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l*Ah8assade ou Kowcit k Rabat pr^scnte ses 

COMPLIMENTS AUX MISSIONS 0|PLOMATIQUCS ACCREDITEES AU MaROC 
ET A l'hONNEUR OE LES INFORMER QUEt 

Le Conseil oes Ministres Koweitien a oEcioE en date 

DU 18 Mai 1967 OE METTRE L*ArmEe DU KoWEIT AVEC TOUTED SES 
OISPOSiTirS EN EtAT o'ENQAOEMCNT ET SERA I LA DISPOSITION 

OU Commanoement Arabs UnifiE, pour participer au Combat 
Saints oe la Nation Arabe* Des instructions on EtE donnEs 
pour ExEcuter les orores ou Commanoement Arabs UnifiE dEs' 
SA rEception* 

l*Amba8sade ou Koweit saisit oette occasion pour 

RENOUVELER AUX MISSIONS 0IPLOMAT|QUE8 AcCrEdITEe AU MaROC 
LES ASSURANCES DC. SA HAUTE CONSIDERATION* 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY AT U.N. ASSOCIATION DINNER (MIDDLE EAST EXTRACT 


-THE FOLLOWING IS A VERBATIM EXTRACT FROM SPEECH BY THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY AT THE U.N. ASSOCIATION DINNER IN LONDON ON THURSDAY 10 

MAY. 


• t 


TONIGHT '‘in SEE A CRITICAL SITUATION DEVELOPING IN THE 


MIDDLE EAST. IT IS CRITICAL FOR US WHO BELIEVE IN AND SUPPORT'ThE 
UNITED NATIONS IN ITS PEACE-i'^EEPING ACTIVITIES. 


"FOR A DECADE NOW THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE HAS 
HELPED TO KEEP THE PEACE ON THE BORDER OF ISRAEL AND THE UNITED 

ITS PRESENCE THERE IN THE SINAI DESERT HAS lOIPT 


REPUBLIC 


EXPLOSIVE 


FURTHER 


SUCCESS. IT IS THERE IN UNEF. 





» “ 


f • 


COVEBNME 


has made a formal request for the withdrawal of the 

UMEF FROM ITS TERRITORY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 







THE* 


I 


'IT REALLY MAKES A MOCKERY OF THE PEACE-KEEPING WORK OF 
U.N. IF, AS SOON AS TENSION RISES, THE U.N. FORCE IS TOLD 
TO LEAVE. INDEED THE COLLAPSE OF THE UNEF MIGHT mL HAVE 
REPERCUSSIONS ON OTHER U.N. FEACE-;<EEPING FORCES AND THE 
FUTURE CREDIBILITY OF THE U.N. EFFORTS IN THIS FIELD ARE THROWN 
INTO QUESTION. 


"THE SITUATION IS NOW BEING CONSIDERED URGENTLY BY THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL IN CONSULTATION WITH THE PERMANENT REPRESENT¬ 
ATIVES ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL. U THANT KNOWS THAT HE HAS THE FULL 
SUPPORT OF HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN ANYTHING THAT HE DOES 
TO ENSURE THAT UNEF REMAINS ACTIVE AND IN THE FIELD. 


"UNEF WAS ESTABLISHED WITH THE FULL CONCURRENCE OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. IT IS THE COROLLARY THAT ANY DECISION TO WITHDRAW 
THE FORCE SOULD BE TAKEN IN THE UNITED NATIONS AFTER FULL 
CONSULTATION WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED: IT SHOULD NOT 
BE TAKEN AS A RESULT OF SOME UNILATERAL DECISION. 


"I CALL UPON ALL MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO ENSURE 
THAT THIS IS DONE." 
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lATE FOREIGN OFFICE TO RABAT 


TELNO GUIDANCE 10710 DATED 10 mV 1067. 

THE FOREIGN SECRETARY’S VISIT TO MOSCOW 


rhE FOLLOWING WAS USED NON-ATTRIBUTABLY BY NEWS DEPARTMENT 


IF.O.) AT THEIR DAILY PRESS CONFERENCE ON 10 MAY: 


OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS, MR. BROWN HAS AS 
PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE 




y ' 






YESTERDAY 


AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW SINCE THE WAY THE SITUATION WAS DEVELOPING 
MIGHT, IT WAS FELT, AFFECT HIS PLANS TO SET OFF THIS MORNING. 


T1 


2. IN THE MIDDLE EAST ITSELF THE PRECISE SITUATION OF THE 
U.N.E.F. WAS NOT CLEAR. MEANWHILE, OF COURSE, INTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS 
WERELTAKING PLACE IN NEW YORK. MR. BROWN HOPED THAT THE SITUATION 
WOULD BECOME CLEARER BUT liWEN HE REVIEWED THE SITUATION ABOUT 
MIDNIGHT LAST NIGHT WITH HIS ADVISORS, HE DECIDED A FINAL DECISION 
WHETHER OR NOT TO POSTPONE HIS DEPARTURE FOR MOSCOW SHOULD ONLY BE 

TA;<EI in the light of any further REPORTS THAT MIGHT BE RECEIVED 

OVER NIGHT. HE THEREFORE HELD A FURTHER MEETING AT 3 A.M. THIS 

MORNING WHEN IT WAS DECIDED THAT THE SERIOUS DEVELOPMENTS WHICH 

HAD TA-CEN PLACE AND IN PARTICULAR THE FACT THAT THE SITUATION 

NEITHER IN THE MIDDLE EAST NOR IN THE U.N. WAS CLEAR, MUST OBLIGE 

HIM TO POSTPONE HIS DEPARTURE. SIR GEOFFREY HARRISON WAS THEREFORE 

IMMEDIATELY INSTRUCTED TO INFORM HR. GROMYKO THAT MR. BROWN MUCH 

REGRETTED THAT THESE CIRCUMSTANCES OBLIGED HIM TO PUT OFF HIS 

DEPARTURE. MR. BROTO WILL LOOK AT THE SITUATION AGAIN IN A FEW DAYS 

AND IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO CARRY OUT A SOMEWHAT CURTAILED 

VISIT IWICH WOULD AT LEAST INCLUDE THE TALKS WHICH HAVE ALREADY 

% 

BEEN ARRANGED WITH HR. GROMYKO AND SOME OF HIS, COLLEAGUES.. , 

' - V ' '.1 •' 


3. EXTRACT FROM FOREIGN SECRETARY’S JPEACH TO UNITED NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION DINNER ON 13 MAY (TO WHICH YOU SHOULD GIVE WIDEST ■ 
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ROUTINE FOREIGN QFFICETO RABAT 
^LNO 10 MAY 1967 

FOLLOWING SENT TO JEDDA TELNO 689 OF 13 MAY 

XKXXSSSXY 

FOR INFORMATION TO CAIRO, ADEN, BEIRUT (R.I.O.) 
ANB SAVING TO AMMAN, BRVDHID 8BAHRAIN, DAMASCUS, KUWAWT, 
TEHRAN, TEL AVIV, JERUSALEM. 

SAUDI ARABIAN BOMBING. 



IN ANS'-JER TO A QUESTION, FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN SAID 
TODAY: "HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT DEEPLY DEPLORE THE BOMBING 
raids carried out by U.A.R. aircraft against the SAUDI 
ARABIAN towns OF NAJRAN AND JIZAN IN THE PERIOD 11-14 .MAY. 
they CONDEMN THIS FURTHER UNPROVOKED RESORT TO FORCE, A.ND 
they HAVE CONVEYED TO HIS MAJESTY KING FEISAL THEIR SYMPATHY 
ON THE LOSS OF LIFE, INJURIES AND MATERIAL DAMAGE CAU-SED." 


IN REPLY TO A FURTHER QUESTION: 


t i r 


JE HAVE HEARD OF NO RAID 


ON KHAMIS MUSHAIT, l\)HERE BRITISH CIVILIAN PERSONNEL EMPLOYED 


ON THE SAUDI 



Ulo 


Arabian air defence scheme are statio.ned. i\fE are ^u^eC^\ 


IF THERE HAD BEEN SUCH A RAID '(IE SHOULD HAVE HAD 


.NEWS OF IT.' 


SOSFA 


SAUDI ARABIAN 
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'orocco*a f^ttitude tov/ords event 



the Arrl3 ''orld, 


It lias hoen decided that Balaxrej, llinister and 

Personal Hei:>re 3 eritativc of lila ^ajeoty, choul^] viait Cairo to 
see Pi'e8ide7it Jai.ial Ahdiil ITaaser on the occacion of the i^avo 
eveaits v/liich are ineaiaciiii; tlie Arab 3act, Althouch v;e have no 
laio'./ledje the natijre oi his nission, the people had expected 
Morocco to do its duty,ever since the outbrenl: of the crisis early 
last weelc, and to show solidarity '7ith Arab States v/ith v;hich 
It sliares the sane reliijious, racial rnd lanc*uace ties apart from 
the Arab Leapue Charter and the resolutions for solidarity 
enanatinc i*ron Cuimait Meeting's • 

It is quite possible that the Minister has been entrusted 
with a ncssace of noral solidarity vfith the U.A.3. in view of the 
Israeli provocations which the latter is v/ithdtanding firmly. But 
this is not sufficient. ‘e 'Till not ■i>e contented v;ith an ertpreasi 
of secret solidarity by noons of a \n*itten or verbal nessaGc tlse 
Minister is tahinr. but wont the C-overruaent to fulJ7il all its mora 


i' 


Oi.: 



Aaab hast 
to honour 



nd 


determination 


Tine Israeli provocation is resultant from the Palestinloii 
tx'np-edy tov/ards which our attitude is explicit, 'fliex'efore if 
Arab countries v'ill v/a^e a battle for Palestine and its safety 
\;hich is menaced by the Israeli presence, then it is oiu’ ^vUty to 
osI:e up arms rnd stand by then, and not be contented with verbal 
messrrres. 


file v'^lirnt Moroccan Army -..-hose March Past we v/atched 

is both powerful ond couraceoua 


just 


indulge in a comprijn 
it would do for Horo 


‘ordonians or the Lcban 


the B^yptians 


-- - „ -tse, v:e ai*e certain that they v/ill 

do so i^loriously and will ;jive evidence of valour in the field of 
honour eruivalent to that din in 


In the liijht of the above v/e would lilce the Minister's 
mission to Cairo to be positive and not merely sentimental. ■* 
■./oulcl lil:e its results to be clear so as to jive effective 
evidence of our solidarity with the Ax*nb world, and to show that 
our remoteness from the battle field does not exempt us x'rom 
responsibility or from active participation therein. .'e oi^e 
expectantly vmitinc to see v/hat will transnire. 
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London Press Service 

Verbatim Service 


VcKbAUM StKVlUt. <;l(l/o/ ddiiO ilrtY 1:^0/ 


KOrthlUN StUritTrtKY iNTtKV ItWtJ Ui4 TV. 


KULLOWINU IS VtKbATIrt TrIANSCKiPT Ot SUbSTANUt Oh bbU 
HANUHArtA IMTEKVltW bY KOdli^ DAY WITH THt St-brtliTAtYY Of- STaFc. hOrt 
KUKtltiN AI-KAlKS, MK. tJcUKUt bKOW.J, UN MUiJJAY i*1aY 1 :)t3 /; 

HOblN UAY: KOKtHiN SEUKtTAKY, KrJOH YUUW LAThST l.'^FUKrtAT lUN AWJ 
KOR Trit: dtNEHr OK EVER YORE WATOHlWli, WHAT IS YOUR tSTlMATc. 

OK THE JANOER OK WAR NOW IN THE MIOOLE EASTY 

MR.dROWN: WELL, IT OdViOUSLY MUST bE A VERY WORRYINU SITUmTION. 

THE EGYPTIAN bUILJ UP 13 OK A VcRYi (JUNS1 OERAttEE OKJER INUEEU IN 
THE SINAI AREA. THE WITHJRAWAL OK THE UN I Tc.0 NAf IONS’ KORUE, 

NOT ONLY THERE dUT, IMPORTANTLY, KRUM SHARM EL SHAIKH, OOWN 
IN THE QULK TOWAROS THE STRAITS OK TEHERAN, IS ObViOUSLY VcRY 
SERIOUS INJEEJ. ANJ 1 HAVE KELT OVER THIS WlEKENJ ONE OUNHT TO 

take it very SERIOUSLY. ON THE OTHER MaNJ, I UAN'T RcAJ OTmlR 
people's MINOS ANO IT'S IMPOSSIdLE THEReKORE TO KNOW WuhT TnEY 
INTEND TO DO dUT CLEARLY THERE IS A SITUATION OK EXTREMc. GRAVITY 
THERE. 

R.JAY: DOES BRITAIN HAVE ANY OBLIUATION TO TAKE ACTION IN THIS 

MATTERY 1 AM THINKINU IN PARTICULAR OK THE TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT, 

I THINK OK 1:^00, IN WHICH WE 010 OECLARE, OURSELVtS, THAT Wt WOULD 
TAKE ACTION INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE UNITED NATIONS TO DtAL WITH 

VIOLATION Oh KRONTIERS. 

MR.BROWN; YES, IJoU IS, OK COURSE, 17 YEARS AUU AND OREAT CHANOcS 

HAVE happened since THEN. WE, ALMOST ALONt, HAD KORCES IN A 
NUMdc.R OK THE COUNTRIES AKOUNU THAT AREA IN THOSE DAYS. IK I MAY 
BE ALLOWED TO MENTION IT, SUEZ HAPPENED SIX YEARS LATER, AND CMANOtJ 

The situation, the whole ivulstiun ok korcls and supplIls has 

CHANUtD IN THE MEANTIME. AND IN MR. MACMJLLAN MADE Di STATEMENT 

RATHER SUPERCEDINU THE DECLARATION WHICH WE HAVE VIRTUALLY 

RE-AKKIRMED WHILE WE HAVE BC.EN IN THE OUVERNMENT. MY OWN VIEW 
IS THE ONE I EXPRESSED THIS WEEKEND. I THINK WE HAVE TO ENUAUE 
THE UNITED NATIONS IN THIS UANUEROUS SITUATION AND SEEK TO TAKE 
ACTION THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS IN ORDER TO AVERT THE DANQERS 
WHICH, I REPEAT, ARE PARTLY ON LAND AND PARTLY THROUGH 

INTERRUPTION OK THE PASSAGE UK SHIPS IN THE STRAITS UK TeHlRAN. 

R.DAY; DU YOU SEE ANY LIKELIHOOD OK BRITAIN BEINC INVOLVED IN 
ANY MILITARY ACTION tITHER IN OR OUTSIDE THE UNITED NATIONS IN 
THIS AREAY 

MR.BROWN; WELL, I HOPE WE CAN AVOID ALL THAT. NOBODY IS 

LOOKING KORWARD TO SETTING THAT PLACE ALIt,HT AND I WILL BE VEhY 
SURPRISED IK ANY OTHER COUNTRY IS EITHER. BUT, AS I SAID THE 

OTHER NILiHT, I AM REALLY VERY DISTURBED THAT THE SECRETARY 
UENERAL OK THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD HAVE, SO PRECIPITATELY, 

IT SEEMED TO ME,PULLED OUT AND I THINK THE UREAT ThINO 
NOW IS TO OET SOME KIND OK UNITED NATIONS PRESENCE UR INKLUENCE 
IN THAT AREA. AND 1 SPENT THE ENTIRE WEEKEND NUT ONLY IN 
CONSULTATION WITH NEW YORK BUT WITH OTHER CAPITALS OK ALL THOSE 

WHO, LIKE US, LIKE WE OURSELVES, ARE INVOLVED, TO SEE HOW WE CAN 
ORGANISE IT SO THAT THERE ISN'T ANY RISK OK US UUlNCi TO WAR. 

R.DAY: DOES THE PRECIPITATE, TO USE YOUR OWN WORD, U.N. 

WITHDRAWAL KRUM (iAZA WEAKEN THE CONKIDENCE YOU MAY HAVE IN THE 
ABILITY OF THE U.N. TO ACT AS A PEACE KEEPING FORCE UR STABlLlSINU 
INFLUENCE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE MIDDLE EAST, NOTABLY ADEN AND 
SOUTH ARABIA? 




VcWbATlM StKV KAUt. d,, , 

MH.bHOWN; UtLL, THtY AKtU'T, UF UUUKSt... THtY AKtN'T AUTINti AS 

A PtAUt AttPINli FUHCt IN SOUTH AKAblA OR AOtN. THtY ARL IN CYPRUS. 
WHEN I SPOKE the OTHER NICHT AbOUT THROW INU DOUbTS UPON THE 
CREDIblLlTY OF PEACE KEtPINU FORCES ELSEWHERE, I HAD CYPRUS 
VERY MUCH IN MIND. bUT THERE IS NO OOUbT, IN MY VIEW, SPtAKiNli 
AS A VERY STRONCi PRO UNITED NATIONS MAN, THAT WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED HAS THROWN DOUbTS ON IT ALL. bUT IT IS STILL OUR 
bEST HOPE, IT IS STILL OUR bEST bET, AS IT WERE, FUR THE FUTURt 
AND WE MUST SEEK TO OET IT HACK, SEEK TO RECOVER WHAT UROUND 
HAS bEEN LOST AND RtCOUNISt THAT THE U.N. STILL HAS A OREAT ROLE 
TO PLAY IN SOUTH ARAblA AS WELL AS ELSEWHERE. 

R.DAY: do you THINK THAT RUSSIA CAN MATERIALLY INFLUENCE THE 

SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST IF SHE SO WISHES/ 

MR.bROWN: OH, I THINK CERTAINLY. RUSSIA HAS CONNECTIONS, 

CONTACTS, INFLUENCE WITH SOME OF THE POWERS IN THAT AREA AND 
I HAVEN'T VERY MUCH DOUBT MYSELF, MR.DAY, THAT SHE, LiKt WE 
OURSELVES, WOULD bE VERY DISTURbED IF WAR WERE TO BREAK OUT 

There and i would be very surprised if she isn't usinu her 
influence. 

R.DAY; and this IS A MATTER YOU WILL RAISE ON YOUR VISIT TO 
MOSCOW WHICH YOU START TOMORROW, I OATHERY 

MR.bROWN: WELL, WHAT WE DISCUSS WHEN I CO TO MOSCOW IS, 

I Think, between them and me. i am not coinc specially to 

DISCUSS THE MIDDLE EAST. THIS TOUR WAS ARRANCED LONU BEFORE THEN 
bUT I WOULD BE A BIT SURPRISED IF THE SUbJCT DIDN'T CROP UP. 

R.DAY: ONE OF THE SUBJECTS I'M SURE YOU WILL RAISE IN MOSCOW, 

FOREICN secretary, IS VIETNAM, DO YOU CONSIDER PARTICULARLY IN 
YOUR POSITION AS CO-CHAiRMAN OF THE CENEVA CONFERENCE THAT THt 
AMERICANS ARE JUSTIFIED IN MOViNii UP INTO THE SO-CALLED 
DEMILITARISED EONE IN VIETNAM/ 

MR.BROWN: WELL, IF THERE HAD BEEN NOBODY ELSE IN THE 

demilitarised EONE of VIETNAM, THEY WOULD OF COURSE NOT HAVE 
BEEN JUSTIFIED IN DU INC SO AND IF THEY'D CONE INTO Tbt 
DEMILITARISED EONE AND FOUND NOBODY ELSE THERE THEY'd 
HAVE BEEN HORRIBLY IN THE WRONC. I'm AFRAID THE PROBLEM IS THAT 
OTHER PEOPLE HAVE bEEN IN THE DEMILITARISED EONc, WHERE TmEY 
SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN, FOR A VERY LONC TIME, AND THE AMERICANS 
HAVE STAYED OUTSIDE WHILE THAT ^ONt WAS BE INC USED AS A 
CATHERINC POST FOR NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES WHO WERE THEN 
infiltrated into THt SOUTH. NOW I DON'T APPROVE OF FICHTINC 

IN THt DEMILITARISED ZONE, INDEED LET'S MAKE IT WHAT IT WAS. 

I'm A CO-CHAIRMAN AND I HOPE MR.CROMYKO WILi* ACREE WITH ME 

THAT OUR RtSPONS I b ILITY AS CO-CHAIRMEN, AtlUNC-OTHER THINCS, 

IS TO SEE THAT THAT BECOMES ACAIN A DEMILITARISED ZONE, BUT 
THE fact of the MATTER IS IT WAS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WHO WERE 

THERE, WHO WERE US INC IT, AND I THINK IT'S VERY HARO TO SAY TO 
THE AMERICANS' YOU MUST NEVER CO IN AND PUSH THEM OUT'. 

R.DAY: HOW DO YOU INTERPRET CHINESE ACTIONS IN SHANCHAI AND ALSO 

IN HONC KONC. 

MR. BROWN; WELL,.... I DON'T REALLY UNDERSTAND THE 

HONC KONC THINC EXCEPT I SUSPECT IT'S A SPILL OVER FROM THE 
SO-CALLED CULTURAL REVOLUTION IN CHINA AND I HAVE A FEEL INC 

MYSELF - I'M NOT SURE MY EXPERTS WOULD ACREE WITH ME ABOUT 
THIS - that THE AUTHORITIES PROBABLY 

DON'T CONTROL IT AS MUCH AS THEY WOULD LIKE TO SUCCtST THAT 

THEY DO. IN SHANCHAI THt TREATMENT OF OUR POST THEIR AND OF OUR MR. 

HEWITT AND HIS FAMILY THERE, I THINK HAS BEEN ABSOLUTELY 

OUTRACEOUS, UNFORCIVAbLE AND INTOLERABLE, AND I HAVE SAID SO: 

BUT THERE ACAIN IF THEY DON'T CONTROL THINCS ALL THAT WELL IN 

PEKINC AND THEY OBVIOUSLY DON'T, OR IN HONC KONC, 1 SUPPOSE IT'S 
QUITE LIKELY THEY DON'T CONTROL IT ALL THAT WELL IN SHANCHAI. 

R.DAY: HAVE YOU ANY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT YOUR PROTEST, WHICH ONE 
UNDERSTANDS WAS VERY SHARPLY WORDED TO THE CHINESE ENVOY IN LONDON 
HAS HAD ANY EFFECT? 





I 

VtKbHTiM ShKVlUc. PAUt ). 

Mrt.bKUWN: UtLL. 1 JUW'T KNOW bUT Utt^TAlNLY IT HAJ TU bt SAlO, 

J_ THINK. SINUt THtN OUH INKUKMATIUN IS THAT THt - ANl) i UON'T 
At^T TU SAY ANYTHlNL, HtKc. WHICH MAY JlSTUKb IT ALL AUAlN - bUT 

INPOKMATION SINCL THLN IS THAT THINGS HAVt bttN AT A KaTMLH 
LUWtH LEVtL. I'm NOT VEKY CLhAK WHAT THE ULTIMATE ATTITUJE 
TO OUK POST IN SHANCJHAl WILL BE, bUT 1 HAVEN'T HAJ ANY 
INFOHMATION IN THE LAST FEW JAYS THAT WE'VE bEEN SUbJECT TO THE 
TREATMENT WE WERE HAV INI, JUST bEFURE. 

K.JAY: TAKINO ALL THESE VARIOUS PRUbLEMS INTO CONS IJcKATION, 

FUHElCiN SECRETARY, JO YOU SHARE THE FEAR, WHICH U THANT EXPRESSeJ 
THE other jay - ANJ I USE HiS WURJS - 'THAT WE ARE IN THE 

INITIAL STALES OF WURLJ WAR THREEY' 

MR.BROWN; 1 THINK THAT WAS A RATHER OVER-JRAMATIC WAY OF PUTT INL 
IT, QUITE frankly. I JON'T THINK HE CUULJ POSSlBLr KNOW AhJ I 
CERTAINLY JON'T KNOW ANJ INJEEJ I TRUST THAT Wc. ARE NUT, I JON' T 
SEE ANY REASON F'OR PUTTINL IT THAT WAY. ON THE OTHER HANJ, IF WHAT 
HE MEANT - ANJ I SUSPECT THIS IS WHAT HE JIJ MEAN - THAT THERE 
ARE A NUMBER OF FLASH POINTS AROUNJ THE WORLJ, THE MIJJLE EAST 
CLEARLY IS ONE OF THEM bUT THERE ARE OTHERS, ANY ONE OF WHICH 
COULJ ERUPT ANJ COULJ BE HELPEJ TO ERUPT BY SOME LUNATIC ANU 
THERFORE any one of these COULJ SET OFF WORLJ WAR THRtE, WELL 

THIS IS OBVIOUSLY TRUE OF THE SITUATION. ONE OF THE REASONS WHY I 
AM WORKINL SO HARJ TRYINL TO LET A NON-PROLIFERATION ALREEMENT, 

ONE REASON WHY I AM TRYINL TO LET THE VIETNAMESE WAR STOPPEU, ONt 
OF THE REASONS WHY I AM TRYINL TO LET THE UNITEJ NATIONS BACK 

INTO POSITION IN THE Ml DOLE EAST IS BECAUSE I RECOLNISE ONLY TOO 
WELL THAT ANY ONE OF THESE CUULJ BE A FLASH POINT. BUT, HAVINL 
SAIJ ALL THAT. I THINK U THANT MAYUE OVERJIJ IT A LITTLE BIT. 

R.JAY; MAY I TURN FOR A BRIEF MOMENT, FUREILN SECRETARY, TO 
THE EUROPEAN SCENE WHERE THE PROBLEMS ARE OF AN ENTIRELY UlFFERENT 
NATUREY JO YOU THINK THAT YOU HAVE MISJUOLEJ WHAT PRESIJENT 
JE LAULLE'S REACTION WUULJ BE TU OUR COMMON MARKET bIJY 

MR.BROWN; NO, 1 JON'T ThINK SO. I JUN'T THINK ONE COULJ HAVE 
EXPECTEJ HIM TO SAY ANYTH INL MUCH JIFFERENTLY FROM THAT. I JON'T 

KNOW THAT THERE WAS MUCH UlFFERENT IN WHAT HE SA.la AT MIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE FROM WHAT HE SAlJ TO MR.WILSON ANU MYSELF WHEN WE WERE 
IN PARIS. WE OBVIOUSLY HAVE A TOULH PERIOJ OF BARLAlNINL AHEAJ 

OF US, AS WE SAIJ IMMEJIATELY AFTERWARJS. OUR APPLICATION IS IN. 
ALL RILHT, WE HAVE NOTED HIS VIEWS. WHAT WE NOW HAVE TO JO IS LU 

ON ANJ LET ON WITH THE JOB OF NELOTIATINL OUR WAY IN. 

R.DAY: BUT DID HE SAY ANYTH INL WHICH LAVE YOU ANY LROUNJ 
whatever for BELIEVINL that there was SOME HOPE IN LOINL ON WITH 
THE NELOTUTIONSY 

MR.BROWN; I THINK HE WAS JUST EXPLAlNINL HIS ATTITUJE TO A 
number of RATHER LRANJ ANJ BROAJ ISSUES. I JON'T THINK HE WAS 
EITHER TRYINL TO LIVE US HOPE OR NOT LIVE US HOPE. I THINK THAT 
IT'S TIME WE STOPPEU THINKINL AS OFTEN AS WE DO ABOUT 
T^E OTHER CHAP ANJ TRYINQ TO READ HIS MINU ANJ TIME WE STARTED 
TO LET ON WITH THE JOb AS WE SEE IT. ANJ HAVINL PUT THE 
APPLICATION IN, IT'S THE PRIME MINISTER'S INTENTION ANJ MINE NOW 
TO LET ON WITH THE JOb OF NELOTIATINL WITH THE SIX FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 





AfittuUs. 


ton/ 



Ey cliai’ce the a'bove mission vmo 
dincuGoed hy rohcimed Sijilmaasi, nev; 

Unrier Secretary of Gtate at the *^oyal 
Cabiiaet, CoiUiiandioit Peniiiri, A«D*C» to 
li.R.H, Trince Lloulny Abdallah, U. Cliraibi 
iJirector of Cabinet of the Llinioter of 
P,T.T. and some others, v/hen the ;innounce- 
:;ient hniipened to be i.iade on tlie liadio at 
a Luiicheon Party Given yesterday by the 
Jordan!rji Aiabassador to ./hich I ’./as invited 

I jatlicrod that Balafrej '<700 sent 
to express moral solidarity, and excuses 
for inability to send out troops,firstly 
because Morocco had no relations \;ith 
Cyria and secondly aiid mainly because, on 
accouiit of the situation : 7 ith AlGcria and 
v/ith Spain, Ilorocco covild not afford to 
cend troops outside its territory at the 
uoraont a:id as lonG as the present position 
fitrinds# The nessage implied a dig at the 
U.A#R, "hich Y/as encouraging Algerian 
belligerence on the Eoroccan frontiers♦ 
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TELEGRAM NUMBER GUIDANCE 111 DATED 22 MAY 1067 


FOREIGN SECRETARY'S MOSCOW VISIT. 

GUIDANCE NO 107 (NOT TO ALL) 

NEWS DEPARTMENT HADE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON 22 MAY: 

THE FOREIGN SECRETARY IS CONTINUING TO KEEP DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST UNDER CLOSE REVIEW. HE NOW EXPECTS, HOWEVER, TO GO TO 
MOSCOW TOMORROW MORNING. HE WILL BE ABLE TO CARRY OUT THAT PART OF 
HIS ORIGINAL PROGRAMME WHICH INCLUDES THE MAIN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
RUSSIAN LEADERS. 

THIS WILL BE ENTIRELY IN MOSCOW, WHERE HE CAN KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH 


UITH LQMnON 








n<2. 


IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS THEY SAID THAT THE MIDDLE EAST 





CRISIS WOULD NATURALLY BE ONE OF THE SUBJECTS TO BE DISCUSSED. 

THERE WOULD BE MANY OTHERS. 

ASKED ABOUT PRESS REPORTS THAT THE AMERICANS V/ERE THINKING 
REVIVING THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATION OF USO AND H.M.G'S 
ATTITUDE TO THE DECLARATION, NEWS DEPARTMENT RECALLED THE 
FOLLOWING RELEVANT STATEMENTS IN PARLIAMENT. 

(A) HR. MACMILLAN ON 14 HAY. 1963: QUOTE ME REGARD THE UNITED 
NATIONS AS BEING PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE t^INTAINANCE OF PEACE 
IN THE AREA. IF ANY THREAT TO PEACE ARISES WE WILL CONSULT IMMEDIAT¬ 
ELY WITH THE UNITED NATIONS AND WILL TAKE WHATEVER ACTION I(1E FEEL MAY 
BE REQUIRED UNQUOTE , -' 

,B) MR. WILSON OH 13 APRIL 1965: QUOTE THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATION 
OF 1950 WAS INTENDED TO EXPRESS THE POLICY OF BRITAIN, FRANCE AND THE 
UNITED STATES AT THAT TIME. IT HAS NOT REPEAT NOT BEEN RETRACTED. 


IN THE COURSE OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEBATE ON 16 DECEMBER 1964, 

1 E.NDORSED MR. MACMILLAN'S STATEMENT OF 14 MAY 1963.THE 

ORIGINAL DECLARATION WAS SIGNED AT A TIME WHEN THE SIGNATORIES 
COULD REGARD THEMSELVES AS VIRTUALLY THE ARBITERS OF MIDDLE EAST 

POLICY. THIS IS NO LONGER THE POSITION TODAY. UNQUOTE. 

(C) MR. BROWN ON 1? DECEMBER 1966: QUOTE THE SITUATION HAS CHANGED 
A GOOD DEAL SINCE THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATION WAS MADE AND I REPEAT 
THAT MR. MACMILLAN MADE A STATEMENT WHICH SUPERSEDED IT. t^E HAVE 
NOT GONE BEYOND THAT. UNQUOTE. 


SOSFA/CR»XXC 


3E:1T at 1734Z/22 MAY 1967 
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Presse arabe 


"A1 ^\n*ba**(officieux) - 23 mai 1967 


(manchette sur huit colonncs) 


S.M. le roi rdaffirme la 8olidarit«$ du Maroc avec les pays arabes 
fr^res dans leur dncrsiaue Dosition face aux menaces sionistes 


Oevant la tension qui r^gne au Moyen-Orient par suite de I'attitude agree- 
sive du petit £tat d'lsracl h, I'd gard de certains pays arabes, SM notre roi vdndrd 
Hassan II a ddcidd de chargor M. Haj Ahmed Balafrcj, reprdsentant personndlde 
Sa Majestd d'une mission spdeiale au Moyen-Criont tout particuli^rement aupr^s 
du prdsident de la RAU, M. Gamal Abdel Nasser. 

Cette mission s'inscrit dans le cadre de la solidaritd arabe, prdconisdc 
par S. M. notre roi vdndrd,ctdc I'amitid qui unit notre noble souverain au prdsident 
Gamal Abdel Nasser. 


M. Ahmed Balafrcj, ministre reprdsentant personnel de 5. M. le roi 
quittera Rabat ce matin h destination du Caire, via Paris, pour accomplir une 
mission dont I'a chargd S.M. Ic roi au Moyen-Orient. 

Le Cabinet royal avait publid dimanche un communiqud dans lequci il 
annongait que S. M, notre roi vdndrd avait re^u M. Ahmed Balafrej et I’avait char- 
gd de se rendre au Cairo auprds de S. £. le prdsident Gamal Abdel Nasser pour 
obtenir des renseignementBsur la tension qui r^gne actucllement dans la zone du 
Moyen-Orient et rdaffirmcr. par ailleurs au seerdtaire gdndral de la Ligue arabe 
la solidaritd du Maroc avec Ics Etats arabes frdres dans leur dnergique position 
face aux menaces sionistes ct dans leur ddfense des droits des Arabes de Pa¬ 
lestine. 

L'agence M. A. P. a diffusd hier que S. M. notre roi vdndrd avait chargd 
M. Ahmed Balafrej d'une mission auprds des chefs d'Etat arabes et que le Caire 
serait la premidre dtape de la tournde de M. le ministre au Moyen-Orient. (• • •) 
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Lundi 22 mai 1967 


Preaae marocaine de languo arabe 


T raductio ns 


Al;>^klam : Nous proclamons notre enti^re solidarity avec toute action positive 
dc la part d'un £tat ou d'un groupe d'Etats arabes^ pour ^eraser I'agresseur 
isradlicn. 


A^-A^am^ Ce que devrait ctre la position du Maroc face aux yv^nements du 
Moyen-Orient - Lt'hyroTque armde marocaine est prete ^ se battre pour ddfen- 
dre la patrie arabe. 


XXX 


A^^Mam : Les problbmes de I'enseignement - "L’dchcc des experiences prdey* 
dentes exige qu'on en tentc unc autre". 







Prcsae arabe 


"Al-Alam" (Istiqlal) - 21 mai 1967 


(Editorial) 


Pour parer ragression 


Lea zonea oricntalca dc notre patrie arabe vivent une pdriode de trou- 
blca trbs graves due aux provocations d'lsrael. £n cffct. cette creature du colo- 
nialiame, dloquente illustration de I'usurpation et dc I'occupation, menace la 
Hdpublique arabe de Syrio d'attaquer Damas par rcprdsailles centre les volon- 
taires palestinicns qui livrent une action victoricusc centre le bastion du colonia- 
lismc, h. I'intdrieur memo du territoire occupd. 

(.. • ) Dc quclquc origine que ce soit et quels que soient les mailres qui 
commandent en Israel, lui fournissant armes et argent et lui apportant souticn 
international et moral, il n'en demeure p>a8 moins que e'est toujours le colonia- 
lisme qui se tient sans ccssc derri^re Israel pour qu'il menace la patrie arabe, 
conformdment au plan qu'il a dlabord le jour ob il a erdd cet "£tat". 

Cette situation nous place devant \ine rdalitc effrayantc, ^ savoir que 
Ic colonialisme continue b guettcr les pays arabes et b y faire la loi par le 
truchement d'lsrael et grace a\ix armes qu'il concentre dans ce pays et aux visdes 
agressives qu'il lui dictc. 

C'est pourquoi il faut que les Etats arabes envisagent la situation com- 
mc ai le colonialisme so trouvait au coeur de chaque pays arabe car Israel, qui 
a usurpd hier la Palestine ct qui a ensuite attaqud I'li^gypte, c'est lui qui menace 
Damas aujourd'hui, qui menace la Jordanic tous les jours et qui est pret b atta- 
quer I'lrak et I'Arabie sdouditc ainsi que tous les autros pays de la patrie ara- 
bo (.. .) 


Il se peut qu'lsracl nc commette cette fois-ci aucune agression car 
sea mailres, qui le poussent b attaquer et k menaccr, ne sont pas prets b. erder 
un foyer de guerre au Moycn Orient. Mais il n'en demeure pas moins qu'il cons- 
titue \xne menace permanente qm p^se sur la sdeuritd ct la paix car ce pays a dtd 
erdd dans ce but. Le danger nc saurait done etre dcartd par vme accalmie. Il ne 
peut I'etre que par I'inatauration d'une paix vdritable. Auasi faut-il libdrer la 
Palestine et en chaascr lea commandos d'asresaion. 


En ce moment critique que comxaissent noc pays fr^res de notre patrie 
arabe, nous tenons b. proclamer notre enti^re solidaritd avec toute action positi¬ 
ve que pourrait entreprendre un Etat arabe ou un groupe arabe pour dcraser 
I'agresseur et libdrer la partie usurpde de la terre de la paix. 





**A1-Alam" (Istiqlal) -- 22 mai 1967 


(Editorial) 


La Dooition du Maroc face aux dvincments dc la patrio arabc 

H a 6t6 ddeid^ quo M, ^Minicd BaUifrcj, miiiistrc reprdoentant pcrsosi- 
ncl dc S, M, Ic Roi, oc rendrait au Cairo pour y rcacontrcr Ic precident Abdel 
Nasser, on raison dcs graves ^vdnoments qui mcnacent l*Oriont arabo, (•••) 
n sc pourrait quo Ic ministre soit portcur d’un message dc solidarity morale 
avee la R, A, U, propos dcs provocations iorayiicnncs auxqucllcs cUc fait fer- 
mcment face. 


Mais nous cstimons par trop insiiffisante cette discrbtc solidarity 
tymoignyc par Ic gouvcrncment marocain aux pays arabes dc I'Oricnt dans un 
message, verbal ou dcrit, confiy b. un ministre. Nous demandono quo Ic gouver- 
nement tionne tous scs engagements, matyricls ct moraux, b I'dgard dc la patric 
arabo, engagements quo lui impose la chartc do solidarity dcs pays arabes. 
Cost pourquoi, nous espyrons quo Ic gouverncment cxamincra avee les Etats qui 
font I'objet dcs provocations israyiicnnco, la situation militairc ct politique au 
Moycn-Orient ct sc conformcra aux engagements qu’impliquc unc parcillo situa¬ 
tion, avee courage ct foi. 


La provocation israyiienne n'est quo la consyquence du dramc palcs- 
tinicn. Or, notre position cst nairaitcmcnt clairc b cc sujet. Si les pays arabes 
vonaient b engager uno bataillc quelle qu'cllc soit pour libyrer la Palestine, ou 
pour djffondre Icur sycurity mcnacyc par I'cxistcnco d'lsraCl, nous aurions done 
b livrer Ic combat b lours cStys, les armes b la main, ct non par dcs paroles. 


L'hyrofijuc armyc marocaino, dont nous avons admird la tenuo exem- 
plairc lore du dernier dyfiiy, b 1*occasion dc 1 * a nn i vc r c a i r*Q dc sa cryation, 
cst uno armyc nationalc puissantc, hyroi^iuc, couragcusc, pr6tc b engager Ic com¬ 
bat pour dyfendre la sycurity dc la patric arabc, tout comme cUc lo ferait pour la 
patric marocainc(.4 • )• 


Nous espyrons que les rysultats dc cette mission scront bicn clairs.. 
Nous aurono ainsi prouvy quo nctro solidarity avee la patric arabc cst uno soli¬ 
darity concrbtc ct efficacc, ct quo notre yioigncmont du champ dc bataillc no nous 
cmp^chc pas d'assumcr nos responsabilitys ct dc prendro part activement au 
combat. .. 





Presse arabe 


”A1-Alam‘* (Istiqlal) - 22 mai 1967 


Les problbmes essentielB de l*enseignement 

^ " ^*^chec des experiences prdeedentes c xige 

une autre 


{ par un professeur de I'Universitd ) 

Le minist^re dc I'cnseignement cat sans doute I'un des prlncipaux dd- 
partements ^ reunir la technicitd et la politique. Ce n*est pas un ddpartement 
exclusivement politique^ comme celui des affaires otrang^res, de I'intdrieur ou 
du Sahara. Ce n'est pas davantage un ministbre purement technique comme celui 
des travaux publics ou des P. T. T. Mais, II I'instar dc I'agriculture, il a h la 
fois un caract^re technique, puisqu'il organise I'cnscignement, forme ses cadres, 
construit ses dcoles et precede ^ son inspection, et \in caract^re politique puis¬ 
qu'il adoptc la doctrine et dtablittoute la politique de I'enseignement sur cette 
base. D'oii I'extreme importance de ce miniature dans tous les Etats qui en sont 
encore h. ddifier leurs infrastructures. En consdqucnce, le changement d'un mi- 
nistre de I'dducation nationalc ne peut absolument sc faire qu'en fonction h la fois 
des caract^res technique et politique de ce ddpartement. Le choix d'un nouveau 
ministre implique done le choix d'une nouvelle politique venant se juxtaposer h. 
une technique q\ii peut tout aussi bien etre malntenuc que renouvelde. J'irai meme 
jusqu'^ dire que dans bcaucoup de pays on ne change le ministre de I'enseigne- 
ment qu'h la condition qu'il y ait une nouvelle politique susceptible d'etre adoptde 
par le gouvernement, dtant bien entendu que la continuitd est assurde par les ca¬ 
dres techniques et adminitratifs du miniature. 

A la lumi^rc dc ccs donndes, il nous est possible de nous poser la 
question de savoir s'il existe en I'occurrence une nouvelle politique que le gou¬ 
vernement serait pret h adopter, ou bien si le changement de ministre est con- 
sdeutif ^ I'incapacitd du prdeddent titiilaire de ce portcfeuille k mettre en prati¬ 
que la politique que le gouvernement a fait sienne le joiaroh il I'a annonede dans 
sa fameuse doctrine. 

Kien n'est susceptible de nous fournir des dldments de rdponse k cette 

• • • /• 






question, car tout, au Maroc, cat soumis k la mdthodc du pouvoir absolu et au sys* 
tbmc dc I'dtat d'exception. Ni I'un ni I'autre ne fournit au peuple des informations 
capablcs de I'dclairer sur la situation dans laquellc il vit. C'est pourquoi nul parmi 
nous infants du pouplc, nc peut se vanter de savoir pourquoi le ministre de l*en- 
scignement a 6t4 remplcd, Jc crois meme qu*aucun dc nos ministres ne serait ca¬ 
pable de savoir pourquoi il a 6t6 dcstitud du ministbre de I’enseignement par 
cxcmple, ou pourquoi il a dtd invest! h la tete de ce ddpartement. Nous sommes 
tous dgalement tenus dans 14gnorance de la vdritd, Aucun d'entre nous, pas me¬ 
me I'ancien ministre ou le nouveau, n'est en mesurc dc rdpondre b la question 
que nous venons de poser. 


Quoi qu'il en soit, un ministre de I'enseig ncment ne peut sensdment 
passer la porte du ddpartement sans avoir une politique ou une doctrine bien ddter- 
minde.Si I’enseignement, chez nous, a tellement souffert, e'est parce que bon 
nombre de ministres n'ont pas fondd leur action sur une doctrine prdcise ou une 
politique opdrantc, en ddpit des efforts du peuple et des gens intdressds par les 
questions d'enseignement pour les dclairer. 11 y a cu, rappelons-le, les commis¬ 
sions nationales, le comitd supdrieur de I'enseigncmcnt, le colloque et les organi¬ 
sations politiques qvii ont prdscntd leurs programmes ct exposd leurs doctrines. 


Si les ministres n'ont pas su tirer profit de toutes les suggestions qui 
leur ont dtd faites, e'est parce qu'ils n'dtaient , pour la plupart, ni techniciens, 
ni affilids un parti. Autrement dit, ils n'dtaient pas tcchniquement engagds pour 
cc qui cst de I'application d'une politique de I'enseigncment au Maroc* La techni- 
citd cxige parfois \inc doctrine valable, surtout s'il y a corrdlation entre la politi¬ 
que dc I'enseignement et la politique gdndrale d'ddification de I'Etat. Par aillcurs, 
ces ministres n'dtaient pas nationalement et politiquement engagds.il n'y a pas 
une scule opinion nationalc ou politique adoptde par un parti national ou une orga¬ 
nisation politique ou socialc qui n'ait dtd opposde b la politique de I'enseignement 
au Maroc, et qui n'ait dtd ddguc par les expdrienccs tentdes jusqu'ici par les mi¬ 
nistres, surtout par ceux qui professaient des iddes rdtrogrades. 

Cela signifie done que le ministbre sc trouve actuellement confrontd 
avec une sdrie d'expdriences malheureuses et qu'il est bien fored, par la ndees- 
sitd des choses, de las abandonner toutes et d'entreprendre une expdrience nou- 
vclle. 


* A la suite dc ccs cssais avortds il n'a plus devant lui qu'xme seule op¬ 
tion : celle qui a dtd ddfinic h. I'unanimitd par la nation au cours des confdrences, 
des colloques et des asscmbldcs, dans les plans qui ont dtd prdsentds au gou- 
vcrncmcnt. (• • •) 


(b suivre) 
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VERBATIM SERVICE 220/67 TUESDAY 23RD MAY 1 


BRITISH SUBJECTS IN MIDDLE EAST; CF,0>SPOKESMAN) 

the FOLLOUINQ AMNOUMCEMEMT WAS MADE BY THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
IN LONDON ON MAY 23:- 

"BRITISH SUBJECTS IN ISRAEL, THE U.A.R. AND THE WEST BANK 
JORDAN ARE OEINQ ADVISED THAT IN THE PRESENT SITUATION IT UOUL 
PROBABLY BE IN THEIR BEST INTEREST TO LEAVE UNLESS THEY HAVE 
ESSENTIAL OCCUPATIONS WHICH OBLIGiE THEM TO REMAIN. 

"BRITISH SUBJECTS IN SYRIA, LEBANON, IRAQ AND THE EAST 
BANK OF JORDAN ARE ADVISED THAT IN VIEW OF THE TENSE SITUATION 
THEY SHOULD MAKE PREPARATIONS TO LEAVE AT SHORT NOTICE. 

"BRITISH SUBJECTS CONSIDERING TRAVELLING TO THE MIDDLE EAST 
AREA ARE ADVISED THAT UNLESS THEIR JOURNEYS ARE ESSENTIAL, IT 
WOULD BE WISE TO POSTPONE THEM". 


o 
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LOiiD ca.5a;)on at U.i,'. 


FOLLOW 11% IS TLXT OF SPLtCH OY LORD CARADON IK THL SLCUtilTY COUNCIL 
THIS AFTERNOON’, KAY 24 ON THE KIDDLE EAST. 


I WISH TO GPEAN VERY SHORTLY TODAY, AND I SHALL ASK YOUR 
PERMISSION TO SPEAK AC,AIN MORE FULLY AS THE DEBATE PROCEEDS. 


I SHOULD SAY STRAIGHT AWAY THAT MY GOVERNMENT WELCOMED AND 
SUPPORTED THE REQUEST PUT FORWARD BY CANADA AMD DENMARK FOR AN 
URGENT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL. 

NO ONE WHO HAS FOLLOWED THE EVENTS OF THE PAST TEN DAYS COUL.J 
POSSIBLY DOUBT THE DANGER, AND NO ONE COULD DOUBT THE URGENCY. 

BOTH THE DANGER AMD THE URGENCY WERE MADE VERY CLEAR IN THE KLPOHil 
OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO THE ASSEMBLY AND TO THIS COUNCIL. 

THEY HAVE CERTAINLY BEEN MADE GRAVER STILL BY SUBSEQUENT EVENTS. 

AT SUCH A TIME THIS COUNCIL MUST IMMEDIATELY ACCEPT ITS RESPON¬ 
SIBILITY AND SHOW AT ONCE THAT IT IS DETERMINED TO DISCHARGE IT. 

IT IS A RESPONSIBILITY DENIED BY NONE. WHENEVER THERE IS DANGER OF 
INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT NONE OF US QUESTION THAT THE COUNCIL HAS 
A DUTY TO TAKE HOLD OF THE SITUATION, TO MEET WITHOUT DELAY, AND 
ALWAYS TO BE READY TO TAKE ACTION. WE RIGHTLY PRIDE OURSELVES 
ON BEING ABLE TO MEET AT THE SHORTEST POSSIBLE NOTICE, AND IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE CIRCUMSTANCES MORE URGENT AND MORE MENACING, 

AS THE SECRETARY GENERAL HAS FORCEFULLY REMINDED US, THAN THOSE 
WHICH NOW DEMAND OUR INSTANT ATTENTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

IF I MAY SAY SO, MR PRESIDENT, WE IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL ALL 
HAVE AN INESCAPABLE OBLIGATION. 


MOREOVER, THE SECRETARY GENERAL IS TODAY ENGAGED IN VITAL 
DISCUSSIONS IN CAIRO. WE WELCOMED AND IMMEDIATELY SUPPORTED 
HIS DECISION TO MAKE THIS EFFORT TO KEEP THE PEACE AND TO REDUCE 
TENSIONS AND TO SEARCH FOR MEASURES WHICH CAN PREVENT CONFLICT 

IN FUTURE. 

THE FIRST AIM WHICH HE AND WE MUST SET IS TO COUNSEL 
RESTRAINT AND TO KEEP THE PEACE SO THAT TIME CAN BE PROVIDED FOR 
NEW PLANS TO BE WORKED OUT FOR THE FUTURE IT IS WELL THAT AS HE 
PURSUES HIS MISSION HE SHOULD KNOW THAT HE CAN RELY ON OUR SUPPORT. 


ONCE THAT FIRST TASK OF HOLDING THE SITUATION AND PREVENTING 
CONFLICT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED THERE WILL BE MANY PURPOSES TO BE 
PURSUED - AMONGST THEM REDUCTION OF CONFRONTING FORCES AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CONTINUING EFFECTIVE UNITED NATIONS MEASURES 
WHAT HAS BEEN DOME IN THE PAST BY THE UNEF AND THE MIXED ARMISTICE 
COMMISSION AND UNTSO HAS BEEN PROVED TO BE SALUTARY AND EFFECTIVE 
AND ESSENTIAL, AND WE HAVE PAID TRIBUTE TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE TAKEN 

PART IN THESE SUCCESSFUL PEACEKEEPING ENDEAVOURS. MY GOVERNMENT 
WOULD PREFER TO SEE THE EARLIEST RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KIND OF 
UNITED NATIONS OPERATION WHICH SO SUCCESSFULLY OPERATED IN SINAI 
AND GAZA, BUT THEY ALSO BELIEVE THAT ALTERNATIVE MEANS COULD BE 
EFFECTIVE IT IS TO THIS QUESTION THAT WE SHOULD DIRECT OUR 

URGENT ATTENTION. 


I 
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IN ADDITION THERE IS ONE MOST URCiENT AND MOST DANQERO'JS ISSUE 
OF AU. - THE QUESTION OF RUHT OF PASSAQE FOR SHIPPING, OF ALL 
NATIONALITIES THROUGiH THE STRAITS OF Tl RAN, THE MAINTENANCE 
OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE QENEVA CONVENTION ON THE TERRITORIAL SEA 
DEALING WITH INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION BETWEEN THE HIGH SEAS AND 
TERRITORIAL WATERS IS OF THE GRAVEST CONCERN TO MY GOVERNMENT, AS 
IT MUST be TO ALL ENGAGED IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE. ON THIS SUBJECT 
MY PRIME MINISTER MADE AN IMPORTANT STATEMENT TODAY IN WHICH 
HE REAFFIRMED WHAT WAS SAID BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF MY GOVERNMENT 
IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TEN YEARS AGO, ‘'IT IS THE VIEW OF HER 
majesty's GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM THAT THE STRAITS OF 
TIRAN MUST BE REGARDED AS AN INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY THROUGH WHICH 
THE VESSELS OF ALL NATIONS HAVE A RIGHT OF PASSAGE." 

THESE THEN ARE THE QUESTIONS WE HAVE TO TACKLE TOGETHER 

FIRST, HOW CAN TENSION BE RELIEVED AND IMMEDIATE DANGERS OF CONFLICT 
REMOVED. 

SECOND^ HOW CAN THE RIGHTS OF FREE AND UNIMPEDED PASSAGE 
THROUGH THE STRAIGHTS OF TIRAN BE GUARANTEED AND ASSURED. 

THIRD, HOW CAN EFFECTIVE UNITED NATIONS MEASURES AND MACHINERY 
TO KEEP THE PEACE AND PREVENT VIOLENCE AND CONFLICT THROUGHOUT 
THE WHOLE AREA BEST BE WORKED OUT FOR THE FUTURE. 

FOURTH, WHAT NEW MEASURES AND ADDITIONAL ACTION CAN BE TAKEN 
TO PREVENT SUCH DANGERS TO THE PEACE RECURRING IN FUTURE YEARS. 

THESE ARE ALL MATTERS WHICH WE WILL DISCUSS AS WE PROCEED 
WITH OUR DEBATE. I DO NOT WISH OR NEED TO DISCUSS OR DEBATE THEM 
IMMEDIATELY. FOR THE PRESENT I WISH ONLY TO REPEAT THAT TO DEAL 

WITH THESE PROBLEMS WE SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, 
WE WELCOME THE CALLING OF THE COUNCIL TO REINFORCE HIS EFFORTS, 

AND WE UNDERTAKE TO TAKE A FULL PART IN THE URGENT TASK ON WHICH 
THE COUNCIL IS NOW ENGAGED. 

NEVER HAS THE UNITED NATIONS FACED A GREATER CHALLENGE OR A 
GREATER OPPORTUNITY. WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY NOW IF WE WORK TOGETHER 
IN UNDERSTANDING AND IN GOOD FAITH NOT ONLY TO LIFT THE THREAT 
OF CONFLICT FROM THE MIDDLE EAST BUT TO RESTORE THE 
TRUST PLACED IN THE UNITED NATIONS AS AN EFFECTIVE FORCE FOR 

KEEPING THE PEACE OF THE WORLD. 

ENDS V.S. 223 / 67 . L.P.S. 
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A# Main News Items# 
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Events are developing fast following U*A.R.*s dooisicin 
to "ban the Israeli use of the ^iran Strait leading te 
the A^aba, now that the U.A.R. 2ias became master of the 
situation following the withdrawal, of U.N.O* forces* 
V/estem States are having consultationB for the revival 
of the Tripartite Declaration of i950. When cornered 
in such a manner. Israel might be forced to launch the 
offensive she had been planning* 

Reproduces Mr. G-eorge Brown's statements about the 
situation and freedom of international navigation 
through the Aqaba decided in 1930» Mr* MacMillan's 
declaration in 19^3 that U.N.O. was responsible far 
the protection of peace in the Middle East and Mr* 
Wilson's support of this statement at the time* 

Beirut; M.A^. A well Informed source in Beirut 
declared that there might be a worthwliile reductian 
of the quantity of Arab petrol sent to West Europe in 
case of an armed conflict in the Middle East* 


B* 


cial News Ite 
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A Spanish patrel accosted 
had tried to leave Saqlet 
liberated part of Morocco 


\ 


a group of 
el Hamra for 
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Upon the deteriorotlon ot relations between Syria and 
Jordan as a result of an explosion neau? the hordera 
between the two countries, the Jordanian (Joremnent 
aeked the Syrian Ambassador in Amman and the Syrian 
Vice'^ensul in Jerusalsn te leawe the country. 

Istlqlali branches met to study the situation in the 
Arab world. They exproosed support fer UJL.S.*s 
decision and A1 Plan's editorials and ..ediness te 

participate in the unified Arab action for rescue 
of Palestine. ' 




k 


i 

i 


5 


6 


C. C 


t > 

London; M*A.P• The British Q’overzuent protested against 

closing down of the British Diplomatic Mission in 
Shanghai * 

Brita^ lias ejqpressed disapproval te the 
U.N.O* Special Ceou&ittee on Celeniallsm of the despatch 

Africa and the Middle East, in which 
decided not to participate* She objects to a 

discussion of the Aden problcn in Syria and Iraq, as the 
CoMiU^ee proposes to do. " 

d^egatlcn oensistlng of woricers. students and 

^ the'D;pSS®t“ 

Youth a^ Spirts has prepax*ed a prograauae fer their 
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VERBATIM SERVICE 222/67 


IJEDNESDAY 


V 






»inx7r 


2ATH MAY 1967 


MIDDLE EAST : PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON GULF OF AQABA 


FOLLOWING IS EXTRACT FROM SPEECH BY PRIME MINISTER WILSON AT THE 


ELECTRICAL TRADE UNION CONFERENCE, IN MARGATE ON WEDNESDAY 


2 4 I^Y 


IT WOULD BE WRONG IF I '\IERE NOT TO SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE 
VERY GRAVE SITUATION CONFRONTING THE WORLD IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AT THE PRESENT TIME. IN THE PAST TEN DAYS WE HAVE SEEN THIS 
SITUATION DEVELOP WITH ALARMING AND ALMOST INEXORABLE RAPIDITY, 

AND AS IT DEVELOPED PRESENTING A NEW DANGER TO PEACE - OR, AS 
SOME WOULD SAY, AN OLD AND FESTERING DANGER BREAKING OUT AGAIN. 

HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT ARE PLAYING AND WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY 
THEIR FULL PART WITH EVERY OTHER COUNTRY WHICH IS ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE SEARCH FOR PEACE. RIGHTLY OUR APPROACH HAS BEEN AND IS TO 
SEEK THE MEANS TO PEACE THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION. 


I AM GLAD TO SEE THAT THIS IS NOT A HATTER OF CONTROVERSY WITHIN 
OUR OWN COUNTRY. YESTERDAY AFTERNOON I SAW A SUGGESTION THAT 
WE SHOULD TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN CALLING FOR A MEETING OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL. IN FACT YESTERDAY MORNING LORD CARADON. OUR 
REPRESENTATIVE AT THE UNITED NATIONS - AND A FULL MEMBER OF THE 
GOVERNMENT - ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE FOREIGN SECRETARY AND MYSELF 
SOUGHT TO HAVE A MEETING CALLED IMMEDIATELY, YESTERDAY. TO DEAL 
WITH THE VERY CRITICAL SITUATION WHICH HAD ARISEN OVERNIGHT. 

I AM GLAD TO SAY THAT, AS YOU WILL HAVE HEARD, THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
WILL IN FACT BE MEETING WITHIN A FEW HOURS IN EMERGENCY SESSION. ^ 




IT WILL BE OUR AIM BOTH AT THIS MEETIflG AMD MORE GENERALLY TO 
ONTINUE TO URGE THE MAXIMUM RESTRAINT AMD PATIENCE ON THE PART 
F ALL THOSE WHOSE ARMIES ARE RANGED AGAINST ONE AflOTHER 'IN THE 
I DOLE EAST. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY IS IN MOSCOW FORUfJ^ORTANT 
SCUSSIONS WITH THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT COVERING A WIDE RANGE 
ISSUES - VIETNAM, EUROPEAN SECURITY, ANGLO-SOVIET RELATIONS - 
AND HIGH ON HIS AGENDA TODAY WILL BE THE NEW DANGER IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. HE WILL BE URGING OH THE SOVIET UNIQN'JHE NEED ON THEIR PART' 
TO DO EVERYTHING IN THEIR POWER TO ENCOURAGE RESTRAINT AND A ' • 
LOWERING OF TEMPERATURE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 



IVE SHALL CONTINUE TO URGE THAT EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IS DONE BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS. ’(IE GREATLY REGRETTED THE DISAPPEARANCE LAST 'WEEK, 
INDEED ALMOST OVERNIGHT, OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE, 

AN INSTRUMENT OF PEACE-KEEPING MACHINERY WHICH HAS PLAYED A HOST 
VALUABLE - INDEED A DECISIVE - PART IN ITS TEN YEARS OF EXISTENCE 
IN KEEPING TENSION DOWN. WE PLAYED OUR FULL PART LAST WEEK IN EVERY 
WAY OPEN TO US TO URGE THAT THIS PEACE-KEEPING FORCE SHOULD NOT 
BE DISMANTLED. BUT THE DECISION WAS TAKEN, AND NEW DANGERS 
INEXORABLY FOLLOl^D. 


IT IS OUR HOPE THAT AS A RESULT OF THE EFFORTS OF U THANT IN 
CAIRO AND THE WORK OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL THAT WE SHALL SEE 
THE RE-ESTABLISHME.NT, IF NOT OF THE U.N.E.F. ITSELF, fHEN OF 
SOME OTHER FORM OF UNITED NATIONS PRESENCE WHICH WILL BE ABLE 
TO DISCHARGE THE ROLE WHICH FOR TEN YEARS WAS SO SUCCESSFULLY 
UNDERTAKEN. WE SHALL ALSO BE WORKING WITH OTHERS FOR AN AGREEMENT 

TO REDUCE FORCES ON BOTH SIDES AS ONE MEANS OF RiDUC*iNG THE 

TEMPERATURE. BUT GRAVE THOUGH THE DANGER IS OVER THE WHOLE FRONT, 
THEBE' rs JNT UREA-' WHE ' RE "RECENT A CT IJNS HAVE HHUU G HI 'I' HL ' 51 f OATIIfN 


ALMOST TO FLASH POINT. A DETACHMENT OF U.N.E.F. WAS, UNTIL LAST 
'WEEK, STATIONED ON THE SOUTHERN TIP OF THE SfllNAI PENINSULAR 
OVERLOOKING THE NARROW STRAITS, THE STRAITS OF TIRAN, LENDING 
FROM TJii RED SEA TO THE T. 




n xnurx v 


« 4 


,4 


t 


IT WAS THE NEUTRALISATION OF THIS AREA, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 

I r 

F THE UNITED NATIONS FORCE THAT FORMED AN ESSENTIAL PART IN ' 

HE ARRANGEMENT WHICH RESULTED IN THE EVACUATION OF THIS AREA BY 
ISRAELI FORCES TEN YEARS AGO. I SHOULD LIKE TO REPEAT WHAT WAS 

SAID ON BEHALF OF THIS COUNTRY BY THE THEnIbRITISH DELEGATE TO 



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 






I 


I I 


IT IS THE VIEW OF HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED 


KINGDOM THAT THE STRAITS OF TIRAN MUST BE REGARDED AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY THROUGH WHICH THE VESSELS OF ALL NATIONS 
HAVE A RIGHT OF PASSAGE. HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WILL ASSERT 
THIS RIGHT ON BEHALF OF ALL BRITISH SHIPPING AND IS PREPARED TO 


JOIN WITH OTHERS TO SECURE GENERAL RECOGNITION OF THIS RIGHT. 


f t 


t 



HIS WORDS WERE ECHOED BY 0 
SUBSTANTIAL MARITIME NATIONS. 


YEARS 



^REMAINS THE VIEW AND THE POLICY OF HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 
AND WE SHALL PROMOTE AND SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO 
UPHOLD THIS RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE. 

TO THIS END HR. GEORGE THOMSON, THE MINISTER OF STATE AT 
THE Fo'rEIGN office, FLEW LAST NIGHT TO WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS 
WITH representatives OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT - AND SUBSEQUENTLY 

HE WILL FLY fO NEW YORK TO ASSIST LORD CARADON WITH SIMILAR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS - THE PRACTICAL STEPS THAT 
NOW NEED TO BE TAKEN. 

ENDS VS22/67. LPS. 
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Moroccan Ooremnen 
otateaent on the sit\iation. 


▼e 80 far lasued no 


2* M. BalafreJ* Peraonal Repreaentatire of King 

Hassan* left for Cairo on 23 May with peraonal aeaaage 
for President Masser. He stated on departure that he 
would also ealx on Seeretary-Oeneral of Arab League an 
that his alsalon waito obtain first band infomatlon 
and ezpresa *e^eotiTe solidarity* of Moroooo with 
brother Arab states. He does not (repeat not) intend 
to Tisit other Arab capitals. 

3. I an inforaed priwately that he will explain 

that since Morocco has no relations with Syria and 
has her . own problens with Algeria and Spain she cannet 
pjroTide troops. 

k. The Istl^lal presn has called on OoTemaent 

te offer amed support for the Arab cause* but the 
official press and radio hawe refrainsd Troa ooaaent 
and confined theaselres to factual reports. 
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Presse arabe 



*'A1-An*ba "(officieux) - 25 mai 1967 


( Manchette su r 8 coloiincs ) 


La crisct^ au Moycn-Crient, s^ aggra vc dMicure en heure 

L*Amdrique ct la Grande-Bretagne ticnncnt ^ lever le 

blocus du golfe d*Akaba 

L’avertissemcnt sovidtique renforce la position des Etats 

a r a b e 8 

Extension du mouvement de solidaritd arabe pour faire 
lace ^ toutc acression c o nt r e les Etats a r a b e s 


(De notre redaction) 

M, Ahmed Balafrej, ministre representant personnel de S.M. le roi^ 
est arriv^ hier au Cairo pour remplir la mission dont I’a charg^ Sa Majestd au- 
pr^s du president Gamal Abdel-Nasser, et pour assurer le secretaire general de 
la Ligue arabe de la solidaritd du Maroc avec les pays arabes fr^res dans leur 
attitude ^nergique face aux menaces sionistes et dans la defense des droits des 
Arabes de Palestine. 


A I'adroport du Cairo, M, Ahmed Balafrej a d^clard qu'il dtait por- 
teur d*un message personnel dc S.M, le roi au prdsident Gamal Abdel-Nasser. 

Le presidoit Abdel-Nasser devait recevoir I'emissaire de S. M. le 
roi hier h une heure avanede de la nuit. 


L'arriv^e au Cairo du representant personnel de S.M, le roi, chargd 
d*une mission par notre vdn6rd souverain, dans une atmosphere extremement ten* 
due par suite des menaces israeiiennes, montre que la volonte du Maroc, roi et 

peuple, et leur attitude rdsolue sont commanddes par les sentiments de solidaritd 

arabe. Elle prouve que le Maroc a foi en la justesse d'une cause qui met en jeu 
I'avenir des Arabes et qui polarise I'opinion publique arabe sur le plan de la lut- 

te qu’ils m^nent inlassablement pour affacer la honte de la ddfaite, pour restau- 
rer le droit sur la terre arabe de Palestine et pour extiper une agression qui 


s'exerce depuis 19 ans sur notre peuple arabe de Palestine. 


.../ 







La volontd du Klaroc, roi ct pcuplc, d'allcr juoqu*au tcrmc dc la batail- 
Ic dc la liberation dc la Palestine cst unc volontd qui cst soutenue par oa foi on 
I'isouc dc cette bataillc. 

La position du Maroc our l*affairc palcotinicnnc cst connuc dc tous. Ellc 
sc fondc our lee principcc immuablcs dc la defense dcs droits dco Arabcc, dc 
l*aneantiBScmcnt dc I'acrcsoion sionistc ct dc la ndccssite pour Ics Arabes dc sc 
dresser comme un ocul Iiommc cifin dc libdrer one ter re arabc spolidc, 

Lc Maroc suit avee unc attention soutenue Ic deroulcmcnt dco evencments 
dans la zone dc 1*Orient arabc. 


Lc 

consequence 
la nr escncc 


Maroc oait parfaitement que cc qui sc passe actucllcmcnt n*c 
logique d**anc agression qui sc prolongc ct qui cst materialio 
dcs bandcs sionistes our lc sol dc la PalcstLnc. 


Cc qui sc passe b. I'hcurc actucllc prouve cgalcmcnt, ct nouveau, que 
la solidarite arabc, cette solidarite effective qui transcende toutco Ics dissensions 
ct toutco Ico rancuncs, cot I'viniquc force dont lee Arabes puisoent cc prdvaloir 
dans la bataillc d*aujourd*Iiui ct dc domain, 

Cc qui sc passe niaintcnant, cause dco harcblcmcnts ioradlicno ct dcs 
menaces dco bandcs sionistes, pose b. nouveau ct d*unc maniferc brutalc ct impe- 
ricusc la question dc la solidarite arabc cn tant quo neccssite urgontc, solidarite 
2i laqucllc Ics pcuplcs ct Ics gouvcrnaricnts arabes doivent obligatoircmcnt avoir 
rccours pour fairc face aux evcntualites d*aujourd*hui ct dc domain, 

Cc qui sc passe cn cc moment, dix ano aprbs Ics evenoments do Suez, 
prouve que lc Moycn-Orient ric pourra connaltrc la otabilite ct la tranquillite tant 
que Ics bandcs d*IoraCl sc livreront b. Icuro incursions ct h. Icuro violences, ct 
aussi longtcmps que cct ”Etat" monstre suboistcra dans cette partic du terri- 
toirc arabc, 

Israel cot uno mcncncc constantc ct dircctc pour la securite ct la paix 
au Moycn-Orient ct dans lc mondc, maio lc mythc dc la survivance d'lsraCl cst 
aussi inconsistant que lc rfivc d*unc nuit d*cte. 
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ADDRESSED TO CERTAIN MISSIONS TELEGRAM NUMBER 


) GUIDANCE 1)5 OF MA Y . 


MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. 



\0 




YOU WILL HAVE SEEN VERBATIM NUMBER 222 GIVING 


EXTRACTS FROM A SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER ON 


DISTRIBUTION 


ADVANCE 
COPIES TO: 


2 4 MAY. 


YOU MAY ALSO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION IN DISCUSSING THE PRESENT 



I DEC LA RA T I ON 1 9 50 . 


f 


I 


PARTLY IN DEFERENCE TO AMERICAN 


WI SHE S 



R MAJESTY-S GOVERNMENT 


D 


SAYING PUBLICLY THAT THE DECLARATION WAS DEAD 



THEY HA\/E / REPEA TE DLY MADE CLEAR THAT IN THEIR 


I 


VIEW M'T/lfS HA S BEEN SUPERSEDED BY MR. MACMILLAN-S 


STATEMENT OF 14 MA^ 


1 96 3. 


AS SUBSEQUENTLY 


m.Wt. J7$||/OUMOQa.I I 








RE-AFFIRMEO IN PARLIA'^ENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER 
AND T//E FO?^EIGN SECRETARY IN 19 65 AND \9Ssf(SEE 


^A RAGRAPH 


OF 


GUIDANCE NUMBER 111)^ 1^ ^^ 


3. IN THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATION THE THREE 


GOVERNMENTS STATED 


THE IR I NTENTI ONS 


(A) i'BOUT THE SUPPLY OF ARMS TO THE 


MI DDLE EAS T. 


AND 


(B) IN THE EVENT OF ATTEMPTS TO VIOLATE THE 

I 


FRONTIERS OR ARMISTICE LINES 


I N THE AREA . 


AT THAT TIME 




THERE WERE BRITISH FORCES IN 


EGYPT. JORDAN AND 


L. THE LATER STATEMENTS 


4 


- EMPHASISE HER MAJESTY-S GOVERNMENT-S 


VIEW THAT 


4 


THE UNITED NATIONS IS PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR 


THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE IN THE AREA 


■D 


TH E Y 


not INCLUDE ANY SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE 

A 

POSSIBILITY OF ACTION OUTSIDE^THE UNITED NATIONS. 


AS THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATION Dl 


i- 


A RA B/ ISRA EL DISP UTE . 


THE 


4. WE^ 


WISH TO RETAIN FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 


BOTH SIDES IN THIS DISPUTE AND IN ALL OTHER 


DISPUTES AND RIVALRIES IN THE AREA. 


WE DEPLORE 










4 



THE RESOTT TO FORCE BY EITHER SIDE TO SETTLE 
DISPUTES. HER MAJESTY~S GOVERNMENT HAVE A DEEP 

INTEREST IN THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE AND 

STABILITY IN THE AREA AND SUPPORT THE UNITED 

NATIONS MACH^^NERY ESTABLISHED TO WORK TOWARDS 
THIS END. 



THE GULF OF AQABA 



5. THE PRIME MINISTER HAS STATED H.M.G.~S CURRENT 

POSITIOI^ON NAVIGATION THROUGH THE STRAITS OF 
TIRAN AND IN THE GULF OF AQABA IN A S Pj^E C H AT 
MARGATE ON 24 M A Y^( VE R B AT I M NUMBER^ 222). THE 
FOLLOWING BACKGROUND ON THE LEGAL ISSUES MAY 
BE USEFUL TO YOU IN EXPLAINING H.M.G.~S POLICY^ 

i/ww ^ Jf' AH. ^xn/ ^ ^ 

S.^THE STRAITS OF TIRAN ARE AN INTERNATIONAL 

WATERWAY THROUGH WHICH SHIPS OF ALL NATIONS. 

INCLUDING ISRAEL. HAVE THE RIGHT TO INNOCENT 
P AS SAGE . 

7. THE U.A.R. AND SAUDI ARABIA CLAIM TERRITORIAL 
SEA EXTENDING TO TWELVE MI.LES. H.M.G. DO NOT 

r/cognise this, but even were it recognised. 

THERE WOULD STILL BE A RIGHT OF INNOCENT PASSAGE 
BECAUSE THE STRAITS ARE USED FOR INTERNATIONAL 
navigation BETWEEN THE HIGH SEAS AND THE 




TERRITORIAL WATERS OF ISRAEL AND JORDAN (AS 


WELL AS SAUDI ARAB/A AND THE U . A . R . ) . AR T I C LE 


16 OF THE 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION ON THE I 

TERRITORIAL SEA REFERS. I 

8. THE U.A.R. CLAIMS TO BE IN A STATE OF WAR I 
WITH ISRAEL AND THEREFORE TO EXERCISE 
BELLIGERENT R I G#TS^. H.M.G. DO NOT REcJ?GNISE I 
THAT A STAT£ OF WAR EXISTS. IN THIS C©NN£tflON I 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NUMBER 95 OF I 

I SEPTEMBER. 1951. IS RELEVANT. PARTICUL- AR L Y I 
THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH:- 0 MOfL .*. S I NC E THE I 

AR^IISTICE REGIME, WHICH HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR 
NEARLY TWO AND A HALF YEARS. I S OF A PERMANENT 

CHARACTER, NEITHER PARTY CAN REASONABLY ASSERT 
THAT IT IS ACTIVELY A BELLIG- ERENT OR RESUIRESl 
TO Wg^ E R C IS E THE RIGHT OF VISIT. SEARCH AND I 

ffSEIZU^E FOR ANY LEGITIMATE PURPOSE OF I 

I 

SELF-DEFENCE. U N 3U0 -T t-* I 

9. H.M.G.~S VIEW IS THAT THE SECURITY COUNCIL I 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE GUIDED BY THIS I 

CONSIDERATION. AND SHOULD HOLD RESPONSIBLE ANY I 
STATE WHICH COMMITS A BREACH OF INTERNATIONAL I 
PEACE AND SECURITY.’ I ’ 


I 

I 
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[Priority] 


CON F IDE NT I A L 





ADDRESSED TO CERTAIN MISSIONS TELEGRAM NUMBER 


. GU I DANCE 116 OF 2 5 MAY . 


MI DOLE EAST SI TUATI ON. 


AFTER THE ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN THE ISRAEL AND 


j 


SYRIAN AIR F ORC ES ON 



CONTINUED TO BE INCIDENTS INSIDE ISRAEL CAUSED BY 


DISTRIBUTION | 


TERRORISTS COMING FROM SYRIA 


WAR Nl NGS BY I SRAE L 


« 

» 

W 


LEADERS THAT THERE WOULD BE MORE SEVERE REPRISALS 


IF THIS CONTINUED APPEAR TO HAVE LEO 


TO THE 


BELIEF IN SYRIA AND THE U.A.R.. PERHAPS 


DELIBERATELY FOSTERED BY THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. 


THAT ISRAEL WOULD MOUNT A LARGE SCALE 




ATTACK ON SYRI A . 


2. T HE U . A . R. GOV 



RNMENT HAS IN RECENT YEARS 


ADVANCE 
COPIES TO 


BEEN EXTREMELY CAUTIOUS ABSOUT GETTING INVOLVED 


m.wem I I/DI at .laae. 11/«j.ca.LG».aa. 









■ ' WITH ISRAEL AND HAS GIVEN ONLY PROPAGANDA 

B SU^O^ T WHEN ISRAEL CARRIED OU T RE^PRISAL 

■ ^TIACKS on SYRIA. ON THIS OCCASION. THE U.A.R. 

■ GOVERNMENT EVIDENTLY DECIDED NOT TO FOLLOW THIS 
P POLICY IN THE EVENT OV ANOTHER ATTACK ON SYRIA. 

i ^AND PROCEEDED TO TAKE LARGE AND OSTENTATIOUS 

MILITARY PRECAUTIONS. BRINGING fTS FORCES IN 

SINAI NEAR THE ISRAEL FRONTIER UP TO 4 DIVISIONS 

INCLUDING SOME 600 TANKS 
» * 

f 

f 



3 sSS^/^0 THIS STAGE U.A.R. ACTIOcJ COULD SIMPLY 

HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO DETER THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT 
AND GET A PRESTIGE VICTORY OUT OF BEING 

SEEN TO DO SO. ON 16 MAY. HOWEVER. THE U.A.R. I 

GOVERNMENT DEMANDED TH E WITHDRAWAL OF THE I 

UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE (UNEF) WHICH I 
WAS SET UP AT THE END OF 195 6 TO SUPERVISE I 

.WITHDRAWAL OF ANGLO/FRENCH AND ISRAEL FORCES I 
FROM EGYPTIAN TERRITORY AND WHICH HAS REMAINED I 

ON THE ISRAEL FRONTIER EVER 'SINCE TO ACT AS A 

BUFFER BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT. ON THE EGYPTIAN I 
SIDE OF THE FRONTIER. (THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT I 

REFUSED TO HAVE THE FORCE STATIONED IN ITS 

TERRI TORY. ) I 

4. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS. I 
IN OUR VIEW PRECIPITATELY. ACCEPTED THE DEMAND 


FOR THE Wl TH DR AWAL 








I 


I 



OF THE 


FORC E . 


this created four dangers of a serious 


CLA S 



J^A) 


THAT THE SYRIANS, NOW 


CONFI DENT 



OF EGYPTIAN SUPPORT, MIGHT 


BE MORE AGGRESSIVE IN SUPPORTING TERRORIST 


AC Tl V I T I ES : 




(B) THAT THE INFILTRATION OF TERRORISTS 
WOULD NOW START FROM THE GAZA STRIP 


WHERE THERE ARE TWO BRIGADES OF THE 
SO CALLED ^ 44 0 - Tti ^PALESTINE LIBERATION 
ARMY 


(C) THAT SOME SPARK WOULD CAUSE AN 


EXPLOSION BETWEEN THE LARGE 


EGYPT IAN 




FORCE IN SINAI AND THE ISRAEL FORCES 
WHICH HAD BEEN MOBILISED TO FACE IT 


( D) 


that THE EGYPTIANS. HAVING SECURED 


the removal dF THE UNEF DETACHMENT FROM 


the shore OF THE STRAITS OF 


Tl RAN ./ 



VO I 



TH SH I PPI NG 


^/^SS I NG THROU GH THE 


STRAITS TO ELATH IN ISRAEL OR AQABA 



IN JORDAN. 




IT IS 


the LAST DANGER WHICH HAS MATERIALISED 



1 







. CREATED TH^E PRESENT CRITICAL SITUATION. 

5. IT IS H,M.G.~S POLICY T®A\/OID TAKING SIDES 

IN THIS DISPUTE OR .PASSING JUDGMENTS. UNLIKE 
THE RUSSIANS. WHO HAVE FOR MANY YEARS BEEN 

WE ARE EQUALLY INTERESTED IN PEACE AND SECURITY 

FOR ALL COUNTRIES IN THE AREA. WHATEVER THE 
ORIGINS OF THE EGYPTIAN ACTION. THE SERIOUS 

ESCALATION RESULTS DIRECTLY FROM THE ARBITRARY 
REMOVAL OF A L 0 NG-E ST A B L I SH E D AND SUCCESSFUL 

PEACEKEEPING FORCE AND A REVERSAL OF THE 
■^^POSITION IN THE GULF OF AOABA WHICH HAS 

EXISTED FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS. THESE TWO 
DEVELOPMENTS SUGGEST THE POSSIBILITY THAT. SO 

FAR FROM MERELY REACTING TO EV^ENTS. THE U.A.R. 

MO^ES WERE PLANNED IN ADVANCE AND HAD AN 
ASSURANCE (^1 tC AM OF RUSSIAN ACQUIESCENCE. AT 

THE VERY LEAST THE RUSSIANS HAVE. BY COMING OUT 
WITH AN UNCOMPROMISING PUBLIC STATEMENT OF 
SUPPORT FOR THE U.A.R.. ENDAN3- ERE D THE 
PROSPECT OF A PEACEFUL OUTCOME. 

6. ALL ARAB GOVERNMENTS ARE LIKELY TO SUPPORT 
the U.A.R. GOVERN- MENT~S V I E WA T THEY ARE 

entitled to close the STRAITS OF TIRAN TO 






IS'^AEL SHIPPING ANDifiTHEY WILL ACCUSE THOSE WHO 


OBJECT OF SUPPORTING 


ISRAEL. THE OB J EC T I ON IS , 


IN FACT. BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 


INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE WIDER INTEREST OF ALL 


MA R ITIME NATI ONS 


IN ASSURING THE RIGHT OF 


PASSAGE THROUGH INTERNATIONAL STRAITS. 


EVEN 


WHEN THEY ARE WITHIN TERRITORIAL WATERS. POSTS 


IN ARAB 


COUNTRIES SHOULD GIVE PARTICULAR 


EMP HA S IS TO THIS. 


7. H.H.G.. ALONG WITH MANY OTHER GOVERNMENTS. 


EXPRESSED TH El R 


SUPPORT FOR THE FREEDOM OF 


PASSAGE THROUGH THE STRAITS OF TIJ^AN IN 


THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 4 MARCH J957. AS PRESIDENT 

NASSER HAS N ©W DECLARED HIS INTENTION OF 
ENYING THIS FREEDOM BY PREVENTING THE PASSAGE 


OF 


SRAEL FLAG SHIPS AND EXERCISING 


y^N TRA 


CONTROL OVER OTHERS. H , M. G . ARE SUPPORTING 

* 

ACTION IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO DEAL WITH 
THE PRESENT DANGEROUS SITUATION AND ARE ALSO 


CONSULTI NG OTH E R 


interested governments on 


MEANS OF asserting FREEDOM OF PASSAGE. 


3 THE FOREGOING IS FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND 


for USE IN CONVERSATION. 
PUBLICATION IN THIS FORM 


IT IS NOT FOR 


J • 







9. MY IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING GUIDANCE GIVES 

4 

BACKGROUND TO H.M.G.-S POLICY STATEMENTS ON 


r HES E SU B JE CTS. 





British Il.roacsy, Rabat, 





Upon the closuz^e of the Aq.aha Gtilf for laraeli ships 
the situation In the Middle Kast reached a snapping 
point* The Soviet Uhlan and liberal countries are 
giving support to the U*A.H« step while Western 
States, especially America, Britain and Canada have 
taken a stand against It* Arab States are preparing 
for the battle while France Is proposing a meeting of 
the Big Four, which the U*A*R« has rejected* 


2* Cives a summary of the Soviet ultimatum In respect 
of the situation In the Middle Bast* The statement 
mentioned that the crisis has been brought to a point 
by a handful of colonial petrol monopolists In whoso 
orbit Israel was rotating* 


3* Tells of the celebration today of "Africa Day", and 
states on the ocoaslcm tliat 809$ of African territory 
has BO far been liberated, but.30 million Africans 
are still in bondage and ought to be freed* 

Special News Items* 

^0 ^ ^ 

1 • In relating the Bequence of events In the Kiddle East 
states that Arah and liberal States are all in sympathy 
and many an Arab C^ovemnent has offered te despat«h 
armies to the front. Meanwhile British Forces In the 
Mediterranean are getting ready for emergency. 


2. U.a.S.M.' issued a statement expressing solidarity with 

Arabs in their holy battle against the enemy, on behalf 
of students and all Moroccan progressists. The DQTV 
which believes in the liberation of Palestine by means 
known to celenlallsts express Moroccan s tudents* 
readiness to participate in the battle. 


3* Peking; M.A.P. Anti-British dsmanstrations are 
continuing In Peking following the znutours of the 

loss of 200 Chinese during the disturbances In Hong 
Kong. 


h* London; M.A.P. A British spokesman said that his 

Oovemment was worried about the treatment of British 
Biplemats in Communist China, one of idiom was actually 
kicked about in Shanghai. 

5» BalafreJ saw Jamal Abdul Nasser and cMuiunlcated to 
Morocce's attitude towards the situatlom in the East. 


CMiaent 


-The-editorial states that the time has come for 

rescuing the Arab world from Israel, the colonial stooge 

oi“2***? years, has been helped and supported 
by Western States te keep the Middle East under their 

thumb. Arabs are standing in one line with liberal 

countries close behind and are facing Israel whloh is 

receiv^ eolonial backing. The battle will be decisive 

not on^ tmv Israel but for celemialio* at whose hands 

Arabs ^e scored long enough. Arabs are prepared t* 

t^lr^* <i®*P of their blood; and victory will be 
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5POKESMAM OM MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 









iV4' 


SPOKESMAN VAS ASKED AT TODAY'S FOREI&N OFFICE PRESS CONFERENCE 


IF HE HAD ANY COMMENT ON THE REPORTED FRENCH PROPOSALS FOR 


t 9 


BIG 


FOUR" TALKS ON THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. HE REPLIED THAT THE ' 
FRENCH ANBAS ^ADOR HAD CALLED ON THE PERMANENT UNDER-SECRETARY AT 
THE FO THIS MORNING FOR 20 MINUTES TO PUT FORMALLY TO HIM THE 
PROPOSALS REFERRED TO BY THE FRENCH MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
YESTERDAY. 


"SINCE WE FIRST SAW PRESS REPORTS WE HAVE BEEN STUDYING THEM 
VERY CLOSELY," HE ADDED, " AflD I AM NOT RPT NOT IN A POSITION 
fh GIVE YOU A REACTION AT THIS MOMENT." 

A CORRESPONDENT: "ARE YOU AWARE OF ANY BRITISH SHIP ON ITS WAY 
TO THE GULF OF AQABA?" 

SPOKESMAN REPLIED UNATTRIBUTABLY: "NO. MY INFORMATION IS THAT 
NO BRITISH SHIP IS EXPECTED IN THOSE WATERS FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT 
WEEK." 


CORRESPONDE.NT; " IS THIS BECAUSE SHIPS HAVE BEEN ASKED NOT TO 


GO THERE OR BECAUSE NONE WERE DUE IN ANY CASE?" 





SPOKESMAN: ''NONE IrtlRE DUE.” END UNATTRIBUTABLE. 



ASKED TO COMMENT ON REPORTED STATEMENT BY MR. GEORGE THOMSON, 
IISTER OF STATE FOREIGN AFFAIRS, IN WASHINGTON, SPOKESMAN SAID: 
AS THE FOREIGN SECTY SAID IN HIS LECTURE IN MOSCOW, IfflAT VIE HAVE 
DO IS TO PREVENT WARLIKE MEASURES BEING TAKEN BY EITHER SIDE IN 


HIS DISPUTE. 


i • 


A CORRESPONDENT: ”DO YOU CONSIDER THE SECURITY COUNCIL EXERCISE 
COMPLETED NOW OR DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS FOR A NEW INITIATIVE?” 

SPOKESMAN: ” THE MEETING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL WAS 
ADJOURNED WITHOUT FIXING A TIME TO RESUME.” 


UNATTRIBUTABLY HE ADDED: "THE FEELING OF A NUMBER OF DELEGATES 
WAS THAT THE REPORT OF THE SECTY GENERAL SHOULD BE AWAITED.” 

EflD UNATTRIBUTABLE. 


CORRESPONDENT: "DO YOUR APPROACHES TO VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS 
INCLUDE THE EGYPTIANS?” 

SPOKESMAN: "INSOFAR AS WE ARE ABLE TO CONTACT ALL POWERS, 
IT WOULD.’’ 


ENDS. 
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CIRCULAR RETVACT 81025 


BRITISH SUPPORT WAS ANNOUNCED TOMIGHT .THURSDAY) FOR THE FRENCH 
PROPOSAL THAT THERE SHOULD BE FOUR-POl^EH DISCUSSIONS ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST SITUATION. 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM PRIME MINISTER WILSON’S OFFICE IN LONDON 


STATED: 


"THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT l^IELCOHE THE PROPOSAL, ANNOUNCED 
YESTERDAY BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, FOR HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF FRANCE, THE UNITED STATES, THE SOVIET 
UNION, AND GREAT BRITAIN, ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT ARE PREPARED TO CO-OPERATE FULLY IN GIVING 
EFFECT TO THIS PROPOSAL". END STATEMENT. 


THE BRITISH CABINET. UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF PRIME MINISTER 


WILSON. HAD MET FOR TWO HOURS EARLIER 


THE DAY. 
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CLAIR fi'r 8 
iCRITY PCREIGN OPFICB AND CXMIMONWEALTH OFFICE TO CERTAIN MISSIONS 


GUIDANCE NO. 117 
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25 MAY, 1967 



MIDDLE EAST SITUATION; FRENCH PROPOSAL FOR FOUR POWER TALKS. 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS ISSUED TODAY;- 

QUOTE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WELCOMES THE PROPOSAL ANNOUNCED 

YESTERDAY BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT FOR HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE GOVERNMENTS'OF FRANCE, UNITED STATES, SOVIET UNION AND 

GREAT BRITAIN ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. 

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ARE PREPARED TO CO-OPERATE FULLY IN GIVING 

effect to this proposal, unquote 

1. YOU MAY SAY UNATTRI3UTA3LY THAT WE WILL BE KEEPING IN 

TOUCH WITH All the GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED TO DISCUSS HOW THIS 
PROPOSAL CAN BE IMPL01ENTED. 

2. WE WILL BE FLEXIBLE ON THE WAY IN WHICH THE DISCUSSIONS CAN BE 

BROUGHT ABOUT, BUT WE WOULD WISH THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE 
TALKS AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO BE MAINTAINED. 
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• Lc Comltd '^x^^cutiX' du a 

: pour oxaioir.er la situation ou 
X f;iCe rotro natioii cjr^ibo^ 


jrti do l*lotiql'il s’out rau.^ en sdx'.cc oxtraordii*airc • 

•oyar. Orient at la in^r.acc dla'o^rouae h. laqu'jllc f.-it 5 


i 

i 




t 


*V;‘ros 3*ftrj T%i 'rociic du tr;;3idont alial *I ?a?4. d:u:s clinif^.u? piiri ai'sinc, 
ria son poiat do .vug qu-v t \ la uituation duncTsrcuao qu-j corju^ist-aat las 
oT-oGa, In Co.-iittS cxJc'Jiif a d'.cida do puuliar lu declaration ouiv-:ute l 



.^u r.on.'t .aSaa ou la : ation n.'aao en Orient ccq'^o sn Ocoidont, eapare libdrar 
la ir ;l';ii,ino, ot laver la hOi.ta do l*occupa.ion da la to'rc s^dnto par una poi'^ndo 
da tor oristos avaaturiers ctra.i.;;'ir3 \ cotta tsiroi cu ca tr.oaaat l*4wt dos 
r.iCistos oiordatoa oiaiiuca Ics o-ys araoss lialtrophaa n'uiic juorre, nett tnt on du^i^ar 
lu p^ix at la sccurits dcs aruas ct inariouuvre las it^ts colotaaliatos ct inipdriap 
llst :3 pour 1*aider d^uia sas visdea uolliqueuscs contre los pays uraooa qui so so t 
*io.iliSb3 pour ddfaudre 1 ur intdi;rite ct lour dignitc. 


: 

: 

: 


Lo lirti do l^Istiqlal qui oonsidera lu lalcatine comuc portie intoyru^itc de 
la lotion ct qui dc tous temps a plac4 p.ir"! los pr^’dercs ciuscs pour Ics- 

qualloa il cocnaatt la liberation do la i tlo tiz.c ot lc rOi.our des tuuoca duns lours 
droits spoliJs fait oux istiql.ili .-no ct k tous los citoycus erases la daclurition 
auiv^aatc t 

19- Le r.^Tti do I'lstiqlul considerc que la iaijt ou oycn Orir^nt nc peut ^tra 
assuroe t:-at quo aubsisto on «‘^csti.ao spolidci ua dt;.t sioninte hottilc* 

liO idorti do I'Istiqlul eatime d^alcflicnt qu'il no pout y avoir dc solution 
aux proclbrnos du . oyvtz Criout qu'oi: faiand dispuraltrc cct itat do fait qui illuatrc 
lo vroi viaa^ du coloniolisne ot du racisne ct qui ost la &zU3C du drama a*uu ndllion 
ot daoi d'dtrcs desh.'ritJe vivant dans lu pouvret^t lu .niscrei Ins privationsi 
l*ii>oranco et la raalidio, alors quo Ihuts foyers ont eta occu.-is p x dos ^.roupem nt© 
(i*avoz'«turiorS| qui b6 uficirdont leers p^^s ro^pectifs da tous loo droits dc la 
citoyox'i^etc, de I'omploi st do lu liborte i 

Lc x'arti dc I'istiqlal procla^c sa solldcriti- avtc los coabt^ttads 
polo Unions qui mknont la lutto k I'lntdrlcur dcs territoires occupes, ot conaidere 
1 :ur tetion ^loriouso cojituo unci pirtic do la lutto pour la liucrte quo doit aoncr 
tout '^ube et tout usulrux oar tous sort rospo-isables dc la liberation do la 

f; I r ntii^ 0 • 

29- Lo irorti do l*lr.tiqldl co'.sidsre quo la menace qui plane sur Is . oycn 
vriont et^qui p^t cii;:e. drar uno ;::u.^tTe ou no soront pas saulos pjrtios los p.iya 
orabca ct Isr*Sl-lqui profits dc cotte situation pour rcicv/rc ocs p.*ojlbr.os 
.rticulicra^, est lo ssul fait d'lsra^l ct aos pays inip^rialiotes qui con.;.lo ..ant 
uvne llo# 
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BRITISH BMBAS8T, 
RABAT. 

26 May, 1967. 


Z enclose the text of a resolution on 
the Middle Bast situation Issued by the Istlglal 
party and published In the press today. Although 
It does no more than reflect the party line which 
has always been openly nationalistic towards larael. 
It Is nonethelesa noteworthy In two respects> It 
la the first une(iulToeal prise de position from 
any quarter In Morocco since the crisis began a 
week age I and Allal el Faasi was fully consulted 
In hla hospital bed. This means of course that 
his leadership of the party Is still formally 
acknowledged, despite his long absence from the 
political scene. 


(a. L. Southom) 


H. Baker, Isq., 

North d East African Department, 

Foreign Office, 


tmcLaflflTrrgD 



AUBASJA^S DB LA 



AR 3Z UviIS 


RABAT 


Repliquo de le Ulnictre doa Altaires 

Etrancr^rea de la ^opubllque Arabe Unle con- 
—cornant la daclaratlon de UR. Brov/on Ulrilstre 
dea .^fairea IStran^^rea Brltaaioue dans laquolle 
11 pretend qu'll faut oonaultcr loa atata Intereaaea 
avant de mottre fin it la Ulssion de F.U«N«U« 

3«E« Monsieur U* Riad dit n^taoinAnt: 


fr 


/fZ^ 


t 


XL seDblo quo UR« Browen no voulait pas ronprondro 
la roalite dana la re^ion.De plur sea opin:.'>n8 s«'.r la 



F*U«U«U* sont adalaoiblo et defoi‘*uo le rSlf do !'«U« 
taR«Browen croit qu*on pout lapos^r la F,U,r^U. centre 
la volonto doa natlona,cette pen? ^e no aer* aocc.ite que 
par los p;.ya iDperlallates • 

La FaU»t«'«U* eat venue en et a Gn; i apr £s 

1 * autorla atlon du ^uverneaont E^-vption et par vslx do 
cona«':quence le {^ouvernoir.ent S^yp* Lon h. le -"oit k 
n*lnporte quel oooent de mettre fin k la u^sslor. do F*U«N*U» 
sane avis prealable* 

Le Linlstre de la ajpi te que tou.e tertetlve vise 

k aenor la donto don cc prlnclpo rlor d^au^re bi’t quo 

d*aff4lbllr la rtfle de H*U. 


4 


V 


nmsR mASSY 


RABAT 

26 «■/ 1967 


TBor 

Z hare t • hoooor to tronwlt herowith for Toor 
Bxselianey'o lafcanc Ion eztroeto fron a apooeh on the 
altoatlOB In the Raet aer'e on the 2l4th of tfay tgr the 
Right Honourable ''orold "lleona H,p,, prise Rinlator of Her 
Rejeetar’e Oorem-crt Ir the milted Ingdom, The following 
farther infomaticr m the policy of ngr Oonnanant will, I 
hope* be of Interest* 



Her Majesty's O orew in e p t hare repeatedly oade clear that 


In their Tlee this haa been aupereeded by Sr* HeenlUan's 
etateaent of lb May 1963« as aOhoegucntly reafflmed In 
Parllanent by the Prime ''Inlater and the Pcrelgn neeretanr 


In 1965 and 1966. 

In the trlpca>tlte deelarotlcn the t h rlOcwemnenta ateted 
their intentlOBB 


(a) about the si^ly of araa to the Vlddle ^et| and 

(b) in the ercnt of attenpts to Tlllate the frontlera or 
arRRstloe lines Ir the area* 


At that tine there were Brltitfi foreea 1- Rgypt* Jordan and 
ZroQ* The later otateswnta eephasloe Her Bajesty'a 
Ooeemeent'e rleir that the cnlted Hatlona Is prloaiRy 
reeponelble for the nalntenanee of peaoe In the area* 



re wish to retain friendly relations with both sides In 
tMs dispute and In all ether dleputes and rlwalrlee in the 
ares* He deplore the resort to fores by either side to 
settle disputes* Her Majesty's Ooremaient here e deep 


/Interest 


•llenay Dr* Ahnsd Larski* 
■Inieterftr foreign Affelre* 

RABKT. 









itaVftat In the nalntcnanoe of poaeo and atablllty In tha 
area and aopport the United ffntlona aaehlnery eatabllahed to 
work tovaiMa thla tttd* 



The Frloe ’’Inloter haa atatad Her Majeaty'a Ooramnant'a 


currant poaltlon on ntivlgatian throufih the atralta of Tlran 
and In the Onlf of Aqaba In a apeeeh at Vargata on 2k Way. 

In the Tlair of Ver ’'ajeatjr'a Oore nnent, the Stralta of Tlran 
are an Intematlo el vatarway throurh alileh ahlpa of all 
natloai^ Ireluding Inraal* hare the right to Innoeent paaaage. 

The tnltad ^reb Tteplblle and Saudi Arabia elala territorial 
aea extendlr^ to tnelTa allea. Her Vaje8ty*a ooromoent do 


not raeognlae this* Pat atran were It reeognlsed, there would 
atllllbe a right of Innoeent paaaage beeaus' the Stralta are 


uaad for International navigation between the high aaaa and the 
territorial waters of laraal and Jordan (aa well aa Saudi 
Arabia md the United Arab 'Republic)* *rtlele 16 of the 
1956 flanawa Conrertlon on the territorial aen refera* 

'TlM united Arab iTepaftlle elaiaa to be ir a state of war 
with laraal and ther fai^ to azarolaa belligerent righta. Her 


Vajeaty'e Oowarr ua ent do not reeognioe that a state of wa 
azlata* In thla conneotlen seeority Cowneil Reaolatien 


95 of 1 Sapteaber, 1951» i* relerant, partleularly the 
following paregrephs 

*8inaa the aralatiea x4glne« whleh has bean in 
bxistanoa for nearly two and a half years^ is of a 
pemanent ehoi'aotar, neither party ean renaonably 
aasart that it is aotlTely a lalligarent or requlrea 
to ezareiae tte right of rlslt* aaareh and aaiaure for 


any lagitlBata 





liar Maje; ty*a OeeamDent'a wiaw ia that the Saenrity 



oheold eoBtinas to be guided by this eeaai 



r 

a 



•nd shoQld hold rospoaoihlo my Btate ohieh oooalta a hrao^ 
of Intamati-ral pcaeo aal oeeurity« 


I hare the honour to he^ 

▼Ith the highest eoneldaratlonf 
Tour l^xeellaney's obedient Serrant, 



lO-^y 


jUPASSADB DK OBA^UB 
BftKTAOVE^ 

1A1»AT 


U 26 nai 1967 



Morsleor le ^'inlatref 

J*al I'hosuKTur S9 rone tr<«n8mettre ei-lnelua^ poor 
la gouverse do Votn "xeallenca« dea eztrnlta d*tm dlaeoara 
prononed le 2U col par le Right ’-onourable Rarer Rilaon» 
V.P*, ’realer I'lnlstre du Ooxnremement Rrltaimlgue an Sooraune 
Uni* an anjet de la altuatlon au Proehe Orient. ^'eaptre 
gue lea renaelgncr onto addltlonnela erneemant la politique 
de non Oomremcntr.t vena reront utllea* 



Le OoTrremcr^r.t Brltannlque a, h malr.tea repriaea^ 
ezpllquj elalrer.crt qa*d eon point de me la ddelamtlon en 
queatlon a €tS rcplaede par la ddelaratlon de Horaleur 
raemlllan en dntr dn Ih nal 1965t pai* la aultOf a Sti 
rdaffirmde an eclr. du Perleaent par le Preoler vlnlatre et le 
•'Inlatre dee''Affaire a Etranekree en 1965 et on 1966. 

Dana la d^elorntlor tripartite, lea trola sovmnMo^nte 
ont fait 6tat de Isura Intentions quant It 

(a) la foTimlture d'amea an vqsren Orient) et 

(b) l*4mntnr.ilt6 d*attenteta de rlolatlon dea frontlbrea 
on llgnee dc I'amlstlee dans eette rdglon. 

A eette 4poque, dea treui>eB brlt nnlqnes otatlonnalent en 
Egypte, Jordanle et Iraq. Lea dlelaratlcma nltdrlenres 
soullgnent le point de me dn j^oommenent Brltannlqoe snimnt 
leqnel lea Retlonn Dnlee aont en preader lievrvoeponaablea 


da nalntlan de la palx dana eette rdglen. 



Roae ddelrono deaearer en relatione anlealea ome lea 


denx partlaa dans eette dlepate, et 



Kneellenee VenBieor le ] 
Vlnletre dee Affaires 

RABAT. 



La 


t dana tontes 


iM antraa dlaputeo et rlTalltla da eatta x‘4slon« Noua 
<#plopona la raeoura k la forea, par I'ane ou I'autre pertia, 
pour la r4fiej!ent da dleputea. La OouTamaisent Brltannigua 
a tm profond dana la Brirtlan da la polz at da la 

Btabllit^ drre ectta r^glon^ et aacorde aon appul k touta 
action daa rationo TMlea k eat affat. 



T<a Praaler "inlatrat au eoura d*an diaaonra la 24 aal k 
Vargatet a axpllqul la poaltion aetualla du (rOuTamaeant 
Brltaimique qusnt £ la narlgatlon k trrTare la dtftrolt da 
Tlran at la Golte d’Aqaba* An point da me du Oonrernenent 
Britannlque, la diftreltade Tlran aat una rela d'aan Inter- 
natlonala k travors laqnalla lea navlraa da toutaa lea aatlonay 
7 eomprla Taraal* ont la droit da naTlguer aana aneonbra. 

La k^pabllr-cr Araba DBla at 1* Arabia ^londlta ddelarant 
que lacra eauz torrltorlalea a'ltandent juaqu'k 12 nllea 
(19 Icllonktraa) • La Oovramanint Brltnnnlque ne reeonnalt poo 
ee droit. ValBf r^kaa dana l*affirnatlTa» 11 ezlataralt 
tonjonra nn droit da paaaaga aana aneoabra, ear la ditrolt 
aat ntlllad ponr la naTlgatlon Internationale antra la haute 
awr at laa aauz terrltorlalaa d'laraal et Jordanla fat 
dgalamant eallae d*Arable Slondlta at da la Kdpubllqna Arabe 
Unla). L*Artlela 16 da la Comrantlo'- da Oankra da 1958 anr 
laa aauz tarritorlalaa an fait fol. 

La idpubllqua Araba Ubla pritand Atra an 8tat da guarra 

araa laraal at^ pnr aonalquantf d'azaroar daa drolta da 

ne 

balllgirant. La Ooxrramaaant Brltaanlqua/raaoBnalt pes 
q:u*il azlata un 8tat da guarra. Dana aa aontazte^ la 
Bdaelntlon Ha* 95 8a Ceaaell da 84earlt4 an data du lar 
aaptaabra 1991 a*eppllg:na at tout partlauUkraaent la 
paragrapha anlTanti 

/"Pnlagaa 


L 


nmisQa* la r0glfia da I'anilatiaa* qul azlata depuls 
preaQua daoz ana at daal» a un earaetlkra paraanant, nl 
I'uaa ni 1*autre partla na pant afflraar aree ralaon 
qu'elle eat un bollis^rant aetir» at gn*alla a beaoln 
d*e a earear la droit da TlBltat oxsisen ou aalaia dana un 
but qualaonguc l^gltijie da propra ddfenaa*” 

La paint da rue du OouTamanent Britaanlqua eat qua la 
Cooaail da Sdeurltd devrait oontinoar & s'inaplrar de oatta 
aonalddratlon^ at derralt tanir raspoaaabla tout Atat qul 
anfalndralt % la palz at I la alaurltd latamatloBales* 

Ja Toua pria de orolra, Uonaleur la ^laistrf', k 
I'aasuranaa de na heuta eoaaiddratlon. 


(L,0. nellldajr) 
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The crisis has been fully eorered In news presentation 
and comment by both the French and Arable press. In 
general the line has been svipport for the U.A.R. In her 
actions and oondsnnatlon of the Western powers for 
wishing to maintain the status quo In the ares. 

stages 
but later 
M. Balafrej* 
on the slae 


2. "Al Anbaa* (seml-offlolal) In the early 
confined Itself largely to factual accounts 
gave such Importance to the announcement of 
mission to Cairo and came out aore strongly 
of the Arabs. 


3. The lstlq.lall presa have predictably followed the 
Arab thesis that Israel Is a running sore that must be 
rsaoved and that her present aggressive intentions are 
a direct result of the eneourageaent given her by 
Western Imperialist powers. The visit of M. BalafreJ 
to Cairo was generally welcoaed* though the hope was 
expressed that he would offer material backing In 
addition to expressions of moral support. "Al Alaa" has. 
In particular, contrasted the support the U.S.8. R. and 
her allies have extended to the Arabs with the attitude 
adopted by the U.8.A., the U.X. and Canada whose sole 
aotlve Is the aalntenance of their colonialist position 
in the middle last. 


0517) A.OJL 


A 




i 


U« * A1 (Independent) hazards a guesa that 

Morocco will offer to send a military force to Oaza but 
atreases that the chief danger Ilea In the poaalblllty 
of a major conflict between the two great power blooa ^ 
as a result of support extended by each side to the 
Arabs and the Israelis. The paper condemns Imperialism 
and colonialism but a^so calls for unity among the Arabs 
saying that It Is only the diwisions between them which 
have enabled Israel to survive for the past 16 years. 


5. (" Le Petit Marocaln * and " La Yigle * have In 
general relied on agency reports. In particular A.F.P. 
with the addltlop of some tendentious headlining (see 
my Retract 16 of 23 May). The French ];>ositlon has thus 
received excellent coverage, their proposal for a four- 
power conference being awarded banner headlines whilst 
a Cairo statement of confidence in France and partlcula: 
ly in General de Gaulle was given full treatment. 

^ VIgj^ today publishes a stateaent attributed 
by Cairo Radio to H. Balafrej to the effect that Klng^ 
Qovernaent and people of Morocco are solidly'behind the 
U.A.Re and her "adequate measures" to combat the 
aggressive machinations of Israel and laperlallsa* 




X 


HOLLIDAY 


f 


I 


.1 

U 


% * 


^ •• 




• • • 









I 


/ 





L'OPimCN - FRIDAY 26 HAY 


ECLARATiON 


Parti d« ritHqUI s*«tt 


La Comitd Ex^cutif du 
rduni an t^anca cxtraordinaira pour axaminar la titua- 
fion au Moyan-Oriant at la manaca ii laqualla fait 


PatJ dam ta cliniqua^p^tlanna, ^ pS >oq ^i«t 
ST^a quant k la situation dangarauaa qua connait- 
tant las pays arabes, la Comiti Exdcutif a ddcidd da 
publiar la d^laration suiv^nta : 

Au monent in«me on la NaUon arabe cn Orient comme 
en Occident eaiidre liMrer la l*ale«ilnc el laver la home de 
I'ocTupation de la terrc aalnte par une polfn^ de terroristca 
aventurlers elranacre A cetle terre* en ce monent memo 
It I'Etat H des raciNtea lioniatee menace let pays arabet Uml- 
trophet d*une roerre. metlani en danger la paU et la aAcurltd 
det Arabes el nuinceuvre let Etats colonlalistes et Impdrialla* 
let pour raider dant set vltdes belllgueutet eonire let pays 
aratet qui te torn UMbiliseM pour dCfendre leur Inldfiild et 
ieur difnlie. 

Le Parti de ristlqlai qui consIdCre la Paleatlne comme 
partle Inldgrantc de la Nation arabe et qui de toua tcmpa 
a placd parml let premieres cautet pour leequellet 11 combat, 
la llbdratlon de la l*alestlne et le retour det Arabes daua leurt 
drellt apolids, fail aut Iviiqlalient et A tout lea cltoyeua arabes, 
la declaration tnlvante : 


Orient^ 1"* *• '**■ Moyai^ 

calanUHi^^ ^ ^ •"* Uluaire le era! eleare du 

ycre. qui braeflelaieat dant leurt part retneeiUa dm tAna Im 
droit, de te ettonnneM. 0 . to 

r “I'dorit* oTfc let com- 
* ^ *** r! !«" Pterteute comm 

iiC^.toj; £"!. aJIuIs,"- •" <«• *• 

ULil fL??*. w CMPudrer one pMire oA ne 

if* *r***!i purtlee lea part qrabet H m laradl » fqul 

irMUj?^i*t_rL* •**"?*!*" *^“dre m* probldmet parti- 

- « de. Mr. llSMSS; 

'“r..inrM,rs K?7.ar""' *• “> 

-ffT**. ^fJ’*"**f*^ oaeure de eon enUdrr solldtHM 
tout let papp arabee qui tent .0 Pavant-garde de ea lutte. 

^ »■ WNubat eacr* «ul daft Atre 

r"'* ^ ^ bPi»qp, H iiu w m bUdMUMe. ^ a t # 
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DISTRIBUTION 
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^HOM WE ARE NOW IN CONSULTATION ABOUT 
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INTERNAUONAL ACTION TO MAINTAIN TH 



IGHT OF 


FREE PASSAGE 


THROUGH THE GULF OF AQABA AND THE 
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‘ELEgra:^ :io guida:jce 120 of 27 may 


G*JLF OF A'5A3A, 



U.M.SEGRETARY-GEMERAL (UJ a mote to the assembly dated 27 FEBRUARY, 


^ I '■> 


I 

TI 


WLUDE THE PREVEMTIOM OF ACTS OF BELLIGEREMCY AT THE STRAI 

' :/lTH ISRAEL THAT UMEF* 


rI:i , 



AGREEpEMT_l 


TH 


ROCEDUR 



THAT U 
S ’';iTHD 


•EBRU^ 

ITS of) 
jnm.n—' 


S FUNCTION UOULD 
RA^/AL FROM SHARM E3 


SHEIKH WOULD BE FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO INFORM THE ADVISORY 
COMiNlTTEE OF UNEF, WHO WOULD DETERMINE 'WHETHER THE MATTER SHOULD 
BE REFERRED TO THE ASSEMBLY. 

2. THE UNITED STATES: 

(A) PRESIDENT EISENHOWER WAS WOTED BY ISRAEL M.F.A. AS HAVING 
PUBLICLY STATED ON 20 FEBRUARY, 1057, QUOTE WE SHOULD NOT ASSUME 


THAT, 


PREVE 


USING THE SUEZ CAN’AL OR THE GULF OF AQABA UNQUOTE. 

IB) WHITE HOUSE MEMORANDUM OF II FEBRUARY NOTED THAT ISRAEL QUOTE 
WILL WITHDRAW FROM SHARM ES SHEIKH IF CONTINUED FREEDOM OF PASSAGE 
THROUGH THE STRAITS IS ASSURED UNQUOTE: DESCRIBED THE GULF OF AQABA 
AS QUOTE INTER:'AT1CNAL WATERF UNQCUTE IN '.'JHICH NO NATION HAD THE 
RIGHT TO PREVENT FREE AND INNOCEN’T PASSAGE: AND STATED THAT THE 
U.S, 'MS PREPARED TO EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF FREE AN'D INNOCENT PASSAGE 
ON BEHALF OF U.S. VESSELS AND QUOTE TO JOIN 'WITH OTHERS TO SECURE 
GENERAL RECOGNITION OF THIS RIGHT UNQUOTE. 


1-57, IN 


(O U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, IN THE ASSEMBLY DEBATE OF 2 MARCH, 

NOTING THE ISRAEL STATEMENT SAID THAT THE U.S. DID .NOT CONSIDER THAT 
THE ISRAEL DECLARATIONS MADE ISRAEL’S WITHDRAWAL FROM SHARM ES SHEIKH 
CONDITIONAL, BUT THAT THEY CONSTITUTED QUOTE RESTATEMENTS OF WHAT HAS 
ALREADY BEEN SAID BY THE ASSEMBLY OR BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IN HIS 
REPORTS, OR HOPES AN’D EXPECTATIONS WHICH SEEM TO US NOT U.. 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE PRIOR ACTIONS OF THE ASSEMBLY UNQUOTE. 


IlfEASO 









ISRAEL M.F.A. tJOTED WITH GRATIFICATIOM THAT LEADING MARITINE 


POi'/ERS 


IN THE GULF OF A'^ABA, WERE PREPARED TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE DOCTRINE SET 
UT IN THE U.S. NENORANDUN AND HAD A SIMILAR INTENTION TO EXERCISE 



KIR RIGHTS. ISRAEL WAS RESOLVED ON BEHALF OF l^ESSELS OF ISRAEL 
f,15TRY TO EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF FREE AND INNOCENT PASSAGE AND WAS 
PARED QUOTE TO JOIN WITH OTHERS TO SECURE UNIVERSAL RESPECT OF 
THIS RIGHT UNQUOTE. SHE WOULD REGARD INTERFERENCE BY ARNED FORCE 
WITH SUCH ISRAEL SHIPPING AS AN’ ATTACK ENTITLING HER TO EXERCISEHMEC 
INHERENT RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE UNDE« 




ARTICLE 51 OF THE CHARTER AND 
TO QUOTE TAKE ALL SUCH MEASURES AS ARE NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE FREE 
AND INNOCENT PASSAGE OF HER SHIPS UNQUOTE. 

4. U.K. STATEMENTS '.-.'ERE REPORTED IN VERBATIM 222. 




FRANCE REGARDED THE GULF OF AQABA AND THE STRAITS OF TIRAN Ao 
CONSTITUTING INTERNATIONAL WATERS, INTENDED TO EXERCISE ITS RIGHT 
OF FREE NAVIGATION EFFECTIVELY, AND CONSIDERED THAT ANY OBSTRUC¬ 
TION OF ITS FREEDOM OF PASSAGE WOULD BE CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL 
AND THAT IT MIGHT TAKE MEASURES UNDER ARTICLE 51 OF THE 
CHARTER. THE FRENCH DELEGATE STATED THAT IN THE FRENCH VIEW 
NONE OF THE STATES BORDERING ON KTE GULF OF AQAB4 WAS IN A STATE 
OF '''AR AND THAT CONSEQUENTLY ISRAEL'S POSITION APPEARED PERFECTLY 

IN ACCORD WITH INTER NATIONAL LAW. 




ITALY CONSIDERED THE GULF OF AQABA AN INTERNATIONAL WATERWQY 
IN V/HICH NO NATION HAD THE RIGHT TO PREVENT FREE AND INNOCENT 

PASSAGE. 


7. 


THE NETHERLANDS CONSIDERED THAT PASSAGE THROUGH THE STRAITS 
OF TIRAN SHOULD BE QUOTE FREE, OPEN A.ID UNHINDERED FOR THE SHIPS 
OF ALL NATIONF KNQUOTE. IT GAVE 4 REASONSs- 

(I) THE GULF OF AQABA WAS TO BE REGARDED AS PORT OF THE OPE.I SEA 
SINCE IT WAS BORDERED BY FOUR DIFFERENT STATES AND HAD A WIDTH 
IN EXCESS OF THE THREEMILES OF TERRITORIAL WATERS OF THOSE 

LITORAL STATES. 

(II) THE STRAITS OF TIRAN CONSEQUENTLY WERE STRAITS CONNECTING THE 

Apei'I seas * 

’ III) THERE WAS A RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE THHOUGH/STRAITS EVEN IF 
* THEY 'lERE SO NARROW AS TO FALL ENTIRELY WITHIN THE TERRITORIAL 

'.JATERS OF ONE OR MORE STATES. 

IV) IN SUCH A CASE THE LITTORAL STATES HAD THE RIGHT TO VERIFY THE 


( 


iMMnrTTMT '^HAT7Ar*TEP OF THE PASSAGE* BUT THIS RIGHT OF VER 
iil5^fio'f^EX?3T WHERE A STRAIT CONNECTED TWO PARTS OF THE 

















y 




>E 9EGA1DED THE GULF JF A^.ASA A.;D THE I’TT^AlTj OF TllA;.' A? 

:o;!iT1tuti.!G i.;te'i;!ati„;:al "'atets, i.;te;:ded to exehoi’e tight 

iF.’FEDElHB'/TBATlfiNYEEBETJUiaiLy.:, A;’ 

OF IT'J FTEEDOn OF PA ' WtE;: ■??? ?3 : 






T 


PRODEOfE HABATA 


EA3IRE3 UMDER ARTICLE 31 OF THE CHARTER. THE 



FRE.'JCH DELEGATE STATED THAT I.'! T.HE FREI.’CH VMEU .'.’OL’E OF THE STATES 



"BORDERlilG 


V* • 


THE GULF OF AQABA UA3 i;’ A STATE OF 'AT A;;D THAT CwO 3E- 



VIE.’TLY ISRAEL' 5 PJSITl.'..' APPEARED PERFECTLY 1.! ACCORD 'MTH l.JTER- 

;:atij.;al lA'I. 

'iUOIZJFYAaABSCBE'^EDrrT;:An...;AL ;'ATER-'AY IS 

'HICH SArij.! had the right Tj PREVfE.:T FREE ASD ISS .'CEST PAS’AGE. 
U.; THE JETHE ;LA;:D1 C0..V.'IDERED that PASSAGE THR.UGil THE 3T1AITS .:F 

tira: ^ USHISDERED for the ship- of all 

SATl ? U.: !".TE. IT GA\rE - 


■>EA3w.;S:- 






I) THE GULF ,F AQABA 'AS T.. BE REGARDED AS PART «F THE OPE;.’ SEA 
LASDEHAI WAaiBTHDIRED BY FOUR DIFFERE;;T 'T .! 

EXCESS jF the THREE RILES OF TERGIi;T=)- i, 

pr:dr::ie rarat 

STATES. 

(Ill TH« STRAITS OF TIRA;.’ e...!SEQUE.:TLY '■.'ERE STRAITS CO.'L.'ECTISG THE 0 

0 psvi aoiiD'j;< 

(III) THERE '.'AS A RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE THROUGH/;3TRAITS EV^I! IF THEY 
'•.'ECS so tlARROV AS TO FAL' ENTIRELY UITHIt.’ T.HE TERRITORIAL '.'ATERS OF 

i:E OR noRE .states. 


MV) 


I.) .S'JCII A CASE THE LITTORAL STATES HAD THE RIGHT TO VERIFY THE 


IH'^ 


1 




i.j.:oce;:t character of the pas'^age. but this right of verificatio:i did 






OT EXIST ''/here a STRAIT CO.I.IECTED TUO PARTS OF THE OPE.'I SEA. 
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% • 


IJH?-ZEALAIJD SHAHED H'.M.G.' 3 VIEW A;JD BELIEVED THAT THE 


, qHOLARATIOMS made by the (J.K. AMD OTHER LEADIMG MARITIME POWERS 


SHOULD SATISFY ISRAEL'S LEGITIMATE 


INTERESTS 


THEY REGARDED THE 



SRAEL STATEMENT NOT REPEAT NOT AS LAYING DOWN CONDITIONS FOR WITH- 
AWAL, BUT AS TAMING ;J0TE OF DECLARATIONS OF POLICY BY THE LEADING 


I^MTIHE POKIER3.' 

. AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATED ITSELF WITH THE U.3. AND U.K. POSITIONS BUT 
EXPECTED ISRAEL IN EXERCISING THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE UNDER ARTICLE 
51 OF THE CHARTER, TO MANE FULL USE OF EXISTING U.N. MACHINERY IN 
seeking REDRESS AGAINST ANY ACT OF BELLIGERENCY. 

10. BELGIUM CONSIDERED THAT THE INTERNATIONAL CHARACTER OF THE GULF 
OF AOABA IMPLIEDt^^^RIGHT OF IN.NOCENT PASSAGE THROUGH THE STRAIT 
OF TIRAN AND THE GULF IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RECOGNISED RULE OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

U. NORWAY REGARDED THE STRAITS OF TIRAN AS AN INTER.NATIONAL WATER¬ 
WAY IN WHICH NO STATE SHOULD U.NDERTAXE MEASURES WHICH WOULD HAMPER 
THE RIGHTS OF SHIPS OF ANY NATION TO INNOCENT PASSAGE. 

12. DENMARK REGARDED THE STRAITS OF TIRAN AS AN INTERNATIONAL 
WATERWAY THROUGH WHICH ALL NATIONS HAD THE RIGHT OF PASSAGE. SINCE 
SEVERAL COUNTRIES BORDERED ON THE GULF OF A^ABA AND HAD PORTS THERE¬ 
IN, THE STRAITS OX TIGAC COULD NOT BE TREATEDNDIXXO/ /NQROM 


STRAITS WHICH WERE GE.NERALLY RECOGNISED AS INTERNATIONAL STRAITS. 

13. ICELAND ASSOCIATED ITSELF WITH DECLARATIONS MADE BY MANY DELE¬ 
GATIONS BUT ADDED THAT A.NY DISPUTE SHOULD BE SETTLED BY THE INTER- 
•NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. 

l'». CANADA DID NOT SUGGEST THAT THE ASSEMBLY SHOULD DETERMINE THE 
LEGAL RIGHTS IN THE STRAITS OF TIRAN AND THE GULF OF AOABA, BUT THAT 
IT SHOULD AS A POLITICAL ACT AGREE THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO INTERFER¬ 
ENCE OF INNOCENT PASSAGE THROUGH THOSE 'WATERS. 
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1 'I 


WING RECEIVED FROM TUNIS 


TUNISIAN SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS TELEGRAPHED 
TO SECRETARY-GENERAL OF ARAB LEAGUE EXPRESSING THE PRESIDENT’S 
CONCERN OVER RECENT DEVELOPMENT, CONFIRMING TUNISIA'S SYMPATHY 
AND SUPPORT FOR THE CAUSE OF PALESTINE, AND RECALLING THAT TUNISIA 
STILL CONSIDERS HERSELF BOUND BY THE UNDERTAXINGS MADE AT 
THE FIRST AND SECOND ARAB SUMMITS, AND THE FIRST CONFEREN'CE 
OF HEADS OF ARAB GOVERNMENTS. ON THE PALEST I ;;E PROBLE:’. AND 
THE POSSIBILITY OF ISRAELI AGRES'IOM AGAINST ANY RAB STATE. 
SECRETARY- GENERAL IS REMINDED THAT TUNISIA’S POSITION WAS 
defined in an OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO ARAB LEAGUE ON 

22nAY, 1,65. 




2. IN A LEADING ARTICLE ON 23 MAY, THE PARTY NEWSPAPER 
P’^OCLAIHS TUNISIA’S DEVOTION TO THE IDEAL OF ARAB SOLIDARITY 
despite EGYPTIAN CALUMNY AND SUBVERSION. BUT POINTS OUT 
HOW MUCH STRONGER THE ARAB POSITION WOULD BE IF ARAB WERE NOT 
FIGHTING ARAB IN THE miEN, IF SUSPICION AND DISTRUST WERE 
NOT UNIVERSAL, AND IF ♦CERTAIN REGIMES AND CERTAIN ORGANISATIONS 
WERE NOT WORKING TO OVERTHROW THE ESTABLISHED ORDER IN JORDAN+ 
THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS WAS DEPLORABLE REM I SCENT OF 
♦THE MONSTROUS PECES OD DEMAGOGUERY WHICH THE EASTERN HALF 
OF THE ARAB VJORLD PERIODICALLY STAGES TO IMPRESS THE CREDULOUS^. 
♦23 ”;03^ , THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES, ♦THAT THIS TIME, NASSER 
SERIOUSLY INTENDS TO RESIST TO THE END. '7E HOPE ALSO THAT 
THE ACTION THAT HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN WILL EFFECTUALLY WIPE OUT 
THE HUMILIATIONS OF THE BATTLE OF SUEZ, AND THAT THE FINAL 
RESULT WILL BE TO STRENGTHEN THE ARAB POSITION AFTER ELEVN 
YEARS OF INACTION AND ACQUIESCENCE IN ISRAELI PRETENSIONS. 


.TO THIS OBJECTIVE l^TE WILL CONTRIBUTE BY ALL 

THE MEAN’S AT CUR DISPOSAL^. 

FO PASS RABAT 10, UKMIS NEW YORK 4 AND WASHINGTON 7. 
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DISTRIBUTION 


TUN I SI 


HAS OF COURSE NO INTENTION OF DOING ANY 


MORE A BOUT 


PALESTINE THAN IS STRICTLY NECESSARY 


TO PRESERVE HER VI RTUE 


AS 


GOOb ARAB STATE 


VERBAL SUPPORT FOR SYRIA (E.G. ALSO 


BY ME SH IR I 


AT the U.N. ) IS FOR THE RECORD 


THE 


GENERAL ATTITUDE HERE IS ONE OF COMPLETE 


advance 

COPIES TO:- 


ALOOFNESS AND DISENGAGEMENT. 


AL MOS T D I SI NTERES T 


S«9.Wc.375ll/DUM000.tl/«I.CP.LG^.«2i. 










Prcssc arabc 


» 



j 


”Al-Mas8S** (indepcndant) -- 28 ct 29 mai 1967 


Lcb crises quo Ics pcaplcs traversent dc temps k autres nous permettent 
do discerner lours amis dc Icurs ennemis. C*cst ainci quo la crisc actucllc du 
Moycn-Orient a pormis aux pays arabes ct k lours dirigeants do mesurer Ic do- 
gr4 dc sinc^rit^ dc l*amitie dc ccrtaincs puisoancos ^ Icur ^gard, 

Aussi profitons^ous dc cette occasi^pour condamner la politique dec 
dirigeants dc la GrandC-Drctagr.c ct dcs Ztats-Unic, cette politique d^expansion 
colonialc qui vise notamment k irappcr Phumanitc cn plcin cocur, k (Stendre la 
domination sur Ics pcuplcs ct k s*ing^rcr dans Ics affaires int^ricurcs d'Etats 
qui ont os^ refuser la farinc americainc ct l*aidc intdrcssdc dc la Grande-Bretagne 

Par la mcme occasion nous salucrons Ics pcuplcs ct Ics gouvcrr.cmcnts 
dcs pays amis qui ont assart Ics Arabes dc lour aide ct dc Icur appui ct nous pro- 
clamcrons la fiert^ que nous 6prouvons k avoir pour amis l*Union sovi^tique, la 
Chine populairc ct tous ccs Ztats qui ont soutenu ct continuent k soutenir Ics cau¬ 
ses dc la liberty, dc la liberation ct du juste combat, 

Li'estime que nous avons pour Ic pcuplc d’Amdrique ct pour cclui dc la 
Grande-Bretagne no peat nous cmpcchcr dc crier la vdrit^ k la face dc Icuro diri¬ 
geants ct dc condamner bicn haut Icurs id^cs imperialistcs ct colonialistcs, ccs 
id^cs qui ont et^ aussi funcctcs ^ Icurs proprcc pcuplcs qu*^ tous les autres pcuplcs 
dc la terre, LMiistoirc cn cot temoin. 
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**A1-An*ba*' (officicux)-- 28 ct 29 nnai 1967 


(Manchcttc sar 8 colonncc) 

dcmandc_in^aiT?nic;it quc_ricn nG_^oit,fait qu i £uia,sp 
augnru^.^_r 4. dc_ la_t^ 

Isragl vit dar.s la pour ct Ic d^aarroi... 

Notre rgdactcar politique gcrit : 

Tou 0 Ics obscrvatcuro qui auivent dc prbo la crisc jjravc quo traverse le 
Moyen-Orient s'accordent a rcconnaftrc que Ics IcraSlicr.s se sont tromp^c dans 
lours calculs cn sous-cstimant la solidarite qui o*cst rr.anifcstgc face au danijcr 
sioniste* 


Devant la solidaritd dcs pays arabes ct le soutiori international dec amis 
dcs Arabes, lea Isragliens vivent actucllcment dans la pour ct le d^oarroi, nc oa- 
chant comment combattre la crisc qu'ils ont d^clcnchdc cux-mcmcs par Icor me¬ 
nace flaprantc centre la Syric, 

Le fait cat que la crisc continue k poser danscrcuscmcnt sur l*Oricnt ara¬ 
bc tout entier ct qu*aucun gl^mcnt dc ddtente n*cst encore intervenu. On s'attcnd 
mcme qu*cllc nc sc denoucra que par l*4clatcmc:it d’lsraCl et par le rctour du 
pcuplc palcstinicn dans sa patric usurpde. 

(••• ) Dans le rapport qu*il a public hicr sur son voyage au Cairo, M, Thant, 
secretaire general dcs Nations unica, a enumerd Ics causes dc la crisc, attirg 
I'attention sur aa oravite ct demande instamment ^ tous les Etats do nc ricn fairc 
qui puissc I'aggravcr, Isragl continue malgr^ tout ^ agitcr dcs menaces ct ^ de¬ 
clarer qu41 forcera le blocus du golfc d'Akaba, ct cola cn depit dcs conscils dcs 
Etats-Unis ct de la Grande-Bretagne qui lui rccomman.dcnt dc nc pas precipitcr 
les chosca cn cc domainc, Mais, comme il l*a declare, KI, Dean Rusk considbre 
que les Etats-Unis nc devraient pas prendre la reeponsabilite dc contrccarrcr lee 
activites dc l*unc ou l*autrc dcs deux parties, Autrement dit, lea Etats-Unis nc 
feront ricn pour cmpcchcr les Isradlicns dc forcer le blocus du golfc d*Akaba, tout 
comme ils nc feront sans doutc ricn pour combattre cc blocus. 




Cette nouvcllc attitude dcs Etats-Unis,que l*on peat dedviirc dc la declara¬ 
tion du ministre americain dcs affaires etrangcrcs, peut ctre conaiderec cn rda- 
lite comme un echcc pour lee Isradlicns. Ellc cot, sans aucun doutc, imputable 
k la solidarite agisaantc ct unanime par laqucllc les pays arabes de toutes tendan* 
CCS ont fait face k ^ette crisc grave, (,,,) 
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puissances 


T OUTES les nationi arabei cotuid^rent ^lae la UMrftttMi 
dc I* Palesttiie est une ateesalM ^ni sMnipOM pour Ui^ 
Uurer one v^iuble palx dans le Proche>OrieBt. 

La malotien d'on million ct deml de rdfufldt dans la 
misire et les privations dorant pres de vioft ans conalituara 
toniours nn eUment d'insdcuritd pour cctte rdfioB du mondc. 
Et depuis vinrt ans* forea nous eat donnde de c o a i tat a r 
Vu'aucane frauds puissance n’esi arrivde A fairs accepter 
par laiabl nne siHutlon fni respecta les draits Idfittnies da 
tout un peuiMe %ui a iU ddracind. 

Le dneipolr de ne pas falra admettra par det mofatis 
padli^ues le droit naturel et Idgitime do pcupla palest!- 
aien A recouvrer leur patrie devait fatalemcnt fain da eetCa 
rdfion une des rdfions les plus seosfUliadaa et deralt doac 
fatalameut proro^uer ce ^aa thacuna das fraudas polnatt- 
ces redoulait. 

Deg lors, tenant compta de la volontd dea Arabes A consa- 
cnr leur droit et A apporter leur soutien inrnndlflouml A 
un peuple spolie de sa patrie» certalnes frandes pntaasncea 
sTalcnt, chacune. adopts une position aui dlffAra seasiUa- 
■tint de cells qu’elles avaient suivi loro du dernier conflit an 
ISU. Apres Tattaque surtN-lse d’lsradl en 1956, la France ai 
la Grande-Bretafne avaient sccrdtement encourafd rinlCla- 
Uve israelienne et Toot assure de leur appui total. 

Ce Bont les EtatvCnis et rCnion Sovidtique qul, par 
leur ferme position avaient mis fin A cctte afreasion iaraA> 
lienne qui, normalement devait ddfdndrer en one fuerra 
dont les consdquences etalent rcdoutables. 

L'action americainr et sovidtiqur avaient apalsd las peo¬ 
ples arabes et f vojaient une forme de farantlc da palz 
an Proche-drlent, ou tout ar moins an frein aoz risdes 
expanslannistes d’fsrael. 

Entietemps sorvint la guerre du %^ietnam et la sdsdoa 
slnaaovidtiquc. Ces deux dvenements capitanx ont incoatca- 
tablement teuirversd les donndes de la politique InterBatia* 
Bale. 

L’acMon amdrlcaine an Vietnam est non senlament 
eombattne par des paps dpria da palx, mats mdme par sea 
allids traditionnels et plus partIcuUdrement la France. 
pays, aprds avoir reconnu la Chine, avait condamnd avae ana 
extrdme vigueor la guerre Inhumalna qul ddchlra ttmt mn 
peuple. 

L*rnlon Sovidtique. tout en pmelamant offtciellament 
son aCiachement A la cause du Vietnam du Nord, ne oembla 
pas vauloir s'engagrr totalemenl et Dhrslqaement. 

Et quand snrvlnt les actuals dvdnements du Moyea-Orient. 
OB a constatd que la France avait orientd dilfdremmeni aa 
aosltion h rdgard d’Israel pour tenter dc ddseupmer le Proch^ 
Orient d’unr Issue fatale tandis qua les Etats^rnls d’Amdriqua 
menacent les pays arabes par leur Intervention pour p ro t Aer 
VtUt d'lsradl. 

SI les sentiments de iTnlon Sovidtique ne seroMent paa 
avafar ebangd A rdgard des pays arabes, D n'an reata paa 
BMdtts que depuls 19M, aucune soluCian eonerdta at paelflqaa 
B'a dtd inoDoade pour rdsondra la prsWdnii palasttnleB. 

Par ailleurs on peat estimer qua la Chine qul vlent da 
praclaner offlclellemeat sa solldarHd A la causa das pays ara- 
bas, pdacra eertalnement pour amenar les grandee pulMiicaa 
A trauver rapidement an remdde A ana situation qul na pan- 
vail s'dtaraiser. 

Cast A cet effet. qn'll y a lieu de souhaiter qua la propo- 
slUoa dc la France qil actable ne pat vouloir prendre paoHmi 
sera snlvte d'une action poslUve pour mettra fin A la situation 
ddpriairiifi et inhuraalne de toat un peuple tout ca drilant 
une fuarre qni si elle est ndcessalre n’est pas an tons caa 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


OUT.VARD SAVINQRAM 


FROM ALGIERS TO FOREIGN OPPIC 


/ 





29 Mayr'f^. 


Addressed to Foreign Office No^.^ 4, Savi ng o f 29 Uay 
Repeated* Yor Tnfbrraation Saving’ to:-* ’ * ’' ’' * * * * 


Damascus No. 2 
Beirut No. 2 
Baghdad No. 1 
Amman No. 1 
Tel Aviv No. 1 
Jedda No. 1 
Kuwait No. 1 


Bahrein No. 1 
Aden No. 1 
Cairo No. 5 
Benghazi No, 1 
Tripoli No. 1 
Tunis No. 4 
Rabat No. 2 


Arab S ocialist 
The Seminar on Socialism ’in the 
Algiers from 22 to 28 Nay. 


Semina^ 
Arab’"., or Id 


took place in 


2. 3vents in the Middle Bast overshadowed the proceedings and 
ritual denunciations of imperialism 3ionisrn» etc., took up much 
of the time. But discussion appeared to be free (the rotation of 
the chair; would have made it'^difficult to limit the deleg.:*te8 
freedom); there was controversy both within and betvveen delegations; 
and in geoeral more sense seems to have emerged from the discussions 
than might have been expected. In his opening speech Boumedienne 
v/arned the delegates not to lose touch with reality, and to 
remember that the rural masses were the foundation of the Revolution 
His own speech was however somewhat rambling although he appeared 

to come down in favour of a single form of socialism for all Arab 
States rather than a "so-called diversity of socialisms'*. But he 
admitted that while the essence of socialism was unique there were 
many roads by which to arrive at it. 

3. It is virtually impossible to summarise the proceedings. The 
most interesting item \/as the discussion on economic relations 
between developing countries and the "Socialist'' States. The 
IkCinister of joreign Affairs, who led the Algerian dulegationj 
wound up the discussion by denouncing countries that accepted aid 
from the neo-Colonialists. He called on the "Socialist" countries 
to offer aid on an entirely nev/ basis: otherv,iee solidarity that at 
present existed between the devoloplng countries and the advanced 
Socialist countries would be called in question. (Fuller report 

in letter by bag, not to all.) 

4. The final communique was almost wholly political. The 
opponents of Arab socialism were listed as imperialism, feudalism, 
the capitalist classes and the balkanisation of the Arab homeland. 
Imperialism was trying to lead a counter-revolution; and the United 
States (the only power mentioned by name) was the ringleader of a 
vast co-ordinated plot against the Revolution. Unity of thought 
and action would lead to the consolidation of the unity of the 
Arab progressive forces, and would be the instrument of the 
decisive Socialist revolution in each country and in the Arab 
world as a whole. 


5 . 


It was decided to set up a Permanent Committee in Algiers and 

/Algeria 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Algeria, Syria and the U.A.R, were entrusted with the preparation 
of the next Seminar, to be held in Damascus (no date fixed). 



Two minor ooints of interest 


(a) Cherif Belkacem, the Party Co-ordinator, took no 
part in the proceedings. The Senior Party ^Representative 
involved was Salah Boubnider. This would seem to mark a 
further stage in the eclipse of Belkacem, though he 
has recently received visiting delegations and remains 
in circulation. 


(b) The P.L.O.S.Y, delegation, led by Mackawee, was 
present only at the opening sessions (thereafter it 
toured the provinces) and pleiyed no part. 
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Arab-Israel dispute 
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London Press Service 

Verbatim Service 


MIILDLL LACT 


LOAD OAKaDOM in UM SECJRITY COUMC 


FOLLCWINQ IS TLXT OF SPLLCK 3Y LORD CAr.ADOK IN THL SECURITY 
COUNCIL OF THL UNIlLu NATIONS ON r.ONDAY NAY TUENTYNINTH . 


MH PRLSIDLNT, WHEN WL NLT iKIcFLY AND I r’CONCL'JSl VLLY LAST WEEK I 
STATED THAT Wt HAD FOUR gUESTIONS TO TACKLE TOGETHER. 

f 

FIRST, now CAN TE'NSIOr: JL RELIEVED AND INNECIATE DANGERS OF 
CONFLICT KENOVED. 

SEC0?:D, how can the rights of free and UrUNPEDED PASSAGE 

THROUGH THE STRAITS OF TIRA^ 3L GJ^hRmNTEEC Ar;D ASSURED. 

AND THIRD, HOW CAN EFFEC11\.E UNITED NATIONS MEASURES AMD 
MACHINERY TO KEEP THE PEACE AND PREVENT VIOLENCE AND CONFLICT 
THROUGH THE WHOLE. AREA BEST BE WORKED OUT FOR THE FUTURE. 

Ar.D, FOURTH, WHAT NEW AND ADDITIONAL ACTION CAN 3E TAKEN 
TC PREVENT SUCH DAr’GEKS TO THE PEACE RECURRING IN FUTURE YEARS. 


I SAID 
COULD DOUBT 
OPPORTUNITY 


THAT NO-ONE COJLu. DOJuT THL DANGER, AND NO-ON'L 
THE URGEf.'CY, AND 1 SPOKE OF THE CHALLENGE AND THE 
WHICH FACED THE UNITED NATIONS. 


THERE WERE THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO BELITTLE THE DANGER AND TO 
DOUBT THL URGENCY, WE WERE TOLD THAT WE WERE ARTIFICALLY 
DRAMATISING THE SITUATION, THAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR THE COUNCIL 
TO MEET. WE WERE EVEN TOLD THAT NO SERIOUS INCIDENTS HAD BEEN 
REPORTED. 


WE HAVE PRESSED FROM THE START THAT THE COUNCIL SHOULD 
MEET AND ACT. OUR FIRST PURPOSE WAS TO SUPPORT THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL IN HIS MISSION TO CAIRO. BUT THERE WERE THOSE WHO 
MAINTAINED, AND THEIR ARGUMENTS PREVAILED, THAT WE SHOULD AWAIT 
THL SECRETARY GENERAL'S REPORT. AND NOW WE HAVE THAT REPORT. 

WE HAVE HAD AMPLE TIME TO STUDY IT. THE REPORT MORE THAN 
CONFIRMS BOTH THE DAr;GER AND THE URGENCY. IN FEARLESS LANGUAGE, 
ALL THE MORE FOf^CEFUL BY REASON OF ITS SIMPLICITY AND 
RESTRAINT, THE REPORT BOTH SHOWS THE IMMELMATE DANGERS AND 
POINTS THE WAY TO THE ACTION WE MUST TAKE. 


WE HAVE VErRY GOOD REASON, AS WE EXPECTED, TO BE GRATEFUL 
TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL FOR HIS DECISION TO GO TO CAIRO AND FOR 
THE DESPATCH WITH WHICH HE COMPLETED HIS MISSION. WE ARE 
GRATEFUL TOO FOR THE SERVICE HE HAS DONE IN GIVING US SO SOON 
AFTER HIS RETURN FROM THAT EXACTING AND CRITICAL AND LONELY EX¬ 
PEDITION A REPORT SO COMPELLING IN ITS STATEMENT OF THE DANGERS 
AND SO CONSTRUCTIVE IN ITS INDICATIONS OF THE ACTION REQUIRED. 


THE REPORT IN CLEAR AND DIRECT WORDS TELLS US HOW THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL CALLED ATTENTION TO "THE DANGEROUS 
CONSEQUENCES WHICH WOULD ENSUE FROM RESTRICTING INNOCENT PASSAGE 
OF SHIPS IN THE STRAIT OF TIRAN" AND EXPRESSED HIS DEEP CONCERN 
IN THIS REGARD THAT "NO PRECIPITATE ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN" 

AND WENT ON TO STATE THE FEAR THAT A CLASH BETWEEN THE UNITED 
ARAL REPUBLIC AND ISRAEL OVER THIS ISSUE WOULD INEVITABLY 
SET OFF, TO USE HIS WORDS, "GENERAL CONFLICT IN THE NEAR 
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WE CANNOT FAIL IN THE LIQHT OF THAT WARNINQ TO CONCENTRATE 
FIRST AND FOREMOST ON THE VITAL NEED FOR FINDING A SOLUTION OF 
THE CRITICAL PROBLEM OF THE QULF OF AQASA. AMD, AS I MADE CLEAR 
WHEN I SPOKE LAST WEEK, WE CONSIDER THAT THIS MUST TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT NOT ONLY THE NORMAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE STATES 30RDERINQ 
THE GULF 3UT ALSO THE INTERESTS OF ALL MARITIME POWERS. 

FROM THE FIRST MY GOVERNMENT HAS MADE ITS POSITION ON THAT 
MAIN ISSUE OF THE GULF OF AQABA ABSOLUTELY CLEAR. IT WAS STATED 
BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF MY COUNTRY TLV YEARS AGO IN THEVENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. IT HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY MAINTAINED AMD REPEATEDLY 
AND POSITIVELY CONFIRMED. IT IS IN THIS MAIN ISSUE THAT WE 
SHOULD FIRST ENSURE THAT BELLIQLl.ENCE IS AVOIDED AND SPECIAL 
RESTRAINT EXERCISED. 

BUT AS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ALSO EMPHASISED IN HIS REPORT 

The freedom of navigation through the strait of TIRAN is not THE 

ONLY IMMEDIATE ISSUE WHICH IS ENDANGERING PEACE IN THE NEAR 
EAST. HE POINTS TO THE POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION WHICH COULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE REDUCTION OF TENSION. 

HAVING URGED ALL CONCEfJNED * *T0 EXERCISE SPECIAL RESTRAINT 
TO FOREGO belligerence AMD TO AVOID ALL OTHER ACTIONS WHICH COULD 
INCREASE TENSION*’ THE SECRET ARY-GENERAL TURNS TO PRACTICAL 
PROPOSALS, PROPOSALS TO REDUCE IMMEDIATE TENSION AND TO KELP 
THE PEACE IN THE WHOLE AREA IN THE FUTURE. AND MOW WE MUST 
SURELY ENGAGE ON AN URGENT STUDY OF WAYS AND MEANS BY WHICH THE 
UNITED NATIONS CAN ASSIST IN ACHIEVING THOSE PURPOSES. AS THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL SAYS WE MUST FILL THE VACUUM LEFT BY THE WITHDRAWAL 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE. HE HAS PROPOSED FULL 
RECOURSE TO THE UNITED NATIONS PEACE MACHINERY STILL PRESENT AND 
AVAILABLE, SO THAT THERE CAN BE A CONTINUING AND EFFECTIVE 
UNITED NATIONS PRESENCE IN THE AREA. WE MUST PERSUADE THOSE 
DIRECTLY CONCERNED TO COOPERATE TO THE FULL. WE MUST BE READY 
TO CONSIDER NEW AND ORIGINAL METHODS, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
THE POSSIBLE STEPS WHICH COULD BE TAKEN BY MUTUAL CONSENT TO 
WHICH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL HAS REFERRED IN HIS REPORT. WITHOUT 
THE POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
WE SHOULD BE LEFT WITH THE FUSES 

STILL LIT WHICH AT ANY MOMENT COULD LEAD TO A SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS 
DOING IRREPARABLE DAMAGE. WE ARE READY AND EAGER TO WORK WITH 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL AND 
WITH THE PARTIES CONCERNED TO FIND URGENT MEANS TO RESTORE THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORT. 

MR. PRESIDENT, I TRUST THAT TODAY WE ALL REALISE THE EXTENT 
OF OUR OBLIGATION AND OUR OPPORTUNITY. 



FOR TEN YEARS THE UNITED NATIONS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMED 
A MOST VALUABLE TASK. ALL WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THAT SUCCESS 

HAVE EARNED THE GRATITUDE OF THE WORK IN PREVENTING BLOODSHED AND 
ENABLING THE PURSUIT OF PEACE TO GO FORWARD. 

A SUPREME EFFORT IS NOW REQUIRED OF US TO SAVE THE SITUATION. 
SURELY ALL OF US, PERMANENT AND NON-PEKMANENT MEMBERS OF 
THE COUNCIL, MUST UOIN IN THAT EFFORT. 


I MIGHT SAY THAT I TRUST THAT MY FRIEND THE DISTINGUISHED 
DELEGATE OF THE U.A.R. WILL ALSO CO-OPERATE IN THE SEARCH FOR 
A SOLUTION. I LISTENED WITH CLOSE AND RESPECTFUL ATTENTION TO THE 
SPEECH WHICH HE MADE TODAY. I AM DETERMINED THAT I SHALL SAY NO 
WORD WHICH SHALL INCREASE TENSION OR ANIMOSITY. WHEN WE HAVE 
STUDIED HIS SPEECH IT MAY BE THAT WE WOULD WISH TO MAKE SOME COMMENT 
ON HIS DETAILED STATEMENTS. I WOULD ONLY SAY NOW WITH RESPECT 
THAT I TRUST THAT THE SOMEWHAT MORE MODERATE TONE OF HIS SPEECH 
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TODAY AS COMPARED WITH HIS SPEECH LAST WEEK MAY PERHAPS INDICATE 
SOME improvement IN THE CiENEHAL SITUATION. 

this is no TINE FOR ANY OF US TO HOLD BACK. IT IS A TIME FOR 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTAND INQ AND INTERNATIONAL QOOD FAITH AND 
INTERNATiCNAL COOPERATION. 

FOR WE MUST ALL SURELY RLCOLNISE THAT WHAT IS AT STAKE IS NOT 
ONLY THE PEACE OF THE NEAR EAST AND SAVING THE PEOPLES OF THE NEAR 
EAST FROM THE SCOURGE OF WAR. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE WORLD 
ORGANISATION WHICH WE ARE ALL 

PLEDGED TO SUPPORT IS AT STAKE. WE SEEK A SOLUTION COMPATIBLE WITH 
THE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF ALL NATIONS SINCE WE ARE ALL PLEDGED, 

TO USE THE WORDS OF THE CHARTER, TO DEFEND ''THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
OF NATIONS LARGE AND SMALL". WE ARE PLEDGED TOO, AND AGAIN I 
USE THE WORDS OF THE CHARTER, ''TO ESTABLISH CONDITIONS UNDER 
WHICH UUSTICE AND RESPECT FOR THE OBLIGATIONS ARISING FROM 
TREATIES AND OTHER SOURCES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW CAN 3E MAINTAINED''. 
WE MUST BE READY TO WORK WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND WITH EACH 
OTHER IN MUTUAL RESPECT TO SAVE THE PEACE AND ACHIEVE A UUST 
SETTLEMENT AND RESTORE THE AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 

THESE MUST 3E OUR PURPOSES, AND FOR MY COUNTRY i SAY NOW 
THAT FROM THE FIRST WE HAVE SOUGHT TO WORK FOR A SOLUTION WITHIN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS. THAT IS OUR PURPOSE NOW. 

WE TRUST THAT ALL WILL UOIN IN THAT INTERNATIONAL ENDEAVOUR. AND IF 
THEY DO, WE COULD EVEN AT THIS LATE HOUR TURN THE DANGERS OF 
UNTOLD BLOODSHED AND DISASTROUS CONFLICT WHICH WE FACE TODAY 
INTO A TRIUMPH FOR THE RULE OF REASON AND LAW. WE COULD TAKE 
TOGETHER A LONG STEP FORWARD TOWARDS THE CREATION OF A STABLE 
WORLD ORDER. ENDS 


END VS 225/67 


L.P.S 



NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


Minutes. 




When 1 called on him on 26 Hay, 

Larbi Bennanl, the Head of the Middle East 
Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
told me that the Moroccan position was one 
of complete support for the U.A.R, and the 
other Arab States In the event of conflict 
with Israel*and that this was well known. 
This related, however, to a straightforward 
conflict between the Arabs and Israel, 

If outside powers became Involved Morocco 
would have to consiaer her position very 
carefully in the light of the situation. 

He did not know the precise content of the 
message which King Hassan had sent to 
President Nasser by hand of M, BalafreJ, 

I outlined to him H,M,Q,'s position as 
set out in Guidance No, 115* 


(J, H, Lewen) 
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LONORE^, 'T3 "lAI .-C1AP5.- J'JF3,QIJES MIWTE3 A^RK? O'JE '1. RRO'JV, CHEF 

r)''l FOREI'?M OFFICi-’ A t'f OfSC'.'TS AVEC^ LES A f3ASS AOfc IRS OES 
ETATS tIMIS.ET Ofs A’lTRES P AYS *T«»*:aESSE3 PAR LA WAV I GAT F ON 

^ I t- 

LA PRESFJF'rCF HE M. WfL'^ON, O'JI RENCONTRERA “ROCHA I NE'IENT LE 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON AIN3I J'lE LE PRENIER 'IINIS-TRE CANAOIEN.-, 

OF' SONRCE RIFN INFORHEE, ON DECLARE, ONE LE PRFNIER MFNiSTRE 

/Ml I I 


DANS'LE GOiIfI) ' AKASA, LE CARINET SRITANNI^UE S'EST REMNI SOUS 


>f> [ 


FVANNIJ'JE A RENOUVELF SON’* I NTENt f ON^FERNE DE FA I Re" RESPECTER 
LE DROIT DE TONS LES N^VIRES SRITANnIqUES A FRANCHIR LE DETROIT 
It TIRAN FT A NAV IGUER DANS LF. QOLFE O'AKARA." 

Pfl’IR CE FAIRF, LA GRANDE SRETAGNE” EST PRETE A LANCER ET A, 
S(?IUTENIR UNE ACTION INTERNATIONALE AYANT POUR RUT OE MAINTENIR' 

LA LISERTE DE PASSA5F". 

t ON PRECISE-DANS LF S 'IILIE'JY S.^EN INFORHE? JflE HA. WILSON ET 
DROWN INFORMERONT LE PARLEHENT HRITA.NNIsIUE DE CETTE DECISION. 

■ CEPENDANT, INDI3UE' UN PORTE-PAROLE' "POUR L'INSTANT LE 
GO'JVERNEHENT SRITANNI^QUE S'EFFORCE DE TROUVER UNE SOLUTION 
niPLOHATIOUr-A LA CRISE AU NOYEN OR I ENT " ,CMAPJ.- 
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RABAT 10 MAI C.4AP).- LE DR. AHMED LAR.AKI, MINISTRE'OES AFFAIRE^ 
ETRAVQEREB 4'TfECU AUJOURD'HfJI M. HEINZ VOIQT, AM9AS3ADEUR 
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L!ENTRETIEN a PORTE SDR LA POSITION DU GOUVERNEMENT Dt 

SH Lir'ROI 'FACE A LA SITUATION ACTUELLE AU MOYEN ORIENT Bt AU 
0AMI3ER SIONISTE. ‘ ’ 

LE ‘ AR A KI A FAIT PART A L' AMR ASSADEUR QUEST-ALL-EM AND, 

DU OESTR DU GOUVERNEMENT DE SM LE ROI OE-VOIR LE GOUVERNEMENT 
DE LA RFA ADOPTER UNE POSITION DE NEUTRALITE QUANT A LA 
SITITATION ACTUcU-E AU MOYEN OR I ENT. CMAP) ' ' 


JVERNEMENT 0 


r* 


OA/LK/+++++-H-f++++++21 H0a+4-++++++ 


*#• ti* 


« 4 « .t • 


• A 






I 11 I 11IVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV 


fVl 



/ 

/ . 


i i 






$ ^ M .'I • • 


1 


4 


t 



t • ‘ -k. 


I 


1 


M f 




-- • •»■ 


I 


/• • * 
yfi 




URGENT 


I I 


if rL 




% 


A 




r^. 


^AROC-'JlET A LA OISPOSITibN DE XA RAU 0E3 UNITES DES 


w . . 0 - 

* 'ki 

»?^9ATjp| 


CCONPLETE VOTf^E IJRQENT 62 




30 “RAf 


CMAP3.-LE CA3INET ROYAL COMfJNiauE : 
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y '* D'ORDRE OE S<M. LE ROI, M. 0RIS3 i'HARHEOI, OIRECTE'JR GENS- 

■^t bU ci^fNET ROYAL A RECU S.E. L' AM3ASSADE')R DE LA REPURUIbUE 
ARARE ittilEf '1. HAS3AN FAHMI ARDEL^AJIO ET LUI A FAIT PART OE LA 
OEbrSIOR'DE SH LE ROI DE METTRE A LA 0I3P0SITI0R D'J COMRANOEilENT 
ARAdE iJNIFIE ET DE LA REPlBLiaUE ARA3E UNIE DES UNITES DES FORCES *' 
ARNEES ROY ALES ET CE, DANS LE CADRE OE LA SOL I OAR ITE ARA0E, ET DE •• 
L'APPiJI AFFIRMES DANS LE COMMUNiaUE OIFRJSE HIER SOIR.- 

" CETTE AUDIENCE S'EST DEROULEE EN PRESENCE DE 'K. HADJ AHSED| 
9ALAFREJ, MINISTRE REPRSSENTANT PERSONNEL OE SM LE ROI N DU DR. 
AHMED LARAKI, MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANQERES ET M. MOHAMED . 
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RWAT, 10 MAI CMAR5.- LE MAROC MET A LA DISPOSITION DU COMMANDE- 

MENT ARASE UNIE OES UNITES OES FORCES ARMEES ROYALES FOUR REFOUS 
SER itouT CONFLIT 0 * ISRAEL.CMAF5+ 
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CONFUT AU MQYEM ORIENT PARWT 


i. 9ALAFREJ* 


INEVITABLE 


NT GRAVE. 
I TABLE 


^BAT^28 HA|-^NAP>- " LA SlfUATIM EST EXTRE^^* 

4)'APRES l?E^>OBSfiRVATEURS TRE3 3IEN INFORMES E^^ 

A.'lMMEOIAT Oa DANS ONE ECHEANCE PLUS OU MOINS LAN 
AHaJ AHMED B^i^AFREJ, HI NSTRE ‘ REPRESENTANT PERSONNEL''06?’.SJt. 4;^ ■ '/ 
ROI A SON ARRIVEE CE SOIR A RABAT, RETOtiR DU CAIRE OU-+^.A RfiMfS 
UN MESSAGE PE*^ONNEL Dj;; SOUVERAIN AU PRESIDENT NASSERrjCNAP)- ' 
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M. 3ALAFi?EJ.., COEiiX).,. 



pi«.^tfS5QE SliR L'ATTITUDE (}'J'AOOPTERAIT LZ MAROC EN CAS OE 
LIT ^OrEN-ORlENT, *4. 3ALAFREJ X 1'=''^ " 


/ 


CONFLIT ARUtii?^' cw-urr i ci^i , -i. A OECLA'^Ei ' • LE PR03LE>1E 

•ALESTINl€H'r?T.'f.U J’ROSLEME ARA3E, DOMC ffA.ROCiN. NOTRE SOLIOARITE EST 
EVIOEiMENT TOT ALE *' 

• PARLANT DE LA SITUATION AU MOYEN ORIENT, N, BALAFRBJ A SOULIQNE 
-^i-liELLE'* EST TRES GRAVE. LA TENSION EST EN HAUSSE. LE PEUPLE OE 
LA^EPilSLiaUE ARASE UVIE EST PRET A TOUTS EVENTUALITE. SON ENTHOU- 
SIASME EST A SON PAROXIME. LE PRESIDENT NASSER <iur EST EN EXCELLENTE 
FORME,. N'A POUR OSJEOTIF gUE D'EFFACER LES SE9UELLES OE L'AQRES- 

SION fRIPARTITE OE 1956." 

RETRACANT L'HISTORigUE DE LA CRISE, LE REPRESENT^NT PERSONNEL 
OE^SM LE ROI A DECLARE OU‘lSRAEL S'APPRETAIT'a ATTAOUER LA SYRIE. 
L'ATTAQUE ETAIT HXEE AU 17 MAI. LA REACTION EGYPT IENNE 
IMMEDIATE MALGRE LES DIFFERENOS gUI OPPOSAIENT LE CAIRE 
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1. 1AL^FPEJ...CTP0I3)... 


'* giJANT A'J MESSAGE ;)tJ£ M'A CONFIE SI LE POI IL A ETE ACCUEILLI 
AP LE PRESIDENT NASSER AVEC IJ.NEvQRANDE SATISFACTION. 

" LA RAU, A POURSUIVI N. ^^LAFREXI, N'ENTENO PAS VO|P SE REPRO- 
DtllRE LES NENES CIRCONSTANCES DE L'ASRESSION OE 1956. C'EST AINSI .W 
LE PRESIDENT NASSER M'A AFFIRNE Q'J'IL EST FERNEMENT DECIDE A 
R)?^»ONORE A TOUTE ACTION AGRESSIVE OE LA PART O'ISRAEL. 

” IL N'A EN OUTRE EtPRI IE SA 'SATISFACTION DE/ANT LA SOLlDA- 
RITE TENOIGNEE PAR LE ROI ET LE PEOPLE MAROCAIN. IL I'A OU RESTE 
CONFIE UN MESSAGE SUE UE DOI3 RENETTRE INCESSA'-IENT A SM LE ROl”. 

A LA QUESTIO.i. DE SAVOIR SI LE RESIDENT NASSER EST" EN FOR.1E" 
NILITAIRENENT, il. 3ALAFREJ APRECISEt" OU I , SURTOUT NIL IT A IREMEVT " . 
CMAP5- 
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EVTE D'AVION PAR MM. HAS3AN FAHNI A30ELNAJ 


N IllA E 
AJloi AN 
D'ETIT A 


ETE ACCUEILLI 

N3ASSA0PJR ■ 


■ WE REIJRESENTANT PERSONNEL DE SN Ltj'ROI HASS AN 
A SA DESC 

OE..LA RAU A 'pas AT./NERO I SEN BQUC.HTA, SECRETAIRE D'ETI^T A LA JEUNESSK; 
FT LES SPORf^ AUPRln DU PREMIER‘NINISTRE ET NINISTRE OE L'lNFOR- 
NATION “AR INTr-’RIM,\MAn,l AHMED SENNANI, LE DR. N'HA'NED SENROupHA IS, 
OnT/RRUriR D; L.n jrURE DE pa^AT-SAL!- ET SUN ADJOINT, HADJ 

lOHANKD 7BSDI, 1 HARA'CAT, APASSADE'IR DIpECTEUR OE L* 

DIVISION P?F‘•-T'I t/r 1»T ION A'.' MINISfKSE OES AFFARES ’ . 
eTR'A.USFRES, JLNUAN-P'D'lIRr.S, DI -'i-.CTcUP DU pRuTOCOLE AU NE IE OEPA”-, 

p,.-:j^O'T!ALITES PARENTS AiJS, ET POOCHES, ■ 

AFREJ. CIAP.-)- , ■ .r 


T'^NFNT,' FT R"” PL.’T^.PJRS 

COLLA ^OR AT'-"S ‘'Dt -l'. «L 
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TELEGRAM 




From 


RABAT 


To: 


PORBIGK OFFICE 


Despatched 

No.SaTlng No. 7 


of 


Received 

30 Mmy/l967 



Addressed to Foreign Office telegran No. 7 
Saying of 30 May. 


Repeated for Inforaatlon Saving 
Washington and Paris. 

My tele gran No. 139 of 26 May. 
Situation. 


iddle East 


The seiBi-offlclal newspaper Al-Aribaa on 25 May 
published an editorial on the Middle East situation 
in which it made the following points: 

a) Morocco believes in the ^stlce of the Arab 
cause. 

b) Morocco is wililiig to go through with the 
battle of liberation, confident in the out¬ 
come. 

o) Moroccan attitude is based on the immutable 
principles of the defence of Arab rights, 
the annihilation of Zionist aggression and 
the need for the Arabs to rise up as one man 
to liberate Palestine. 

d) The Middle Bast will never know stability 
as long as the sonstrous state of Israel 
exists in its midst. 

e) The myth of the survival <uf Israel is as 
insubstantial as a dream. 


HOLLIDAY 


Wt^UOT Dd.Oa87 3011 U/60 LP385 






LE PETIT I'AT'CCATT- - TUESDAY 30 H'AY 


STM. LE ROI: SOUTIEN 
LE PLUS EFFECTIF 
DU MAROC A LA RAU. 


FES. t9 null (dJ)e.p.)> Le 
eAbln«t royal eommunlque : 

' S>At le rd a re^u oel apr^ 
mldl, au paUla royal da Fte. 
M. HadJ Ahmed bUfrf]. re- 

f iraaenUnl personnel de S.M. 
a roL 

Au cours de oette audlrnoe, 
M. Balafrel a rendu eomple 
4 S.M. le rd de la mission donl 
U avail did ehargd aupr^ dti 
president de la H.A.U.. M. Oe- 
mal Ahdel Nasser, dos respon- 
sables d^pllens et du srord- 
talre genml de la LUnie 
Arabs. 

Asslstalent 4 oette atidlrnee, 
M. Drfss M*Haramedl, direo- 
teur gdndrsl du eahlnst myaU 
Moulay Ahmed Larakt minis* 
tre dee Affaires dtrtnirdrea. 
M. Cherkaoul. mfnlstrs do la 
Defense Nationals. Moulay Ah* 

ilWil 


med Alaoul. mlnlstre du Com* 
mcroe, de rArilsanat. de Tin* 
dustiie et dee Mines, le gene¬ 
ral Oufktr, mlnlstre de l‘tn> 
tdiieur, M. Benhhna, mlnistrs 
dee Travaux publles. M. Mehdl 
Ben Bouohta, secreutre (TEtal 
a la Jeunesse et auz ^nrls 
aupres du Premier mlnlstre 
et mtnlslre de rinformatioa 
par biUrlmi 

Apr4s rcxpfisd de M. Bala- 
frei. S.M. le roi a donnd ses 
insirucUoQs aux mlntslrra 
presents, aflo que toutes les 
dlsposlilons anient prises poor 
quVn oas d'agreeslon stnniste, 
le Maroo epporta son smitten 
le plus effeotif 4 la BA U. 

Funipelons par atlleurs (fne 
M. mlsfrej avail did ehaj^ 
par S.M. te rot <fum» mlsskm 
aupres du president Neascr. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 
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Minutes 


Aliiaecl Bnlafrej’s i.ission to 
..lorocco^o attitudo tov;n.rdn I 


'^airo, nncl 
id‘11e -iast 


iu*inc the • ‘eelc end I hnve had cua 
onportmlty of “iocusain:; the above v.dth 
a nunber of resnonnihle Toroccans ;7ho 
t]irev; a li^’ht on the b^c!!:r;Tonnd of the 

ntcaion in (question. 


In Llorocco'c vicr-v a major factor 
in the preaent confl^fjr''tion io <Tnaal 
Abdul Tenser*8 wish to cone back to the 
forefront as the cole Arr.b lender*, after 
ianvinn suffered come set backs in Yeraen 
raid aft. r cansina to be in the head lines 
of l^te - a thin:,' he cnamot toler^-te. 


He, t>icrefore, agitated vunours of 
an inpendinG* rttaclc on Jyria althoucB 
Israel's real Intention rai^ht have been 
ju.-.t to put an end to cor.uar.ndo intrusion* 


■fhen he sent 


U 




:es only to countries 


he considered as "liberal** - initiir.'’'lly 
leaving oiit Arab rinG’doras and ■**misia 
but of course inclu'in; Alreria. ve -./a 
to hit t*.7o b lrdR *ith ono stone rjid 
represent the above p.3**reactionary'*, pro- 
.'cstem and pro-colonial countries \rho 
v:ero not interested in the **a\iblime Arab 
cpjase'*. 


ted 


\ 


A'he TdiiiG frustrated this latter 
intention by cendin'I BaZafreJ to put 
horocco rir:ht in the picture* -he 
expression of coliuarity v/as **in case of 
an Israeli nttacic", to call Alodul .rnsser'o 
bluff, if tliiiiGc ’.’ill amount to Just tJiat. 
If thiiiG’S '.vill .;et out of hand 'ind Abdul 
’‘ass -r's j-ieGalommia '-ill lend to an 
nrued conflict, v;hich ITorocco at the naaont 
thinl's i .iiDrobable , then rn attitude v/ill 
have to be decided so that Morocco rai;:^it 
not be recarfed as owt of line vlth -Whs, 
which -bdul TTp.sser ''ould love to do. 

-already he has done* the mischief of 
arouBinG some ‘oroccnji people's seatinients 
and enthusiasm, and the '-inG v'lll have to 
bo very careful so as not to f'^'J.! into the 
'asseri trap. 
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TELEGRAM 




en clair 


From: 


RAlftT 


To: 


POREI® OFFICE 


Despatched 30 May 1967 


No. 


161 


of 


Received 

30 May 196F 


UNCLASSIFIED 

Addressed to Foreign Office tel.No. I6l of 30 May, 

Rfi to Cairo (3)$ Amman (2), Jedda (2), Damascus (2), 

Tel AvivV (2), Tripoli (10), Benghazi (lO), Tunis (8), 
Algiers (9)f Baghdad (l), Beirut (2). Khartoum (l), 
Kuweit (1), Washlngtrn (5)» Paris (5;» Moscow (1), 
Jerusalem (!)• 

My telegram No. 152 (not to all). 

An official communlqud of 29 May states that after 
hearing H. Balafrej*s report of his visit to Cairo, King 
Hassan has ordered all necessary steps to be taken to 
give effective support to the United Arab Republic in 
the event of Israeli aggression, 

2. A subsequent conminlqu^ states that by the King’s 
command the Director Oeneral of the Royal Cabinet has 
Infonned the UAR Ambassador that in this context and 
that of Arab solidarity His Majesty has decided to placd 
units of the Moroccan Armed Forces at the disposal of 
the United Arab Command and of the United Arab Republic. 

HOLLIDAY. 


WUI899 Da.iao (lAfltoru) a/ao lpmd 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


CQtTFiDENTIAL 
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Record of Conversation 


My German colleague telephoned 
yesterday afternoon to ask whether I had 
heen sxunmoned to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in connection with the Middle 
East crisis* T said I had not and when 
he said that he had been T suggested we 
should meet* 



2* I saw him this morning and he told 
me that he had been summoned to see the 
Foreign Minister at noon yesterday. 

The Minister had given a brief definition 
of Moroccan policy,which he defined as one 
of complete solidarity with the rest of 
the Arab world in the event of a conflict 
with Israel* The Minister drew the 
Ambassador’s attention to the fact that 
this solidarity had been re-established 
by, for example, the statement of President 
Bourgulba and the visit of King Pussein 
to Cairo, from which he expected! that a 
statement of common purpose would emerge. 

The Minister had then expressed the hope 
that in the event of a conflict the Federal 
Republic would remain neutral. Herr 
Voigt had reminded him of statements made 
by his Government defining their position 
as between Israel and the Arab world. The 
Minister had countered by saying that he 
had noted a recent German statement in 
support of free navigability of the Straits i 
of Tiran and had wondered whether this 
implied German support for Israel. Herr 
Voigt I gathered had pooh-poohed this 
suggestion. The Ambassador told me that 
the Minister's attitude had differed from 
that of the Under-Secretary, M. Chorfi, 
whom he had seen last week at the beginning 
of the crisis. M. Ghorfl had speculated 
at that time as to whether Masser's 
objective was Israel or Jordan and had 
commented bitterly on the dangerous role 
of Shuqalrl. We agreed that the subse¬ 
quent achievement of at least an appearance 
of Arab \mlty probably explained the change 
in the Moroccan attitude since that unity 
was the principal objective of Moroccan 

policy* 
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TELEGRAM 


(0% 


■Cypher 




en clair 


From: 


RABAT 


To: 


PCREIGffT OFFICE 


Despatched 


No. 


162 


31 Vay 1967 . 


Received 



of 


31 my 1<^67 


TOCIASSIPIED 


Addressed to Foreign Office tel. No. 162 of 3I May. 
Rfl to Cairo (k )9 Amman (3), Jedde (3), Damascus (3)» 
Tel Aviv (3Tripoli (11), Benghazi (11), Tunis (9), 


Tripoli 

Algiers (10), Baghdad (2). Beirut 
Kuv/ait (2). .Washington (6), Pari 
Jerusalem (2). 


fij; 


Khartoxm (2), 
Moscow (2) and 


My tel. No. I6I. 


■ On 30 May King Hassan addressed a letter to aj.1 
Arab heads of etete proposing the urgent convening of an 
Arab League Summit Conference, or falling that a 
conference of Heads of Government to discuss the situa¬ 
tion In the Middle East and take the necessary measures 
and collective decisions to repulse any aggression. 

The letter stressed that in the fac^ of threats of 
aggression the time had come for Arabs to sink their 
differences and form a united front. 

2. The King has also sent separate messages of congrU' 
tulation to President Nasser and King Hussein on the 
signature of the treaty of mutual defence between the 
tUR and Jordan, stressing its Importance as proof of 
Arab unity In the face of danger and as a step towards 
the achievement of common Arab alms, particularly the 
liberation of Palestine. The messages reaffirm the 
complete solidarity of Morocco with the other Arab 
countries. 


HOLLIDAY* 
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TELEGRAM 


RABAT 


PORE ION 


From 


Received 


of 31 May* Repeated for in 
Parls7 CairoS'Tel AYiTZAn 
Tripoli^Tunis? Benghazi^ 1 
Bagdad/ Kuvai^ Jerusala^^ 


mation to Washington/ 
^and Saring to Algiers 
rto\mi Jedaa^.DaBasousl 


Moroccan Pollcv In Middle East Crisis. 

King Hassan has^ of course, no desire to becone 
InrolYed In Middle Bast hostilities (his chief 
preoccupations are nearer home), and In particular 
he has made a sustained effort since the Casablanca 
sumnlt to aTold taking sides between the reTolutlonar 
and non-reTolutlonary Arab states. At the same tine, 
for domestic political reasons, he could not afford 
to appear Indifferent to a supposed threat of Israeli 
aggression against any Arab State. 


2. His first noYs, during the phase when the tension 
appeared connned to U.A.R., Syria and Israel, was 
therefore, to play for tine by sending BalafreJ to see 
llasser. First pronouncement after former's retura 
was still cautiously confined to assurances of un¬ 
specified *'effectlYe support* and was limited to the 
sYemt of Israeli aggression. (Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs told us that If outside powers became 
InYolYed Morocco would haYs to reconsider her position 
My Oerman colleague was told by Under Secretary that 
limitation was Intended also to exclude a commitment 
to sup^rt Shukalry's actiritles or any action against 
Jordan^ Subsequent Ysgue offer of armed support 
was subject to the sane limitation and was made *in 
the context of Arab solidarity", i.e. subject to the 
achlsYement of a united Arab front. (My Defence 
Attache understands that at most a battalion might 
ba uAe aTailable), Thlc was folloTO* up by a 











cliaracteristio Hassan proposal for an Arab sumiiit 
meeting (which night wrest the crisis from the 

exoluslTS control of Hasser). Announcement of 
agreement between Hussein ana Nasser was warmly 
welcomed since it made.it safe to assume that 
Moroccan support for the latter would not be 
resented by the former. 

3. Hassan*8 main problem is to awold getting hurt 
In the inter-Arab struggle for power. Israel is of 
secondary importance. I expect effectlre support 

to Nasser to be kept to a strict minimum. 

i 

4. Press of all shades of opinion has made routine 
attacks on United States and United Kingdom for 

alleged support of Israel but this has not been 
reflected in cuiy pronouncement by the Government 
which is naturally anxious not to antagonise Western 
sources of aid. Foreign Minister summoned my 
German colleagues to appeal for German neutrality in 
the event of conflict and when my U.8. colleague 
called to see him he was asked to urge his Govern¬ 
ment to avoid any-provocative action but not 
subjected to any criticism. 

5. Thou^ U.M.T. are consiuering demonstrations 
in Casablanca and Guards have been posted outmide 
Western Consulstes-General, situation is calm. King 
remains in Fez. 
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HOLLIDAY 



NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 
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Record of Oonveraation 


I called on the U.S. Ambassador at my 
request to discuss the Middle East crisis. 
Kr. Tasca was even more than usually 
confused or confusing. 


2. His call on the Foreign Minister last 
Friday had been at his request, to discuss 
Itoroccan-Senegalese relations but these 
had been relegated to second place and the 
?!inister had talked chiefly about the Middle 
East crisis. The T'inister had stressed 
that the !^oraDan Government v/ere doing 
everything in their povrer to take the sting 
out of the crisis both at home and abroad. 
Comment over R.T.M. for example was being 
strictly censored. Balafrej had been sent 
to Cairo so as to maintain such contact 
v/ith Fasser as would enable King Hassan 
to have a continuing influence. Mr. 

Tasca assured me that there had been no 
criticism of American policies though the 
Minister had urged the U.S. Government not 
to try to force the blockade. This was 
the kind of act TTasser was hoping for. 

It would make him a universal hero in the 
Arab v/orld. 


The point which my U.S. colleague 
himself seemed most anxious to make was to 
stress the value of the Moroccan suggestion 
of an Arab summit. Of all the Arab 
countries Morocco v/as perhaps the best 
ploced to lower the temperature and the 
only one from whom moderate suggestions 
night be listened to. Mr. Tasca also 
stressed the importance of keeping the 
I'oroccan Government fully informed on all 
Western declarations of policy. Fe hod 
found by experience that the Foreign 
Ministry tended to act far too much on 
scrappy and Inaccurate news reports. 
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Lc Scr4tariat-G6neral de 1'Union Nationale des Forces 


Populaires s'est reuni en sconce speciale le o^udi 25 mai afin 


d'etudier le developpement de la situation au Koyen Orient, du 


fait de la menace de guerre proclam^e par lus sionistcs et cn- 


couragoe par le gouvcrneracnt imp6rialistc des Etats Unis d*Ame- 


rique. 


Au nom do tous les militants et des masses laborieuses 


UNFP 


ternelles et chaleureuses aux valeureuscs armees de la Rdpu - 


blique Arabe Unie et de la R^publique Arabe Syrienne, qui ont 


su faire face ovec courage et fermet6 a la menace de guerre 


% 

sionistc et imperialiste, Lc Parti proclame sa soli^arit6 enti^ 


ro ct ogissante avcc Ics peupl6s arobes freres* 


L'UNFP donne son oppui total aux mesurcs l^gitiines* 


prises par la H6publique Arabe Unie et visant d interdire -* 


navirec isratliens le passage par lc golle d'Akabo, qui fai-. 


I 


partic intdgranto des eaux territorialos arabes suivant lc 


Droit Interniational. Ellc ddnie aux impcrialistes, protectcurs 
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de 1*agression sioniste le droit de parler du Droit Internatio¬ 
nal ou de la Morale Internationale• 


Enfin, I'UNPF declare de taqon solennelle que lo peu- 
pie marocain dans son unanimitd, considere le probleme pales 
tinien comme une question qui le concerne directement et per- 
sonnelleraent, au mSme titre que toutes les Nations arabes et 
muculmanes* Le peuple marocain est prSt a verscr son sang, au 
premier rang, parmi les combattants arabes, et a assumor tous 
les sacrifices, afin que triomphe la cause sacr^e de la Pales¬ 
tine arabe. L'UNFP attend que le pouvoir marocain ddfinisso 
clairement sa position, et ouvre officicllement la voie aux 
16gions de volontaires marocains, qui d6ja se manifestent spcr 
tandment par milliers et qui veulent se joindre aux glorieusos 
armecs arabes, afin d'occomplir leur devoir. 




LE PETIT FAP'^CATT'^ - ^TOSPAY 31 VAY 


Arab-Israel dispute 










LE PETIT rAROCAPT _ VTEDrasDAY 31 MAY 



LAMBASSADEUR DE LA 
R.A.U. A RABAT INFORME 
DE LA DECISION ROYALE 

PAR^ , 

M. DRISS M’HAMMEDI 


Ahmad Balafrt). mta^ativ 
nal ^ S.M. It. Rol tt 




LE PETIT I’APCCAr 


WEDT’S'^EAY 31 KAY 




1 


1 



•fpnmant m )ol« A rtMU* n ■0|lur« 6t 
I'tccord d* d*f«cu» muUMlk. lBtenr«nu «tiJour. 
d’hul •otrt let dvux pajrt. 

Vokl It t«3cto Intdtral du maiMft •dread «u 
prMdent Nit—r : 

c Noub «vont tpprit av9 c un« JoU tt tOM 
fiertd pnrfoodtt " ^ ilflutart 

d^a tralU de ddf—t mun—Q*. atr« It Bdpu. 
Mlqua Arab# Uote •! la royauma hachteUt* da 
Jerdanla. 

t Ca traltd hlatorlqtia. rdaiud daaa da« etr. 
conttai— crucial— da la via da U aatlett 
araba. a«t uaa prauva tonnaUa d— Uant pro. 
laada. du daatln eemmun at da liUBQlJjlpt 
]mm> axlftant antra 1— pay* arab—. parxieu. 
Uir am a n t davant un danfor IxnmMlat. 

« lloua vojrona dan* eat accord \ina haurau— 
aufura at ua grand p— aara la rdallaattoa com. 
piata da I'ualtd araba, dans aon aetloB. an 
objaetlfa at i— aaplratlona. avac an p—miar 
Uau la Ubdratloa da la Palaattna at n rdlaU. 
gratlon au —In da la nation araba. 

• In eatta haurau— oecaatOD* noua voua mxj 
prtmona. tn notra nom paraonnal at an othir 
du paupla marocaba at da notra fouvaraamant. 


• Noua voua rdafflrm—u notra 


qua la ddtarmlaatloo da 
tux cdtda d— ptyt oral 
Volet U taxta Intdcral 


n araba noua 
—tlafattlaa at 
■Ignatura par 


ana ^thda }oia rannonca da la 
antra lbj[Mtd at SX notra trdr 


dicitations de S.M. la Rei 
au Presidant Nat—r at 
au Roi Hussain 

RABXt, so Mtl (MAP 

rd 




t 

I 


Abdti '** 

jr^rm. 1# «>y**** 

^ BdDuUlQua Araba Unia. 

'“is?'* •"* 

*“r*s2M»«“ j***Eis dS* 

nam Btraoai—1 ti nott du 
m l ocoln at da too 

sS-sS-Zisn 

araba. t^ comma prami— »» *■ 
- It ptlaattDO 






Ud — l t d tnlMra 






I 


L 


DFDF 



.^D 

TR 





VERBATIM SERVICE 226/67 



'•■JEDMESDAY 



31 3T MAY 1.'67. 


MIDDLE EAST: 


3TATEMEMT BY FOREl&M SECRETARY 


IM MOUSE OF COMMOMS. 


FOLL'JWIMG IS VERBATIM TEXT OF STATEMEMT BY THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR FOREIGM AFFAIRS, MR GEORGE BROIW, OPEMIMG A DEBATE OM THE 
MIDDLE EAST IM THE HOUSE OF COMMOMS TODAY, ''JEDMESDAY THIRTYFIRST MAY 
MIMETEENSIXTYSEVEM: 

MR. BROWM/MR host OF '/HAT I HAVE TO SAY, AIID MO DOUBT IM THE 
DEBATE '.'/HICH HILL FOLLOU, 'ME SHALL OF COURSE BE DISCUSSING THE 
3ITUATI0M BETVJEEM THE ARAB COUNTRIES AMD ISRAEL. BUT I UAMT RIGHT AT 
THE START TO REMIND THE HOUSE THAT THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AMD 
STRATEGIC INTERESTS OF TOO MANY COUNTRIES ARE INVOLVED IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST FOR IT TO BE OTHER THAN EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR A UAR UHICH EVER 
GOT STARTED IN THAT AREA TO BE CONFINED TO THE COUNTRIES IMMEDIATELY 
CONCERNED. 


IF ARE TO GET THE PRESEM’T ARAB/ISRAEL CRISIS IM PERSPECTIVE WE 
MUST SEE IT IN A WIDER CONTEXT. 





s 





> IT 13 1C,'DEED T?1UE THAT THIS Gl^EATEH RISK OF HA!? HHICH HE FACE 
TODAY STEIIS MOT 30 MUCH FHOM AMY IMCREASED EMMITY BET'.fEEM ISRAEL AMD 
HE ARAB STATES - BAD THOUGH THAT 1SrjMOT 30 MUCH FROM AMY FAILURE 
OF THE UMITED MAT10M3,PRECIPITOUSLY HITHDRAHIMG THE UMITED MAT10M3 


'JRCE, BUT FROM THE FACT THAT IMTO THIS AREA O'^ER qUlTE SOME TIME 


MOH THERE HAVE BEEM POURIMG VAST lUAMTlTlES OF GUMS, ARMOUR AMD 
AIRCRAFT, MOT FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE LOCAL COMFLICTS HITHIM THE 
AREA, BUT FOR PURPOSES OF CHAMGIMG THE GLOBAL BALAMCE OF PCHER. 


AVE 


THAT EVEM 


though he are MOH talking MAIMLY ABOUT THE ARAB - ISRAEL DISPUTE, 
AMD HAYS OF PREVEMTIMG THAT FLARIMG UP, IT HOULD BE A BOLD MAM '.THO 
HOULD SAY THAT JUST TO SETTLE TODAY’S IM.MEDIATE PROBLEMS HOULD 
REMOVE THE COMTIMUIMG RISKS OF 'JAR IM THAT AREA. 


HAVING .SAID THAT, AMD DESPI TE THE STARTLING SUDDEM .'ESS ''.'ITH HHICH 
THE CRISIS BLE'J UP, BEHIND IT THERE IS THE INTRACTABLE AMD LOMG- 
STAMDIC.’G DISPUTE BET''!EEM THE ARAB COUNTRIES AMD THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 


IT IS T'.fEMTY YEARS SINCE THE UMITED NATIONS FIRST TRIED TO TACKLE 
THIS PROBLEM. DESPITE MANY EFFORTS IT HAS MOT BEEM POSSIBLE TO FIND A 


PERMA.JEMT SETFLEMEMT: BUT EVEM SO IT IS HEREJTHAT THE UMITED NATIONS 


HAS -( POSSIBLY MORE THAN AMY'JHERE EL.^E IN TH E H0RL5^ - BEEM ABLE 
TO PLAY A VITAL AMD CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN .KEEP1MG'~THE~FIRES DAMPED. 


FROM M1NETEEMF1FTY3EVEM UNTIL A YEAR OR 30 AGO, THERE HAD BEEM NO 
SERIOUS FLARE-UPS. IN THE SOUTH BEr'.rEEM EGYPT AMD ISRAEL THE UMITED 
NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE PROVIDED A BUFFER BET'JEEM THE THO SIDES, SO 
THAT THERE HAVE BEEN ALMOST MO INCIDENTS. IT ALSO .KEPT A DETACHMENT 
AT SHARM ESH SHEIKH ON THE TIP OF THE SINAI PENINSULA: IT WAS ON 
THE BASIS OF THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE DETACHMENT WOULD REMAIN 
THERE, AMD ON THE BASIS OF FIRM DECLARATIONS T.4AT THERE WOULD BE FREE 
PASSAGE FOR SHIPS INTO THE GULF OF A3ABA THAT THE ISRAELIS FINALLY 
WITHDREW THEIR FORCES FROM SINAI IM EARLY NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN. 


ON THE ARMISTICE LIMES EL.SEVfHERE, THERE 'JERE MORE l.NCIDENTS, BUT 
THE U.N. CHIEF OF STAFF, WITH THE U.N. TRUCE SUPERVISORY ORGANISATION 
AMD ITS CORPS OF OBSERVERS, WORKED HARD AND WITH CONSIDERABLE 
SUCCESS TO KEEP THE TEMPERATURE DOWN. 











‘•qi/ER the past year or so, H0'.D 'ER. a A:JD nORE DA.J&EROUS 

PATTERf'l OF I.OCIDE.'.’TS EMERGED: GR'- PS OF TERRORISTS IMFILTRATED IMTO 
ISRAEL HAVE PLACED EXPLOSIVES OM lOADS, BRIDGES, RAILWAY LINES. THE 


HAVE 


BUT THEY 


CAUSED THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT IN ITS TURN TO MOUNT RETALIATORY 
ACTION AGAINST THE TERRITORY OF NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES FROM WHICH 
THEY HAVE COME. 


'■/E HAVE ALWAYS MADE CLEAR OUR VIEW THAT THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED 
HAVE A DUTY TO PREVENT THE MOUNTING OF ATTACKS FROM THEIR TERRITORY 
AGAINST THEIR NEIGHBOURS: THAT IT IS INEXCUSABLE TO DISOWt: 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ATTACKS, AND EVEN MORE INEXCUSABLE TO PRAISE 
PUBLICLY THEIR PERPETRATORS AS THE SYRIANS HAVE DONE. BUT WE HAVE 
ALWAYS MADE EQUALLY CLEAR TO ISRAEL OUR VIEW THAT RETALIATION WAS NOT 
THE RIGHT ANS'TER AND THAT IT WAS DANGEROUS BECAUSE ONE COULD NEVER 
KNOW 'ffiERE IT WOULD END. 

U.NFORTUNATELY, IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL, THE HIGHEST ORGAN OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS CHARGED WITH THE NAINTEN’ANCE OF PEACE, THERE HAS BEEN 
A FRUSTRATING SITUATION. 


WE AND OTHERS HAVE TRIED TO AVOID PARTISANSHIP, TO PASS JUDGEMENTS 
OF CA3ES ON THEIR MERITS IN THE LIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE SUPPLIED BY 
THE UN.N. TRUCE SUPERVISORY ORGANISATION, AI.’D TO GET ALL PARTIES TO 
CO-OPERATE IN PRESERVING THE PEACE. 


THE SOVIET ATTITUDE HAS, 


■rt:vER. bee;.’ different . T'.'e:!ty years 


AGO THEY SUPPORTED THE RESOLUTION IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHICH LED 


TO THE CREATION OF ISRAEL. 


OWEVER 


SWITCHED THEIR POLICY - ONE CAN HARDLY AVOID SAYING CYNICALLY - AND 
THEY HAVE SINCE THEN BEE;] WHOLLY ONE-SIDED IN THEIR ACTION AND IN 


GOVERN 


IT IS 


RIGHTLY CRITICISED IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL, AND A RESOLUTION 
EMBODYING THAT CRITICISM CAN BE PASSED. 'WHEN AN ARAB GOVERNMENT IS AT 
FAULT, THE SOVIET VETO IS USED AGAINST ANY RESOLUTION CRITICISING 

THAT GOVERNMENT. 


FOR EXAMPLE, 


VER 


SECURITY COUNCIL A COMPLAINT ABOUT A TERRORIST RAID IN THE NORTH OF 
ISRAEL MO ACTION EiLSUED. SOON AFTER THAT THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT 
MOUIJTED AN ATTACK ON THE JORDANIAN VILLAGE OF SAMU. '\IE STRONGLY AND 
PUBLICLY CRITICISED THEIR ACTION AT THE TIME AS UNJUSTIFIED AND 
INEXPEDIENT. AND IN THIS CASE THE SECURITY COUNCIL PASSED A 
CONDEMNATORY RESOLUTION. aiT SIR, CLEARLY THERE IS NO EQUITY IN 
THIS SITUATION, THIS DOUBLE APPROACH. 


■ru 
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rhrffRM OF i.'jciDEiiTS a:jd retaliation has continued this year. 

,-ISECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS TRIED TO CALM THE 
* SITUATION BY USING THE MACHINERY OF THE ISRAEL-SYRIA MIXED 
^ISTICE COMMISSION V/HICH HAD UNTIL THEN BEEN BOYCOTTED FOR MANY 

BY ISRAEL. 'E SUPPORTED HIM FULLY IN THIS INITIATIVE. THE 
COMMISSION MET ON’ SEVERAL OCCASIONS BUT DESPITE THE EFFORTS OF THE 
COMMISSION, TERRORIST ATTACKS ON ISRAEL MERE REi.'E’';ED. 

AFTER AN INCIDENT IN THE DEMILITARISED ZONE SOUTH OF LANE 
TIBERIAS IN EARLY APRIL, ISRAEL ATTACKED SYRIAN DEFENSIVE POSITIONS 
FROM THE AIR. IN PURELY MILITARY TERMS, THIS ACTION APPEARED TO BE 
SUCCESSFUL. BUT THE DANGER OF ESCALATION IN ALL THIS WAS CLEARLY 
PATENT. 

APART FROM THE USUAL PROPAGANDA MACHINE IT SHOULD BE RECOGNISED 
THAT DURING THIS PERIOD THE UAR, DESPITE THE FACT THAT IT CAilE UNDER 
attack from OTHER ARAB STATES, ilEVERTHELESS ACTED WITH NOTABLE 
RESTRAINT. 

ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF NAY, ISRAELI LEADERS SPOKE STRONGLY OF THE 
LATEST INCURSIONS FROM SYRIA AND WARNED THAT THEY COULD NOT CONTINUE 

TO TOLERATE THEM. 

PERHAPS ON ACCOUNT OF THESE STATEMENTS, IT BECAME WIDELY, BUT 
ACCORDING TO OUR INFORMATION ERRONEOUSLY BELIEVED, THAT SOME LARGE 
SCALE ATTACK ON SYRIA WAS IMMINENT. 

IT WAS THEN - ON FOURTEEN AND FIFTEEN MAY - THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC STARTED TO TAKE LARGE AND OSTENTATIOUS 
MILITARY PRECAUTIONS. ON SIXTEEN MAY THEY TOOK THE VERY GRAVE STEP 
OF DEMANDING THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE. 

I HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF qj. . j yj^L REFER TO 

IT AGAIN IN A MOMENT IF I MAY. IT WAS SET UP IN NINETEEN FIFTYSIX TO 
SUPERVISE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE ANGLO/FRENCH AND ISRAEL FORCES FROM 
EGYPTIAN TERRITORY. IT HAD REMAINED ON THE SINAI FRONTIER EVER 
SINCE AS A BUFFER BET'/EEN ISRAEL AND THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC. 

THERE WILL NO DOUBT BE ENDLESS LEGAL ARGUMENT ABOUT THE JURIDICAL 
POSITION OF PRESIDENT NASSER'S ACTION. BUT IN MY VIEW THIS IS NOT 
THE POINT. ONE CAN SYMPATHISE WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL CONFRONTED 
WITH THIS DEMAND, BUT IT CANNOT BE RIGHT THAT WHEN A FIRE IS KNOWN 
TO BE IMMINENT THE FIRE BRIGADE SHOULD BE ORDERED TO DEPART. 
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MOT ONLY THAT BUT THERE ARE WIDER IMPLICATIONS. EVEN IF THE UNEF 



FORCE HAS NOT BEEN THE SOLE REASON FOR THE RELATIVE ^lUlET 'JHICH 

HAS bee;.’ maintained over the past ten years, :jevertheless it has 

(JBVI0U3LY PLAYED A VERY LARGE PART IN IT AND HAS SHOWN WHAT CAN BE 
;k by the UNITED NATIONS IN PEACEKEEPING. BUT TO REMOVE THE FORCE 
IN THIS WAY WAS BOUND TO CAST DOUBT ON THE CREDIfllLITY OF SUCH 
EFFORTS ELSE'.''HERE AND THEREBY RISK INTENSIFYING OTHER PROBLEMS AND 
TENSIONS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


0 


•JEVERTHELESS THE TAKEN, AND THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

DECVdEd'WITHOU t CONSULTATION WITH THE AP.°ROPRIATE ORGANS OF THE 

V.K’ITED NATIONS THAT HE HAD TO ACCEPT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FORCE. 



THim ACTION CLEARLY ALTERED THE WHOLE SITUATION IN A '^E^Y IMPORTANT 
and material RESPECT. 

HAVING ACHIEVED THIS RESULT, POSSIBLY ''MTH UNEXPECTED EASE, 
PRESIDENT NASSER ANNOUNCED ON T'JENTYTHREE MAY THAT, FOLLOWING THE 
removal of THE U.NEF DETACHMENT FROM SHARM ESH 3HIE.KH, HIS GOVERNMENT 
INTEN'DED to close the STRAITS OF TIRAN TO ISRAEL SHIPS AND TO THE 
carriage of strategic goods to ISRAEL. 


T.HERE ARE TWO SERIOUS ASPECTS TO THIS. THE ISRAEL GO\/ERNMENT 
DECLARED IN NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN’ THAT IT WOULD REGARD INTERFERENCE 
WITH ITS SHIPPI.NG AS AN AGGRESSIVE ACT ENTITLING IT TO TAME 
MEASURES OF SELF-DEFENCE U.'.’DER ARTICLE FIFTYONE OF THE CHARTER. THERE 

WAS THEREFORE A GRAVE RISK OF A MILITARY CONFLICT ARISING OUT CF THIS 
■SITUATION. 


0 



BUT THERE WAS A WIDER ASPECT. THIS IS NOT A MATTER WHICH CONCERNS 
3NLY ISRAEL AND THE UAR. IT IS ALSO A MATTER OF DIRECT CONCERN TO 
all maritime N’ATIONS INTERESTED I.N T.HE U.NFETTERED MOVENENT OF 
PEACEFUL SHIPPING IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. OUR DELEGATE TO THE 
general ASSEMBLY IN NINETEENFIFTYSEVEN DECLARED T.HAT: 


'YHE STRAITS OF TIRAN MUST BE REGARDED AS AN INTERNATIONAL 
waterway, through which THE VESSELS OF ALL NATIONS HAVE A RIGHT OF 

passage . 
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HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WILL ASSERT THIS RIGHT ON BEHALF OF ALL 
BRITISH SHIPPING, AND THEY ARE PREPARED TO JOIN WITH OTHERS TO 
SECURE GEN'ERAL RECOGNITION OF THIS RIGHT." 


OTHER DELEGATES MADE SIMILAR, IN SOME CASES EVEN' STRONGER, 
DECLARATIONS. INCIDENTALLY, SOME CF THESE DECLARATIONS MAKE VERY 
INTERESTING READING NOW - AND MEMBERS HAY CARE TO LOOK AT THEM." HEY 
ARE CONTAIMED IN THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
assembly (XI SESS. PLENARY MEETINGS NINETEENFIFTYSIX-FIFTYSEVEN 
VdlUME V:!Q ) . 








^ YJM ;<riow, TiiE p?inE ninisTER reaffirmed her maj esty's 

3 POSITION ^I) SIMILAR TERM j/jiTTiTl.1 SUBJECT)LA3T WEEK. 


THIS IS HOT JUST A:J ARGUABLE LEGAL MATTER. IT CARRIES GREAT 

3LITICAL AMD ECOMOniC COM SEaUEM’CES . ITS REPERCUSSI CMS COULD AFFECT 
the rights of MAVIGATIOM IM MAMY PARTS OF THE WORLD, IMCLUDIMG. BE 
IT MOTED, SOME OF THE MARITIME EXITS FROM THE SOVIET UMIOM. 


IT IS WORTH JUST MOTICIMG IM PA3SIMG THAT THIS DECISIOM WAS 
AMMOUMCED while THE .3ECRETARY-GEMERAL OF THE UMITED MATIOMS WAS 
ACTUALLY OM HIS WAY TO CAIRO TO DISCUSS WITH THE U.A.R. GOVERMMEMT 
MEAMS OF DEALING WITH THE GRAVE SITUATION THAT HAD ARISEN. 


AS THE HOUSE KNOWS, I VrtlMT TO MOSCOW AT THAT TIME AMD DURING MY 
TALKS WITH RUSSIAN LEADERS I WAS CONVINCED THAT THE SOVIET 
GOVERMMEM'T - DESPITE THEIR PUBLIC STATEMENT AMD ITS \rZRY ONE-SIDED 
APPROACH - '■.'ERE IN FACT VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE KIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION AM'D VERY ANXIOUS TO HELP PREl^MT IT GETTING OUT OF HAND. 


I MADE IT CLEAR TO THEM THE IMPORT.AMCE ',.fE ATTACH TO IMMEDIATE 

STEPS TO GET RESTRAINT 0BSER\TED BY THOSE IN THE AREA AM’D THE NEED TO 

U.SE AMY TIiME THUS GAINED TO FIND ACCEPTABLE SOLUTIONS TO THE 

PROBLEM.! CREATED - ESPECIALLY THAT OF NAVIGATION IN THE GULF OF 
ANA3A. 


I ALSO TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY '.-/HEM GIVING AN OPEN, PUBLIC LECTURE IN 
MOSCOW - ONE OF THE FE'.' OPPORTUNITIES YET GRANTED TO A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF A '..JESTERM power - TO HAKE THE SAME POINT IN PUBLIC. THIS IS WHAT 


1 SAID:- 


r I 


YOUR COUNTRY IS A VERY GREAT PO'.-IER. THIS IS A FACT. IT 


IMPOSES ON YOU GREAT RESPONSIBILITIES. IN PARTICULAR IT IMPOSES THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF USING THAT POWER TO SEE THAT THE PEACE OF THE 
WORLD IS MAINTAINED. TO DISCHARGE THIS REQUIRES BOTH RESTRAINT AND 
CREATIVE IMAGINATION. 1 ASK YOU TO APPROACH THE SITUATION IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST WITH THIS RESPONSIBILITY IN MIND." 


AS MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 'JE IN THIS COUNTRY, TOGETHER 
,''-'1TH THE OTHER PERMANENT .MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, INCLUDING 
A.3 I HAVE SAID THE SOVIET UNION, WELCOMED THE ADMISSION OF ISRAEL. 


■JE 


MUST CONTINUE TO FIND SOME 'JAY IN '.•/HIGH ISRAEL CAN LIVE WITHOUT FEAR 
OF HER NEIGHBOURS AND HER NEIGHBOURS CAN LIVE WITHOUT FEAR OF 
ISRAEL. THIS IS JUST AS MUCH A RUSSIAN RESP'ONSIBILITY AS IT IS FOR 
ANY OF THE OTHER COUNTRIES OF T.HE WORLD. 


at THE VERY SAME MOMENT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT PROPOSED THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE DISCUS.SIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES, U.S.S.R., FRANCE 
AKD BRITAIN TO SEEK A SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM. V.'E FOR OUR PART 

warmly V«:LC0HED this proposal and HAVE SO INFORMED THE THREE OTHER 

governments. HOWEVER, I REGRET TO TELL THE HOUSE THAT THE SOVIET 
government HAVE DECLINED TO TA.KE PART IN SUCH DISCUSSIONS. 
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there has i:j all this backgroudd discussicm, bee:j sohe discussiom 
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OF THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATIOM OF iJKJETEE.'JFIFTY. I EXPLAINED H.H.G. 
ATTITUDE TO THIS DECLARATION IM ANSUER TO A PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION ON 
INETEEN DECEMBER LAST, AI.’D THE POSITION REMAINS UNCHANGED SINCE 

THAT DECLARATION NAS A STATEMENT MADE BY THREE GOVERNMENTS 
ABOUT THEIR INTENTIONS UITH REGARD TO THE SUPPLY OF ARMS TO THE 
area, it also DECLARED THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE USE OF FORCE IN THE 
AREA AND THEIR INTENTION TO TAME SUCH ACTIO.N AS THEY THOUGHT FIT IF 
FORCE ''JE.RE USED OR IF THERE ’.fERE A THREAT OF FORCE. AT THAT TIME 
THE THREE GO'/ERNHENTS CONCERNED UERE VIRTUALLY THE ONLY SUPPLIERS OF 
ARMS TO THE AREA, AIID BRITAIN HERSELF HAD FORCES IN SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES OF THE AREA. 


the situation has ENTIRELY CHANGED SINCE THAT DATE. ^lE DO NOT 
claim tq play any SPECIAL ROLE IN' THE ARAB/ISRAEL DISPUTE. AS A 
PERMANENT MEMBER OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, H.M.G. HAVE A DUTY TO 
SUPPORT EFFORTS TO NEEP THE PEACE EVERY'.'/HERE: 'IE ARE DEEPLY 
concerned V/ITH PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND '.JE HAVE 
OF COURSE IMPORTANT NATIONAL INTERESTS THERE. BUT VIE REGARD THE 
UNITED NATIONS AS PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR PEACE-;3:EPING. I AM IN 
THESE WORDS PARAPHRASING WHAT WAS SAID BY THE THEN' PRIME MINISTER, 
MR. HAROLD MACHILLAN, IN NINETEEN'SIXTYTHREE, AND REAFFIRMED BY MR 
RT. HON. FRIEND THE PRESENT PRIME MINISTER. 


THESE THEN ARE THE RECENT EVENTS AND SO.ME OF THE CO.NS I DERAT IONS 
AGAINST WHICH WE HAVE HAD TO DECIDE THE COURSE OF OUR OWN ACTIONS. 
BUT OUR ACTIONS HAVE HOT ONLY TO MATCH THE EVENTS CF THIS 
PARTICULAR CRISIS AS IT DEVELOPS, THEY HAVE TO FIT INTO THE 
BROADER SETTING OF OUR MIDDLE EAST POLICY AS A WHOLE. 



OUT- iriTE5^E3T3 It! THE 


VE 


AS 


THERE, DEPE:1D UPO:! the ilAII.'TETATCE OF COHDITI0:.’3 i:J 'THICH 
EF’i;, AJD OPDEILY DEVELOPIIE.JT III THE AREA CAT PROCEED. THERE ARE 
areas of the IHDDLE east 'THERE 'TE CAT CO.TTRIBUTE DIRECTLY TO 
HAITTETATCE OF THE'3E COTDITIOTS. THE PERSIA!,' GULF 13 A CLEAR 
EXAMPLE, MKERE OUR COTTRIBUTlCn HAS BEE!! BOTH CRUCIAL ATD 
3l^CCE3SFUL. SOUTH ARAB.IA PRE3ETTS Oil THE OTHER HATD A MORE 
COMPLICATED Ai.'D DIFFICULT EXAMPLE, BUT THERE TOO >.'E ARE STILL 
STRIVI.TG TO HELP FIMD THE BASIS FOR THESE COMDITIOMS A::D I DO MOT 
DESPAIR OF EVEiJTUAL SUCCESS. BUT 'TE SHALL BE DEBATIMG THAT SUBJECT 
SEPARATELY OM AIIOTHER OCCASIOM. 


THERE ARE T’TO PER3ISTEMT FEATURES OF THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATIOM 
'THICH THREATEM THIS PEACEFUL AMD ORDERLY DEVELOPMEMT.THEY ARE THE 
BITTER HOSTILITY OF THE ARABS-j O'.TARDS ISRAEL AMD THE DEEP-SEATED 
DIVISIOM '.TITHi:,' THE ARAB 'TORLD. AS I SAID EARLIER THERE IS ALSO THE 
EXTEMT TO 'THICH OTHERS FROM OUTSIDE ARE IMTERVEMIM’G I.M THE 
SITUATIOM. '■,'E DEPLORE BOTH OF THESE C0NFLICT3|lAMD HAVE MO 'TISH TO 
TAME sides 1M EITHER OF THEM. BUT SIMCE THEY DOMINATE 30 MUCH OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST 3CEME, A3 RECENT EVEIITS HA^TE DEMONSTRATED, I SHOULD 
LIME TO STATE CLEARLY OUR ATTITUDE TO EACH OF THEM IN TURN. 


1 D: mot '.'/amt to be DRA'-JM-IMTO the endless argum.emt about the 

R1&HT3 A..'D '''RONGS OF T.HE TERHINATIO;; OF THE PALESTINE MANDATE AND 
THE CREATION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. IT 'dAS CERTAINLY NOT A 







BUT ALL THAT WAS A LCMG TIIlE AGO. IT IS A MATTER CF GREAT 
REGRET THAT IT HAS MOT 3EEM POSSIBLE TO HEAL THE WOUMDS FROM THOSE 
kOAYS AMD TO IIAME A FIMAL PEACE SETTLEHEMT. 'IE UMDERSTAMD THE 
^FEKLIMGS OF THE ARAB PEOPLES OM THIS SUBJECT., AMD AS A MAJOR 




MTRI3UTOR TO UMRWA WE ARE ACUTELY A'.'ARE OF THE PROBLEM OF THE 


PALESTIMIAM REFUGEES. 'IE WOULD LIME TO SEE A FAIR AMD FULl 
SETTLEMEMT OF THE WHOLE PROBLEM. 


BUT, HAVIMG SAID THAT, THE STATE OF ISRAEL HAS MOW BEEM A 
MEMBER OF THE UM’ITED MATIOMS FOR [’EARLY TWEMTY YEARS, RECOGMISED 
BY MOST GO'/ERMWEMTS OF THE WORLD AM'D THE SOVIET UMIOM WAS AMOMG 
T ME VERY FIRST TO DO SO.TJO AMD A HALF MILLIOM’ PEOPLE LW.^ IM 
I3RAEL. THIS FACT CAMMOT MOW BE IGM'ORED A:.’D RECCGMISIMG IT CA.'TIOT 


BE AT^’ACMED REASOMABLY AS 


I I 


TAMIM'G SIDES IM All ARAB/ISRAEL DISPUTE 


f I 


'■.'E TRADE WITH ISRAEL, AS •■JE TRADE WITH HER ARAB MEIGHBOURS. M'E 
HAVE FR1E.JDLY RELATIOMS WITH THE ISRAEL GOVERMilEMT, AS WE HAVE OR 
WISH TO HAVE FRIEi.'DLY RELATIOMS WITH ALL HER ARAB MEIGHBOURS. 


i;.’ THE SAME WAY M'E DO .MOT .’EEM EITHER TO BE IMVOLVED I.'.’ OR TO 
EM’COURAGE THE DISPUTE WHICH HAS BEEM DIVIDIMG THE ARAB COUMTR1E3 
IMTO TJO HOSTILE CAMPS. IM CUR RELATIOMS WITH ARAB COUMTRIES '<rE 
DESIRE TO DEVELOP CUR COi.’MEXIOMS AMD RELATIOMS WITH THE ARAB STAT 
OF VJHATEVER POLITICAL COMPLEXIOM, TO RECALL AMD COMTIMUE OUR 
PARTI Cl PAT I CM MOT OMLY IM THEIR ATTAIMMEMT OF FREEDOM BUT ALSO TO 
FURTHER THE ACHIEVEMEMTS OF COM5TRUCTIVE ARAB MATIOMALISM. 


I RECOGMISE IM ARAB MATIOMALISM OME OF THE MOST SIGMIFICAMT 
FORCES FOR CHAIIGE IM THE MIDDLE EAST TODAY. I HA\^E STRU^M', FOR 
IMSTAMCE, TO MAXE AM ALLY OF IT IM SOUTH ARABIA A.MD DESPITE 


SETBACKS I 


IVE 


BUT EWALLY I 


RECOGMISE THAT MO OME PARTY, .MO OME COUMTRY, AMD MO OME GROUP OF 
COUMTRIES HAS A HOMOPOLY OF ARAB MATIOMALISM. IT IS AT LEAST AS 
STROMG A DRIVKJG FORCE OF THOSE WHO SEEK FOR PEACEFUL CHA;.'GE AS 
I.J THOSE WHO “bS;: to PUR.'UE their aims BY METHODS OF VIOLE;,’CE. 


A:.’D 'JE must MOT FALL HITO THE TRAP OF REGARDIMG OR AL’-OWIMG 
OTHERS TO REGARD OUR MIDDLE EAST POLICY A'S A STRUGGLE TO T.HE DEATH 
BET'WEEM OURSELVES AMD PRESIDEMT MASSER. I GOT TO K.MOW PRE3IDEMT 
lJASSER over a LOMG period OF YEARS AMD I KA'/E A HIGH REGARD FOR 
HIM. AT THE SAME TIME, I AM MOT BLIMD TO HIS ERRORS. I BELIEVE 
THAT HE HAS LONG BEEM FOLLOW I MG A PROFOUNDLY [fflOMG COURSE IM 
SOUTH ARABIA AMD I BELIEVE THAT IM THE LAST TWO V/EEKS HE RASHLY 
ADOPTED A POLICY IM THE MIDDLE EAST WHICH COULD EMDAMGER MOT OMLY 
HI.MSELF BUT THE PEACE OF THE WHOLE WORLD. VJE ARE NOT SETTIMG OUT 

TO ■'Topple masser”, as members opposite once foolishly attempted 

TO DO. but nor are 'WE PREPARED TO ACCEPT THAT HE HAS THE RIGHT TO 
topple another MIDDLE EASTERN NATION AT THE RISK OF PLUNGING US 
ALL INTO WAR. 









r 


AGAIfIST THIS BACK&ROU.'JD OUR A III KJ THIS PHESEIJT CRISIS I.’UST BE 


Tj prevent co:’fro:itatiom which :jow exists bu.rsti.'jg into a 

COMFLAGRATIOH AIJD TO SEE-: WITH OTHERS A NEGOTIATED SETTLENEMT 

achieved by peaceful riEA.JS. 


THERE ARE MANY POS U^LE SOLUTIOMR BY WHICH THE GULF OF A1ABA 
MIGHT BE ;:epT OPEN ON TERMS WHICH BOTH ISRAEL AND EGYPT COULD 

’^eajonably be asned to accept. 


and A'IY solution must certainly ALSO SATISFY OUR OWN INTEREST 

AND THOSE OF OTHER MARITIME NATIONS CONCERNED WITH THE FREEDOM OF 
SHIPPING THERE. 


I AM UNDER NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES EITHER OF 
MAINTAINING THE PEACE OR OF ACHIEVING OUT OF IT SUCH A JUST, 
EQUITABLE SETTLEMENT. NOR MUST WE NECESSARILY CONFINE OUR EFFORTS 
TO ONLY ONE FORUM. \E NUST PURSUE OUR OBJECTIVE BY EVERY 
DIPLOMATIC MEANS AVAILABLE TO US. 


CLEARLY THE MOST APPROPRIATE AND ULTIMATELY,'■'ERE IT AVAILABLE, 
TV.E BEST WAY IS TO WORN FOR A SETTLEMENT "ITHIN THE MACHINERY OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 


DE5PITE ALL THE SETBACKS WHICH THE UNITED ;.’ATIOMS HAS RECEIVED, 
THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS DOES SET OUT THE BASIC PRINCIPLE.' 
WHICH SHOULD GOVERN THE POLICIES AND ACTIONS OF NATION-S. NOREOVER, 
THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE CHARTER IS TO GUARA.'.'TEE THE INTEGRITY OF 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, BOTH GREAT AND SMALL AND, JUST 
AT THIS MOMENT, A SMALL COUNTRY. THE STATE OF ISRAEL IS BEING 

THREATEi’ED. 


'.'E ARE PROUD OF BEING A FOUNDER MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND OF BEING ONE OF THE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
’•IE BELIEVE THAT THE STRENGTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THIS GREAT 
ORGANISATION ARE ESSENTIAL TO WORLD PEACE. 


IN THE MIDDLE EAST, "THE AREA WHICH IS NOW SO DISTURBED, THE 
MEN OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE HAVE MADE A REAL 
CONTRIBUTION TO PRESERVING PEACE FOR NEARLY A DECADE. I MAKE NO 
APOLOGY FOR REFERRING TO THIS AS I THINK IT IS WORTH 
D'JELLING ON IT FOR A MOMENT.'THEIR SUDDEN ENFORCED REMOVAL 
SYMBOLIZES THE CRISIS THAT MAS SO SUDDENLY BROKEN UPON US. 








• ' HERE MA:^ A HILITARY FORCE VMTH IIEN FROt! YUGOSLAVIA, IIJDIA, 

GA.JADA a::d the scaijdimavia;: cou;:trie3 vjhich had v;or’:ed together as 

A TEAM AMD WAS PROBABLY THE BEST U.M. PEACEi'EEPIMG FORCE THAT 




EVER EXISTED. ITS DI3APPEARAMCE IS AT OHCE A SHARP BLOW TO 
'JMITED MAT I QMS AMD TO IMTERMATIOMAL LAW AMD ORDER. 


' I MUST EMPHASIZE AGAIM TO THE HOUSE THAT THE REMOVAL OF THAT 
FORCE AT A MOMEMT L'HEM IT WAS MOST MEEDED V/A3 OME OF THE MOST 
SERIOUS ASPECTS OF THIS WHOLE BUS I MESS. THE UMITED MAT IONS COULD 
PLAY A TREMEMDOUS ROLE IM PEACEMEEPIMG. UMTIL ITS MEMBERS CAM 
AGREE AMONGST THE.MSELVE3 AS TO HOW THIS IS TO BE DOME - AMD HERE 
THE SECURITY COUMCIL HAS AM ABSOLUTELY VITAL PART TO PLAY - 


JHE RULE OF LAW IM THE WORLD WILL BE GRAVELY JEOPARDISED. 


V/E '.’ELCOMED THE INITIATIVE OF U THAMT, IM GO I MG TO CAIRO AM'D HIS 


REPORT DRAWS ATTEMTIOM 


IMCLUDIMG THE EXPI 


TO ALL THE DAMGERS OF THE PRESEMT SITUATIOM, 


) 

031VE 


PQSITIOM IM THE GULF. IT MAMES VARIOUS 


PROPOIALS FOR REMEDIES. '.IHAT IS MEEDED MOW IS A BREATHIMG SPACE TO 
EMABLE T.HESE PROPOSALS TO BE FULLY CONSIDERED AND TO ENABLE THE 
UMITED M’ATIONS TO EXERCISE ITS UMIQUE ROLE AS A CONCILIATOR. IN’ THIS 
moderating role it must urge conciliation OM BOTH SIDES - ON THE 
EGYPFIAM: AMD OM THE ISRAELIS. IT IS IM ORDER TO GAIM THIS BREATHIMG 
3PACE THAtIm’Y right HOMJURABLE FR1E;.’D lord CARADOM AMD OTHERS ARE 
WOR.KIMG 30 HARD AT THE PRESEMT TIME TO GET SUPPORT FOR SOME 

resolution IM THE SECURITY COUMCIL THAT WILL IM FACT URGE RESTRAIM'T 
AMD COMCILIATIOM. 


THE 3ECRETARY-GEMERAL REFERRED IM HIS REPORT TO THE N'EED FOR ALl 

1 ___ 


CONCERNED T 


EXERCI 


SPECIAL RESTRAINT, TO FOREGO BELIGEREMCE 


AM'D TO AVOID ALL OTHER ACTIONS WHICH COKLD INCREASE TENSION'*. \JE 
WOULD CO.MSIDER AS ACTS OF BELLIGERENCE A.MY UNILATERAL ACT TO CLOSE 
fHE GULF OF AlABA OR AMY ACTS OF AGGRESSION COMMITTED BY EITHER SIDE 
OM THE ISRAEL/ARAB BORDER. 


THE MAIM TAS;: OF THE UMITED NATIONS IS, IM FACT, TO WORM HARD TO 
REDUCE TEM’SIOM OM BOTH SIDES AMD, IF THAT IS POSSIBLE, TO SCCURE A 


HAVE 


ARAB/ISRAEL FRONTIERS. 


ONCE THIS COMCILIATIOM AMD THIMMING-OUT PROCESS GETS UNDER WAY 


THERE WILL BE AM URGE;,’T MEED FOR SOME MEW FORM OF UMITED MATI0.W5 
PRE'EMCE WHICH WOULD HELP TO MEEP THE TVIO SIDES APART, AS UMEF DID 
DURING THE LAST TEN YEARS. 


3UCH A UMITED NATIONS PRESENCE MIGHT TAKE MANY FORMS. IT COULD 
GROW OUT OF THE UMITED NATIONS TRUCE SUPERVISOR ORGANISATION '.fflICH 
PLAYED AM IMPORTANT ROLE OM THE EGYPTIAN/ISRAEL FRONTIER BEFORE IT 
WAS SUPERSEDED BY UMEF. IT MIGHT BE SOME ENTIRELY MEW BODY. '.'JHATEVER 
FORM EMERGES I BELIEVE THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SHOULD IN AMY 
CASE SEND HIS OWN PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE AREA TO HELP WITH 
TASK OF CONCILIATIO.M. I HOPE THAT U THANT WILL BE ABLE TO FIND 
SOMEBODY OF REAL POLITICAL STATURE AMD EXPERIENCE TO CARRY OUT THIS 
■'ERY DlFflC'H 






1 a;i sure that the re3po.':sibilities jf a::y uihted t! at ions 

BODY SHOULD EXTE.'JD TO BOTH SIDES OF THE FROJITIER SO AS TO BE, TO 

S ! AT exte::t, i::depe;;de:.'t of a;jy oi:e of the countries coijcerhed. niE 

^'AELIS Hkyrz, UHUISELY Kl IIY UlE'-', REJECTED THIS 11! THE PAST. '.TE 
HAVE HADE OUR UIE'..» INESCAPABLY CLEAR TO THE ISRAELIS IN THE LAST 
FEZ DAYS. 


T1;E3E are THE HIND OF DIRECTIONS I.! '•'IIICH 'IE THINK THE UNITED 
NATIONS NUST CONTINUE TO WORN. 


BRITISH POLICY, AS I HA^/E .SAID, IS TO WORK IN THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND THROUGH THE U.JITED NATIONS. BIJT AT THE END OF THE DAY THE 
UNITED NATIONS IS ONLY THE SUN OF ITS NENBERS. AIJD THERE ARE CLEAR 
LiniTATIONS ON IT AT THIS ilOtlENT. 

?■ 

SPEAKING FOR OU^EL'/ES, COULD NOT 3E SATISFIED 'JITH A 
SirUATION I.\' WHICH A .NUNERICAL NAJORITY IN NEW YORK ARE SATISFIED 
'JITH AN INEQUITABLE SETTLENENT WHICH '..'ILL MERELY EN.SURE THAT AN 
ARAB/ISRAEL WAR IS INEVITABLE SOONER OH LATER. THEREFORE WE HAVE 
NOT CONFINED OUR DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY TO NE''.' YORK. N'E HAVE ALSO BEEN' 
IN TOUCH BOTH DIRECTLY AND THROUGH OUR ANBASSADORS WITH OTHER 
GOVER.’NENTS IN THEIR OWN CAPITALS. 


ALTHO'JGH 'JE SHOULD NOT MA.KE THE MISTA.KE OF ASS'JMING THAT THERE 
AREN'T OTHER GRAVE DANGER SPOTS '.■.'HICH COULD SPARK OFF A '.'AR. 
.lEVERTHELES A3 I HAVJE SAID THE CENTRE OF THE PRESENT CRISIS SEEN3 
PRET'-Y CLEARLY TO BE THE GULF OF AQABA. THE IN; ED I ATE CRUCIAL 
PROBLEM 1.3 FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION THERE. ''JE ARE THEREFORE IN THE 
CLOSEST TJUCHN'WITII OTHER MARITIME COUNTRIE.S '/HIGH SHARE WITH US A 
VITAL INTE.REST IN THE FREEDOM OF THE SEAS., 


WE HA'/E EXPLAINED OUR OWN POSITION TO THE.SE OTHER GOVERNMENTS. AS 
THE PRIME MINISTER STATED AT MARGATE ON T'JENTYFOUR MAY, THIS IS 
STILL AS IT WAS IN NINETEEN FIFTY 3EVE.:,“rKAT THE STRAITS OF TIRAN 
MUST BE REGARDED A.S AN INTERNATIONAL 'JATER'.JAY THROUGH WHICH THE 
VES.3ELS OF ALL NATIONS HAVE A RIGHT OF PASSAGE. AS THE PRIME 

MINISTER ALSO SAID, "HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENTNWILL ASSERT THIS 
RIGHT ON BEHALF OF ALL BRITISH SHIPPING A;,'D IS PREPARED TO JOIN 
WITH OTHERF TO SECURD A GENERAL RECOGNITION OF THIS RIGHT." 


OUR RECENT DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGD3 HAVE SHOWN THAT IlANYlllOTHER 
COUNTRIES NOW AS IN NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN SHARE OUR VIEWS ON THIS 
RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE. 'JE A.RE NOW DISCUSSING WITH THEIf WHAT '.fE AND 

They can do together to as.seht this right and to .secure its general 

.RECOGNITION. 













LORD CARADOM HAS ALREADY PUBLICLY STATED OUR POSITIOH IH THE 
L'ECURITY COU;JCIL OF THE IC’ITED HATIOMS. BUT I'/E CAHilOT BE SURE THAT 
JHE COUHCIL WILL BE ABLE TO AGREE OH A CLEAR AMD UHEWIVOCAL 
^ATEilEHT OF THE POSITION AS '.JE AI.'D OTHERS SEE IT. '7E HAVE THEREFORE 
^PpIDED TO COilSULT WITH OTHER LISE-.’IIMDED t.’ATIOMS ABOUT THE 
I'SUIHG OF A CLEAR DECLARATION BY THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
COM lUNITY THAT THE GULF OF A'^.ABA IS RPT IS AN INTERNATIONAL 
V/ATERWAY INTO WHICH AND THROUGH WHICH THE \fE5SELS OF ALL NATIONS HAVE 
A RIGHT OF PASSAGE. SUCH A DECLARATION WHETHER IN AN OUTSIDE OR IN 
A UNITED NATIONS FORUM -.PREFERABLE AS THE LATTER WOULD BE - WOULD 
I BELIEVE HAVE A SUBSTANTIVE PART TO PLAY IN MAINTAINING AND 
PROLONGING THE RESTRAINT WHICH AT PRESENT ENABLES PEACE TO BE HELD 
IN THE AREA. BY SoljjDOir.G IT WOULD GIVE US THE EXTR^ TIME TO TRY TO 
KIND THE LONGER-TERM SOLUTIONS ABOUT THE USE OF THE GULF - INCLUDING 
POSSIBLY A SPECIAL CCNVEN’TICN ENSHRINING ITS STATUS, AS AP.^LIES 
|0 SOME OTHER INTERNATIONAL WATERWAYS. 


WE MUST OF COURSE FACE THE FACT THAT ACTION IN THE UN’I TED 
JATIO:!’, OR DECLARATIONS MADE BY .NBTICNS OUTSIDE THE Ui.’ITED NATIONS 

:AY :I0T be enough to secure the right of MLIOCENT pas'age to WHICH 

'E AND ALL MARITIME NATIOMS ATTACH SUCH IMPORTANCE. IT GOfiS 
'ITHOUT SAYING THAT WE CERTAINLY HOPE THAT THEY WILL: 1 TRUST IT 
■iLSO GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT L'E SHALL USE EVERY DIPLOMATIC EFFORT 
fO JEE THAT THEY DO. BUT '■/£ WOUld BE FAILING IN OUR DUTY IF "E 
•/ERE NOT CONSULTING WITH OTHERS CONCERNED ABOUT T.HE SITUATION THAT 
,'OULD ARISE IF THESE INITIATIVES I HAVE OUTLINED ABOVE '■.'ERE TO 
KAIL. 


DURING THE LAST LfEEM, '..'HILST THE HOU3E WAS IN RECESS, THE MIDDLE 
EA.ST MOVED CLOSE TO THE BRIN’-f OF WAR. 


ONLY THOSE OF US WHO WERE INVOLVED DEEPLY IN THE EVENTS OF LAST 
WEENEND ;CJOW HOW CLOSE 'm CAME TO SEE I MG ACTS OF WAR FROM WHICH THE 
WAVES OF DESTRUCTION MIGHT HAVE SPREAD OUT TO ENGULF US ALL. 

THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF SEVERAL COUNTRIES. INCLUDING, I AM PROUD TO 


SAY, OUR OWN, THIS HORROR WAS AVERTED. 


BUT ALTHOUGH NOME OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST HAS YET 
STEPPED OL'ER T.HE BRtNK, THE ABYSS REMAINS. TINE IS DESPARATELY SHORT 
UNLES' THE INTERNATIONAL CON.NUNITY SHOULDERS FULLY ITS 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND A.S.’ERTS ITSELF TO SECURE 'WICNLY A JUST AND 
EQUITABLE .SETTLEMENT, A CRISIS MORE GRAVE AND MORE THREATENING WILL 
INEVITABLY BE UPON US. 


TO AVERT THAT I PLEDGE THE UNTIRING DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS OF THIS 


COUNTRY. 


VERBATIM 


PRODROME RABAT 
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TEX'. 0¥ STATELiEOT ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
SITl'ATIGiT MADE BY THE RT.HON OEORQE 
E^0V7i, M.P. SECRETARY OP STATE FOR 
PORL'.-SH /vPVAirS, IN THE HOUSE OP 
•DOMMGNc ON MAY, .196?. 



tov niusL jr wiiut 1 have to say, and no doubt In the 
debate will fellow, wo shall of oourse be discussing 

the situation between the Arab cowntrles and Israel, but 

I wanu ligh'*' at the start to remind the House that the 
political, econonlc and stratejlc interests of too many 

countries are Involved in the Middle L’ast for it to be 
other than extremely difficult for a war which ere.r 

got started In that area to be confined to the countries 
Immedla'^ely concerned. 

If we are to get the present Arab/lsrael crisis 
in peccpsctlve .ve nrast see it in a wider context. It is 
Indeed thrt thfs greater risk of war which we face 

today stu'.ns not so nr.ich from any increased enmity between 
Israel and the Arab States - bad though that is; not so 
much from any fniluro of the United Nations, precipitously 
withdrawing irhe United Nations Force, but from the fact 
that into th/e ares over quite some time now there have 
been pouring vast qu^nt**tier of gins, ax'r^^ur and aircraft, 
not for the purposes of the loo'll ccnflicuP within the area 
but for purposes of rhan-‘ng +he global balance of power. 

That 13 w.hy It must be the bas.^n of what I have to 
say, that ever. ihou£:h we ar;- new ‘alhi'ng ia£*r. iTi-* about the 
Araby - Israel dispute, and ways of prevent.'^ng that flaring 
up, it would be a boll man who would say that just tc 
settle ioday^p ImTedlate problems would remove the 


continulnc risks of war in that area. 

Having spM that, and despite t 


suddenness 


with which '^risls blew up, behind it there is the 
intractable and long-standing d1spite between the Arab 
countries and V*e State of Israel- 


It is twenty yearn since the United Nations first 

tried to tackle this problem, despite nary efforts it has 

/not...,,, 



not been possible to find a permanent settlement: but even 
so It is here possibly more than anywhere else in the world 
that the United Nations has been able to play a vital and 
conetxnictlve role in keeping the fires damped. 

Prom nineteen fifty seven until a year or so agO- 
there had been no serious flare-ups in the south between Egypt 
and Israel the United Nations emergency force provided a buffer 
between the two sides, so that there have been almost no 
Incidents. It also kept a detachment at Sham Esh Sheikh 
on the tip of the Sinai Peninsula: it was on the basis of 
the understanding thatt the detachment would remain there, and 
on the basis of firm declarations that there would be free 
passage for ships into the Gulf of Aqaba that the Israelis 
finally v/ithdrew their forces from Sinai in early nineteen 
fifty seven. 

On tho Ai'mistice lines elsewhere, there were more 
Incidents, but the United Nations Chief of Staff, with the 
United Nations Tru^e Supervisory Organisation and its Corps 
of Observers, worked hard and with considerable success 
to keep the temperature down. Over the past year or so, 
however, a nev/ end more dangerous pattern of Incidents emerged: 
groups of terrerists in.filtrated into Israel have placed 
explosives on roads, bridges, railway lines. The amount of 
damage and the loss of life have not been great, but they 
have caused the Israel Government in its turn to mount 
retallato'^y action against the territory of neighbouring 
countries from which they have come. 

have always made clear our view that the Governments 
concerned have a duty to prevent the mounting of attacks from 
their territory against their neighbours; that it is in¬ 
excusable to disown responsibility for the attacks, and even 
more inexcusable to praise publicly their perpetrators as the 
Syrians have done, but we have always made equally clear to 
Israel our view that retaliation was not the right answer and 

that it was dangero^is because one could nev(=r know where it 

/would.,,.. 
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would end. 

Unfortunately, in the Security Council, the highest organ 
of the United Nations charged with the maintenance of peace, there 
has been a frustrating situation. 

We and others have tried to avoid partisanship, to pass 
Judgements of cases on their merits in the light of the evidence 
supplied by the United Nations Truce Supervisory Organisation, 
and to get all ja rties to co-operate In preserving the peace. 

The Soviet attitude has, however, been different. Twenty 
years ago they supported the resolution in the General Assembly 
Which led to the creation of Israel. In nineteen fifty five, 
however, they switched their policy - one can hardly avoid saying 
cynically - and they have since then been wholly one-sided in 
their action and in their behaviour when the Israel Government is 
at fault, it is rirjhtly criticed in the Security Council, and 
a resolution embodying that criticism can be passed, when an 
Arab Government is at fault, the Soviet veto is used against any 
resolution criticising that Government. 

For example, last autumn when the Israel Government took to 
the Security Council a complaint about a terrorist raid in the 
north of Israel no action ensued. Soon after that the Israel 
Government mounted an attack on the Jordanian village of Saimi. 

We strongly and publicly criticised their action at the time as 
unjustified and Inexpedient, and in this case the Security 
Council passed a condemnatory resolution. But, Sir, clearly 
there is no equity in this situation, this double approach, 

A pattern of incidents and retaliation has continued this year. 

The Soiretory .-Gt’.nefnl-df the United Nations tried to calm the 
situation by using the machinery of the Israel-Syria mixed 
Armistice Commission which had until then been boycotted for 
many years by Israel, We supported him fully in this initiative. 
The Commission met on several occasions but despite the efforts 
of the Commission, terrorist attacks on Israel were renewed. 

After ah Incident in the demilitarised rone south of Lake 
Tiberias in early April, Israel attacked Syrian defensijfg^positions 
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■f>oir > r-i p-wiely military terms, this action appeared to 

be BJ-'-cc. but lanjer of escalation in all this was 

cleai.*!:/ jar mu 

^ipavt tl'L'.i ufcua*. propasanda machine it should be 
recccAilE^d ^hvr. oncli^u Jiis period ■*he U.A.il., despite the fact 
that it camt- 'Ji-ider a‘:uac‘-; ‘''rou othisr Arab S*'ate8, nevertheless 
acted with notab'.e restrar .v » 

Aboxit the middlr; cf .hay, Israeli aeadera ^pcAe strongly 
of the latest incu'»'sicri‘. xvon Syria and .varned that they jould 
not continue to tolerate xiheiaT 

lainap^-: o:i acecunx; of these statciaente, i*; becaiae v/diely 
but acenrdir;; %o our •’nforcation erroneously believed, that some 
large ^oiie nc'.ack on Sjv5a was imminent* 

*.T' ’-/ae thei. - cn fourteen and fifteen May - tnat the 


Governfi -^-'t of - r Ih.. ed y'rab Republic started to take 

and 00 ■ cntaLiovo ilj. ^ary precautions. On sixteenth they 

took the .or* gi*a"e F.*ep of demanding the withdrawal of the 


United X Force, 

I hate ax.’'e^.dy spoken ot the ^'ole of thio rn.*c3 


T 


I. •• »v « 


r t 


o it in a romr* !': jf ira’'u oe\ up in 


nineteen fifty a lx io supervlc": bhe vithdr.v,. J o-’ •^ho Inglo'' 
French and laracl Porcos from ligjurtlsn •* c"'ri*o''/, it had 
remair.ed cn I’** ronlter ev*..' stre,-* as a h'xTer between 

Israel the Ur.lv 3d trnV. ?.epi:hxic 

There rl.l? no noubi b * ondlcso "ec^al rrmront about Ihe 
Judicic- rcsttior. ol Precident .Tascer's octlo^v, 2uL in */ '’lew 


this io -ijl 




olr.t. One can synpathl::e v.vth i^he Secreteri- 


OereraT jcrarcr.leA .vivi :hl^ demana, f t caraict be ri^t that 

when a ftr^ is rvr.o?«'i to be imminent the F?re Brigade should be 
ordered to depart. Nob crdLy that but theri are wider implications 
Even it too u:.Isc Force has noe been the sole reason for the 


relative wh^ch has been amintalned ever the past ten years, 

nevertheless it has obviously played a very " .rge part in It 
and hao ahcv.T* r;‘ait can be dene by the UaitaA Nations in peace¬ 
keeping. But to remove the Form in thlo w-ny was bound to 



doubt on the crsdlbillty of such efforts elsewhere and thereby 
risk intensifvins cthar problems and tensions in other parts of 
the woi-ld. 


i • 
• 
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1 j d'ciric/i ^v^ *'a^’ .ij L :d .Secretary- 


General decide 1 ’7lthout consuitatlon with the appropriate organs 
of the United Nations thai he had *oo acc3pt the ./i*nhdrawal of the 


Force, 


This action olcarj:’ altered the whe'e situation in a \-ery 


important and natex’lal respect. 

Having achieved thin ‘'eBUlt, possibly with unexpected ease> 
President Nasser announc<';d on ’‘nveniy three Key thaw- following the 
removal of the UNEP detachment from S.h*'.rm Ssh Sheikh- hie 
Governipent intended to close the straits of Tiran to Israel ships 
and to uhc carriage of strategic goods to Israel, 

There f'.re two serious aspects to this. The Israel Govern¬ 
ment declarer in nineteen fifty se^en that it would regard Inter¬ 
ference with Its shipping as an aggcesslve act entitling it to 
take measuros of oe-f-defence under Article fifty one of the 
Charter, Thez^c was therefore a grave rlsl: of a r.ilitar/ con¬ 


flict arising* cut of f'is situation. 

But there r s a \i(?:r aspect, 
concerns onl: Israel and the U.A.h. 


•.Jitf i-3 iot a wetter- v.ci‘’ch 
Iw i.’. aj.r .0 a matter of direct 


concern to ail narl*’. Irc. nations interested 1: tnc rifettered 
movement of paajc^il shipping in ail pc-'Lc thj Oixr 

delegate to the Goner'll /.eserbl:/ .n rlnctoun fi*^\.y se'^^en declared 
that: *The Straits of Tiran mus't be regarded so an internAtlonal 


waterway, through wLlci, the vessels of all nations have a right 
of paesage,* 

He*' 1:0-233 cy’a Oovm ament will assert this riglit on behalf 
of all British shipping, end they are prepared to Join with 
others to secure gonoral recognition of this right.^ 

Other delegatee made similar, in some cases even stronger. 


declarations 


Incidentally, some ox* these declarations nahs very 


/j 


nteresting. •. 





interesting reading now - and members may care to look at them^ 

They are contained in the official records of the United Nations 
General Assembly (Xi Sess* Plenary fcieetings nineteen fifty six- 
fifty seven, Vol. Two). 

As you know, the Prime Minister reaffirmed Her Saajesty's 
Government's position on this subject in similar terms last week. 

This is not just an arguable legal matter. It carries great 
political and economic consequences. Its repercussions vould 
affect the right of navigation in many parts of the workd, 
including, be it noted, some of the maritime exits from the 
Soviet Union. 

It is worth just noticing in passing that this decision 
was announced while the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
was actually on his v;ay to Cairo to discuss with the U.A.R. 
Government means of dealing with the grave situation that had 
arisen. 

As the House knows, I went to Kioscow at that time and 
during my talks with Russian leaders I was convinced that the 
Soviet Government - despite their public statement and its very 
one-sided approach - v/ere in fact vtry concerned about the 
\iiddle East situation and very anxious to help prev .ui: it 
getting out of hand. 

I made it clear to them the importance we attach to 
Immediate steps to get restraint observed by those in the area 
and the need to uce any tine thus gained to find acceptable 
solutions to the problems created - especially that of navig¬ 
ation in the Gulf of Aqaba. 

I also took the opportunity when giving an open, public 
lecture in Moscow - one of the few opportunities yet granted to 
a representative of a Vr'estern Power - to make the same point 
in public. This is what I said "Your country is a very great 
Power. This is a fact. It imposes on you great responsibilities. 

In particular it imposes the responsibility of using that power 

/to. 
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pto see that the peace of the world is maintained. To discharge 
this requires both restraint and creative imagination, I ask 
you to approach the situation in the Kiddle PJast with this 
responsibility in mind". 

As members of the United Nations v/e in this country, 
together with the other permanent members of the Security Council, 
including as I have said the Soviet Union, welcomed the admission 
of Israel, tie must continue to find some'way in which Israel can 
live without fear of her neighbours and her neighbours can live 
without fear of Israel. This is Just as much a Russian 
responsibility as it is for any of the other countries of the 
world. 

At the very same moment the ^'rench Government proposed that 
there should be discussions between the United States, U.S.S.R. 
Prance and Britain to seek a solution to this problem. 'Ae for 
our part warmly welcomed this proposal and have so informed the 
three other Governmen-os. However, I regret to tell the House 
that the Soviet Government have declined to take part in such 
discussions. 

There has in all. this background discussion, been some 
discussion, of the Tripartite declaration of nineteen fifty. 

I explained H.K.G.’s attitude to this declaration in answer 
to a Parliamentary Question on noneteen December last, and the 
position remains unchanged since then. That declaration was 
a statement made by three Governments about their intentions 
with regard to the supply of arms to the area. It also 
declared their opposition to the use of force in the area 
and liheir intention to take such action as they thought fit 
if force were used or if there were a threat of force. At 
that time the three Governments concerned were virtually the 
only suppliers of arms to the area, and Britain herself had 
forces in several cotin tries of the area. 

The situation has entirely changed since that date, we do 

/not. 



not claim to play any special role in the Arab/Israel dispute* 

As a piTmaneni: member of the Security Council, H.M.G. have a 
duty to support efforts to keep the peace everywhere: we are 
deeply conc^rnea v/ith peace and stability in the Middle East, 
and we have of conrso important nv^tional interests there. But 
we regard the United Nations as primarily responsible for peace¬ 
keeping. I am in these words parapbr-asing whax was said by the 
then Prime Minister, Mr. Harold MacMil.lan, in nineteen sixty three, 
and reaffirmed by Vtt Rt. Hon. Friend the present Prime Minister. 

These then are the recent events and some of the considerations 
against v/hich we have had to decide the coxzrse of our own actions. 
But our actions have not only to match the events of this 
particular crisis as it develops, they have to fit into the 
broader setting of our Middle TTast policy as a whole. 

Our Interests in the Middle East notably trade - Investment, 
as everywhere, depend upon the maintenance of conditions in which 
peaceful and orderly development in the area can proceed. There 
are some areas of the Middle East v/here we can contribute directly 
to the maintenance of these conditions. The Persian Gulf is a 
clear example, where our contribution haa been both crucial and 
successful. South /Vraola presents on the oth r iiand a more 

complicated end d^ffi'nilt example, but there too we* are still 
striving zo help find the basis for these conditiom and I do 
not despair of eventual success. 6it we shar.. bo debating that 
subject separately on another occasion. 

There are two persistent features of the Middle East 
situation which threaten this peaceful and orderly development. 

They are the bit!;er hoacility of the Arabs towards Israel and the 
deep-seated division within the Arab world. As I said earlier 
there Is also the extent to which others from outside are 
intervening in the altuatlon. We deplore both of these conflicts 
and have no wish to take sides in either of them. But since they 
dominate so much of the Middle East scene, as recent events have 

/demonstrated,.•. 
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demonstrated, I should like to state clearly our attitude to 
each of them In turn. 

I do not want to be drawn into the endless argument about 
the rights and wrongs of the termination of the Palestine mandate 
and the creation-of the State of Israel, It was certainly not a 
happy experience for this country. 

But all that was a long time ago, it is a matter of great • 
regret that it has not been possible to heal the wotmds from 
these days and to make a final peace settlement. We understand 
the feelings of the Arab peoples on this subject, as as a major 
contributor to UlT'/RA we are acutely aware of the problem of the 
Palestinian refugees. 'Ne would like to see a fair and full 
settlement of the whole problem. 

But, having said that-j the State of Israel has now been a 
member of the United Nations for nearly twenty years, recognised 
by most Governments of the world and the Soviet Union was among 
the very first to do so. Two and a half million people live in 
Israel. This fact cannot now be ignored and recognising it 
cannot be attacked reasonably as "Taking sides in an Arab/ 

Israel dispute", we trade with Israel, as we trade with her 
Arab neighbours. Wo have friendly relations with the Israel 
Government, as we have or wisli to have friendly relations with 
all her A'^ab neighbours. 

In the same way qe do not seek either to be involved in or 
to encourage the dispute wnich has been dividing the Arab 
countries into two hostile camps. In our relations with ;j?ab 
countries Ve desire to develop our connexions and relations with 
the Arab States of whatever political complexion, to recall and 
continue our participation not only in their attainment of 
freedom but also to further the achievements of constructive 


Arab nationalism. 
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I recognise in Arab nationalism one of the most significant 
forces for change in the kiddle ii)ast today. I have striven, for 
Instance, to make an ally of it in South Arabia and despite 
setbacks I shall continue to strive i‘cr that. But equally I 
recognise that no one party, no one country, and no one f,roup 
of countries has a monopoly of Arab nationalism. It is at least 
as strong a driving force of those who s..ek for peaceful change 
as in those who workd to pursue their aius by metho Is of violence. 

And we must not fall into tne trap cf regSA'dlng or allowing 
others to regard our Mddle East policy as a straggle to the death 
betwee o^l^selves and President Nasser. I got to knew President 
Nasser over a long period of years and I have a high regard for 
him*At the same time I am not blind to his errors. I believe 
that he has long been following a profoundly wrong course in 
South Arabia and I believe that in the last two weeks he rashly 
adopted a policy in the kiddle East which could endanger not only 
himself but the peace nf the whole world, ’"e are not setting out 
to "topple Nasser", as members opposite once foolishly attanpted 
to do. But nor are we prepared to accept that he has the right 
to topple another Middle Eastern nation at the risk of plunging 
us all into war. 

Against this background our aim in this present crisis must 
be to prevent confrontation which now exists bursting into a 
conflagration and to seek with others a negotiated settlement 
achieved by peaceful means. 

There are many possible solutions by which the Oulf of 
Aqaba might be kept open on terms which both Israel and Egypt 
could reasonably be asked to accept. 

And any solution must certainly also satisfy our own 
interests and those of other maritime nations concerned with the 
freedom of shipping there. 

I am under no illusions about the difficul'cies either of 

/maintaining. 



malntainlr-g tiie peace or of achieving out of it such a Just, 
equitable settleaent. Nor must we necessarily confine our 
efforts ‘’•n only one forum. "e must pursue our objective by 
every diplomatic means available to us, 

Clearl;; the uost appropriate and ultimately, were it 
available, the best way is to worA for a nettlenent within the 
machinery of the United Nations, 

Despite al'l the setbacks which the United liations has 
received, the Charter of the United iiatione does set out the 
basic principles which should govern tie policies and actions 
of nations, Moreover, tho main purpooe of the Charter is to 

/ 

guarantee hhc integrity of all members of the United Nations/ 
both great and snail and. Just at this moment, a small country, 
the State of . srael is being threatened, 

\7e are proi:d of being a founder menber of the United 
Nations and or being one of the permanent members of the 
Security Council believe that the strength and development 

of this great Organisation are essential to world peace. 

In the Middle East, the area which is now so disturbed, the 
men of the United Nations emergency force have made a real 
contribution to preeervliig peace for nearly a decade, I nake 
no apology for referring to this as I think It is worth 
dwelling on it for a moment. Their sudden enforced removal 
symboliiieR the crisis that has so suddenly broken upon us, 

^re ws.s a military force with men from Yugoslavia, India, 
Canada, and the Ccandlnavian countries which had worked together 
as a team and was probably the best United Nations Peacekeeping 
Force that had e\er existed. Its disappearance is at once 
a sharp blow \o the United Nations and to international law 

and order, 

I mot '^i^pbasise again to the House that the removal of 
that force at a moment whrn it was most needed was one of the 
most serious aspects of -liis whole business. The United 

/Nations. 



Katlor.j ccu-.^ lay a tremendous role In peacekeeping. Until Its 
uemberr* can agree amongst themselves as to how this is to be 
^done - and hers the Security Council has an absolutely vital part 
to play ” the rule of lav; in the world v/ill be gravely Jeopardised, 

We welcomed the initiative of U Thant, in going to Cairo, 
and his report draws attention to all the dangers of the present 
situation, including the explosive position in the Gulf, makes 
various proposals for remedies. 'hat is needed now is a breathing 
space to enable these proposals to be fully considered and to 
enable the United Nations to exercioe its unique role as a 
conciljajor, “n this moderating role it must urge conciliation 
on boUi si-jeo - on the Egyptians and on the Israelis. It is 
in order to jaIn this breathing space that my Right Honoiirable 

Jjord carador. and others eire working so hard at the present 
time to gel support f''t* some resolution in the Security Council 
that \rl.ll '-n urg'^' restraint and conciliation. 

The Ceurcxary-^le-ieral referred in his report to the need for 
all concernc . to 'exercise special rectraint, to forego belligerence 
and to avoid all ct'^ev cctiono t-'diich cojld increase tension”, Y.’e 
would consider as a(.tc c.. b lllgerrace any unilateral act to close 
the Gulf of A'iaba o • .-..v eroM of aggression committed by either 
side on the j srae'L/jirab fcoruc". 

The main uus.: of the United Nations js, in fact, to work 
hard to redoes •'tension on both sides and, if that is possible, to 
secure a rec^uction in the* forces Wiich have now gathered on all 
the crael frontiers. 

Oecc «his conciliation and thinning-out process gets under 
way there will bo an urgent need for some new form of United 
Nations presence which would help to keep the two sides apart, as 
UNEP did during the -.aot ten years. 

Such a iiViced .'lacionc presence might take many forms. I 

# 

could grow Out cf the United Nations Truce Supervisory Organisation 
which played i.n impor ;ant T jle on the ^2gyptian/lsrael frontier 
before it was 8upe***sci€il by UifEP. It be some entirely new 
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o a eirei'gGQ I believe that the Secretary- 



General etowl'l '-.'i an^ cane aend his own per&onaH representative 
to i:he nvec* to hejp wlih th‘ task of conolliation* I hope 
that U riiai.t will ;>e '/oje to x*lr.d aor^ebody of real political 
statm*e and axxerience *cu carry on- thla very d.itTtc.ii.l'; task, 

I oni r;vr.-; thr r^8po:.3*ibji\tieo of an:^ ne// United 

Nations body should o-v.end .;o both sides of ■he frontier, so as 
to be, bo some exbenL, indepondont of one of the countries 
concerned. The Israelis hr\e, T-*v/;8ej:y in my vjew, reflected thl 
in the past, Wa Iiave ^aade ouv view Inescapable clear to the 
Israelis in -he lasb fev/ days. 

These ^re th*^ kind of directions in which we think the 
United !rat:w'ii3 cast continue to work, 

Pritish policy, as I fare said, is to v/ork in the United 


Nations and thTVju<:h the United Nations 


But at the end of the 


day the Uni*;'’a 17at.-onr. is only the *up of its meaibers. And 
there are clear I.*.*:.** ta'.ions on jt at this raoir-ent. 

Speak*’ng f u' oui elreo, we could not be sal.lsfied v;itn e 
situation in wMcl. r r.-.jiertual riio-'ioy ‘'x Kew Yo^v ^rn fiar.».rfied 


with an inequi*aLie cettlw.jert ‘.vMch will r- ulia’ an 

Arab/lsraol .:iv is inevitable sooner* oi ‘inevefor*: w-s have 

not confined ou'^’ diplo at*'c aciivJ*;*y to Nov; iy'L» uc Jiave also 
been in touch toil. ci*\'»ctly aid tli- ou vh c *'* Av! cosadors wi .h 
other Go*'crnmonts .;n t**eir o.vn ccrltalj. 


Althoura ve s.iould not ticIc ‘uh^* rl.8\'d'.c of J6su-il::g tiiat there 


aren t other yro.ve de.Vtier epota which could epur.k off a war. 
Nevertheless as I h?.'c s:-*ia che centre of the present crisis seems 
pretty clea'^Iy to \ the Cul ' of Aqcoa, Iho i!nciod:*ate cr'aclal 
problem io f ^'^:cdcTv of tlinre. vVe are tne'*'?fove in the 

closest torch with cthor 'aaritime countries which share wi. thus 


8 


vital Iritcresu \i. uha fre'^don of the seas. 


We have explained ovr 07;n position to these other 
Ooverr-ments, Ac the Prinio li:nia1.er stated at Mai-gate on 

/twenty. ,. < , 
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twenty four May, this is till as It was In nineteen fifty seven, 
^that the Straits of Tiran must be regarded as an international 
waterway through which the vessles of all nations have a right 
of passage. As the Prime Minister also saaid, "Her Majesty’s 
Government will assert this right on behalf of all British 
shipping and is prepared to Join with others to secure a 
general reoognitiAn.: of this right." 

Oxir recent diplomatic exchanges have shown that many 
other countries now as in nineteen fifty seven share our views 
on this right of free passage. Ae are now discussing with them 
what we and they can do together to assert this right eind to 
secure its general recognition. 

Lord Caradon has already publicly stated our position in 
the Security Council of the United Nations. But we cannot be sure 
that the Council will be able to agree on a clear and unequivocal 
statement of the position as we and others see it, 7/e have 
therefore decided to consult with other like-minded nations 
about the issuing of a clear declaration by the international 
maritime community that the Gulf of Aqaba is repeat is an 
International waterway into which and through which the vessels 
of all nations have a right of passage. Such a declaration 
whether in an outside or in a United Nations forum -preferable 
as the latter would be - would I believe have a substantive part 
to play in maintaining and prolonging the restraint which at 
present enables peace to be held in the area. By so doing, it 
would give us the extra time to try to find the longer-term 
solutions about the use of the Gulf - including possibly a 
special convention enshrining its status, as applies to some 
other international waterways. 

We must of course face the fact that action in the 
United Nations, or declarations made by nations outaide the 
United Nations may not be enough to secure the right of Innocent 

b 
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passage to which we and aH maritime nations attach such 


/importance,,,, 
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^importan«e. It goes without saying that we shall use every 
diplomatic effort to see that they do. But we would be 
falling In our duty if we were not consulting with others 
concerned about the situation that would arise if these 
initiatives I have outlined above were to fail. 

During the last week, whilst the House was in recess, 
the Middle East moved close to the brink of war. 

Only those of us who were involved deeply in the events 
of last weekend know how close we came to seeing acts of war 
from which the waves of destruction might have spread out to 
engulf us all. Through the efforts of several countries, 
including, I am pround to say, our own, this horror was 
averted. 

But although none of the countries of the Middle East 
has yet stepped over the brink, the abyss remains. Time is 
desperately short. Unless the international community shoulders 
fully its responsibilities and asserts itself to secure quickly 
a iuBt and equitable settlement, a crisis more grave and more 
threatending will inevitably be upon us. 

To avert that I pledge the \intiring diplomatic efforts 


of this country 


TEXTS DE LA DECLARATION SUR LA SITUATION AU MOYJN-ORIDNT 
PRONONCEE PAR M. GEORGE BROWN, SECRETAIRE: D'ETAT AUX 
AFFAIRES ETRANGERES, A LA GIIAIfflRE DES COLniUNGS LE 31 

r^AI 1967 


Pour tout.ce quo j'ai h diro, et sans aucun doute le ddbat 
qui s'enauivra, nous discutorons bien sur do la situation cntre 
les pays arabes et Israel. Ilais jo veux d5s maintonant rappoler 
h la Chanbre quo lea interots politiques, dconondques et stratd- 
giques de trop de pays sont impliquds au Iloyen-Oricnt pour qu'il 
no soit pas difficile de confiner une guerre qui aurait delate? 
dans cotte rdgion aux pays icunddiatonent intdressds. 

Si nous devons saisir la perspective juste de la crise arabo 
israelionne, nous devons la considdror dans tin contoxte plus largo. 

II est un fait que lo plus gros risque de guerre que nous 
affrontons aujourd'iiui no ddcoule pas tollonent d'une inimitid 
croissonte cntre Israel ot les Etats arabes; pas tellcmcnt d'un 
dchoc des Nations unics ayant rctird prdcipitament la force d'ur- 
gcnce dcs Nations unics, mais bicn du fait quo dopuis pas ;ual dc tjmps 
d'dnornes qucntitds dc canons, de blindds et d'avions ont dtd 
ddversds dans cette fdgion non pas dcstinds aux conflito locaux 
do cette rdgion, riais pour changer I'dquilibre do puissance du 
nondo. 

Cost pourquoi co doit ctre la base do ce quo j'ci a dire, car 
bion que nous parlions uaintonant surtout de 1?. qucrellc arabo- 
israelienne ot dcs noyons d'onpccher do a'intensifier, ot cc serait 
bion audacieux de dire quo rfiglcr les probliinea immddiats d'aujourd* 
hui dliminerait loa risques de guorro dans cette region. 

Apris avoir dit celd, ot malgr^ la rapiditi^ soudaine de I'dcla- 
tomont de la crisG,il ne iaut pas oublior la querclle intraitablo 
qui existe de longue date entre les pays Arabes et Israel. 

Lea Nations unios ont essnyd il y a vin^,t nns de ro^oudre ce 
probl6me. rialgr^ de nombreui efforts, on n'a pas pu arriver & un 
accord peraanent: roais e'eat li - ot peut-etre plus que partout 
ailleurs dona lo monde - quo les Nations unies ont pu joucr un role 
vital et constructif on empdehant Ils feux de a'enflaamer. 

Dopuis 1957 jusqu'a il y a un an environ, il y a eu do graves 
flambdos. Dans Ic sud entre I'Egypte ot Israel, la force d'urgcnce 
dos Nations unies a fait office d'anortieaeur cntre les doiix parties 
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do sorte qu'il n*y out pour rausi diro pas d'incidents. L'ONU 
avait aussi un ddtachomont k Sharm Esh Sheikh i I'oxtr^mitcJ ^ 
de la pcfninsulc du Sinai: e'est sur la base de 1*accord selon 
loquel CO dc?tachoment rostcrait Ih, et sur la base de ddclarations 
fermos quo Ic passa&c rosterait libre k la navi^jation dans le 
(xolfc d'Akaba quo Ics Israeli^J^- retirirent finalecient leurs 
troupes du Sinai au ddbut 1957. 

Sur les lignes d'armistice aillours, il y a eu davanta^e 
d'accidents, mais le chef d'Ltat-major do I'ONU, avoc I'organisa- 
tion du contrdlc dc la trSve do I'ONU ct son corps d'observateurs, 
a ocuvr^ pour empocher la tension de menter. 

Au cours do I'nji dernier, copendant, unc nouvelle forme 
dangercuso d'incidents s'est fait jour: dos groupes de terroristes 
se sont infiltr^5s on Israel ot ont placd dos explosifs sur des 
routes, des ponts, des lignos de cheniin-dc-for. Les pertes et 
domrages n'ont pas 6t6 importants, mais ils ont oblige le 
gouvememont d*Israel i prendre dos racsurcs de rdtorsion centre 
le torritoiro des pays voisins d'od ils dtaient venus. 

Nous avons toujoiirs expose clair^ment notre opinion selon 

A 

laquclle les gouvernements intv5rcss<5s ont Ic devoir d'ompecher 
quo des attaques viennent de leur propro pays centre lours 
voisins: qu'il ost inexcusable de ddgager sa rc3ponsabilit<5 
de CCS attaquGS ot encore plus inexcusable de louer publiquement 
ceux qui les ont porpdtrdes, commo I'ont fait les Syrions. llais 
nous avons do rndme expose? clairement nos vucs k Israel quo la 
retorsion n'ost pas la bonne refponao ot qu'ellc est dangereuse car 
porsonne no sait ok olio sc termine. 

I'Talheuruusomont, au Conscil dc Sdcuritd, la plus haut organo 
des Nations unios chargd du maintion dc la paix, il y a izno 
situation ddeevanto. 

Nous memos ct d'autres avons ossayd d'dviter dc prendre 
parti, dc jugcr les cas scion lours mdrites a la lumidre des 
preuves apportdes par 1'prganisation du controle do la trdve de 
I'ONU, ot dc fairc appel k toutes Icspartios pour coopefrer k la 
preservation do la paix. 

L'attitude sovidtique a dt<? differentc. Il y a vingt ons, lea 
sovidtiques ont appuyd la resolution do I'Asseablde gdndralo 
qui mona k la erdation d'Israel. En 1955f ila ont changd 
brusquement lour politiquo- ct on ne pout s'empechor do diro 
quo CO lo xut cyniquement - ot ont depuis pris parti dans leurs 
actes et lour manidre d'agir. Lorsque lo gouvernoment ddlaraol 
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St fcutif, iG Conseil dc Sucuritd lo critique 


justice,ct 


Wn pcut a/ioptcr uno resolution conpren^-nt cetto critique. Qu.?.nd 
un gouvcrncmcnt arabc st fnutif, Ic vcJto sovic^tiquo cst utilise 
contre touto rx5solution critiqur-nt co Gouverneinont • 

Par oxG-nplo, cn automno dernior lorsquo Ic gouvornument 
d'lsrael saisit lo Conseil do sdeuritd d*uno plainte concernant 
tm raid terroristo dans lo nord d*Isracl, aucune action no 
s'ensuivit. Pou apros le souvorncraont d'lsraol organisa uno 
attaquG contre le village dc Samu cn Jordanio. Nous avons 
publiquomcnt critiqud son ac*'ion qui dtait alors injustifidc ot 
inolficace. Le Conseil dc* sdcurite ado-.ta uno rdsolution le 
condamnant. II n*y a 'vidormicnt pas d*dquit<J dons cettj situation, 
dans cottG approchc double, 

Cette forme d'incidents et dc rdtorsion a continud cotte 
annde, Le Sccrdt.oirc-gdndral d^s Nations unios a ossayd dc calmer 
cotte situation cn utilisant la Commission mixto d'araisticc 


israclo-syrionnc qui avait dtd jusqu’alors boycottd par Israel. 

Nous avons plcincmcnt appuyd son initiative. La Commission s'est 
rdiinic b, plusiours reprises, mais ma.lgrd les efforts dc cotte 
Comraission, les attaques torroristos contre Israel se sont renou- 
vcldoa. 

Apris un incident dans la zone ddmilitarisde au sud du lac 
de Tibdriado au ddbut du mois d'avril, Israel attaqua les positions 
ddfonsives syrionne par avion. En termos purement militairos, cette 
attaque fut couronndc dc succSs. I^ais lo danger d*escalade dtait 
manifesto, 

En dehors do la propaganda habituollo, on doit rcconnaitro 
qu'au cours dc cotte pdriodo, malgfd 1*attaque d'autres pays 


arbes, la RAU a fait montre d'unc moddration notable. 

Vers lo milieu dc mai, les loaders isracliens ont dit b. 
propos des dorniercs incursions on provenance dc la Syrie> qu'ils 
no pouvaient continuer b. les toldrer. 


commcnca 


un 


dchelle dlait avoir lieu centre la Syrie-. 


Cost alors, le H ou le 15 mai, quo le gouvcrncmcnt de la 
Rdpublique Arabo Unio a conkiencd a prendre des mesuras de 
prdcaution militaire ostantatoires. Le 16 mai, il prit la grave 
ddcision dc domonder le retrait do la force d'urgence des 


Nations unios. 
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J*ai ddj?t parld du role de cottc force. Je ^aia me rapporter 
h olio orcore ur instcuit, Elio fut misc aur pied en 1956 pour controlor 
lo rotrait dos forces ari£lo-frarQaisos ot israulionres du territoir|^ 
egyption. Elio oat rcctoo depuis aur la frontiSre du Sinai pour 
fp-iro usage do tampon ontro Israel ot la Rdpublique Arabe Unie. 

II y pxira sans aucun doutc dcs arguments Idgaux sans fin sur 
la position juridique* do 1'action du Frdsident Nasser. P!ais d mon 
avis Ih n* 03 t pas la question. On pout syrnpathisor avoc Ic Secretaire 
oenirr,! confronts avee cottc demando, mais il n*oat pas juste quo 
loraquc I'on sait qu*un incondio va s'alliunor d*ordonner i la brigade 
dos pompiers do 3*cn allor. 

II no s*agit pas seulcmont do cola mais encore de toutes Ics 
implications. Memo si la force d*urgencc n*ost pas la raison unique 
du calmc relatif qui a dtd maintonu au cours dos dix dorniSres 
anndes, olio a cependojot joue un tris grand r5lc ct a demontrd 
CO quo pout fairc 1*0NU pour Ic* mainticn de la paix. Mais rstirer 
cotte force do cotte monidre devait jetor uxi doutc sur la vc5racit<5 
do cos efforts aillours ct risque done d*intensifier d*autres 
problomes ct tensions aillcurs dms lo raondc. 

La decision fut neanmoins priso, ot le Sccretaire-Gdndral 
d<5cida, .ans consultor 3 ps organes appropriefs do I'OKU, qu*il devait 
accepter lo retrait do cotte force. Cette action a clairemont altcTre 
ct transforiHif toute Ip. situation maniorc inportante et matdriclle. 

Ayant obtonu co rdsultat, avee uno facility inattendue, Ic 
President Nasser a annoned le 23 mn.i qu*i la suite du retrait du 
ddtachcaont dc la force d'Urgenco dc l*0I’nj do Sharm Esh Shickh, son 
gouverneraent avait 1*intention dc fermor In ddtroit do Tiran aux 
nn.viros ct au tr'nsport de m.p-rch.andiscG stratdgiquos vers Israel. 

II y a la deux aspects graves. Lo gouvernen^ent d'Israel a 
ddclard on 1957 cu'il considerorait tcute intervention dans sa 
navi ation conino un q.cte d'agression lui dennont lo droit cle pendre 
flcs mosures dofonsivos a.ux tennoa do I'orticlc 51 do la Chartc. II 
y avait lA un risque grave do conflit militaire ddcoulant dc cette 

situation, 

Cc n'est pas Ih - question plus large.- un probldmo regardant 
uniquement Israel ct la RAU. Cost aussi un probldme ragardant 
toutes los nations intdrersdes ^ans lo mouv. lent sans ontravc de 
la navigation dpois toutes los parties du mondo, Notre ddldgud 
I'Asscmbldc gdncrp.lc czi 1957 a ddclp.rd que 

"Le ddtroit de Tiran doit ctre consider^ commo une voie 

raaritimo intcinationalo, par Icqucl los navires dc toutes Ics 
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nations ont droit do passago, 

Lc gouvcmomont britanniquc fora rcspector co droit au nom 
do la navigation britanniquc, ut cst prCt d sc joindrc A d’autros 
pour assuror uno reconnaissance do co droit", 

DVautros dolJii^uds ont fait dos ddclarationa similaircs sinon 
plus v5nor£-iquoa. Incidcmrocnt, cortaincs do Cus doclwarations 
sont fort intdressantos h lire maintenant - ot les T‘!^rabres do 
la Chambro puuvont avoir lc ddsir do les lire, dllcs sont 
contenuos dans les rap .orts officiols do l*A3senibldG gindralo 
(Xlcmc session, reunions plenirree do 1956-57, volume 2). 


Comme vous le savoz, le Promier Hinistre a rdaffirnn5 la 
position du ^ouvorneuiont britannique d co aujet on termca 
similaires la senalnc dorniorc. 


Co n*ost pas Id un probl'>mc uniquv.mc.nt Idgal. II comporte 
de grosses consdqucnccs tant politiques qu*Jeonomiques. Sos 
ruporcussions ourraient affcctcr los droits do navigation dans 
do no-abrousos parties du monde, y compris, cola doit otre notd, 
cortn-incs voics niaritimcs do sortie do I'Union Sovidtique. 

II faut noter cn passont quo cetto decision a dfd nnnonedo 
alors quo lc Sccrdtairo-Gdndral dcs Nations unios dtait sur 1^ 
chemin du Cairo pour discuter avoc lc gouvornc*aent do la RAU des 
moyens do riglcr la situation grave qui regno, 

Comme lc sait Iva Chambre, jo mo suis rendu i Moscou b, co 
momont-li, et au cr-urs de mes conversations avec les leaders 
sovi'tiqucs, j'ai 6t6 convaincu que le gouvornemont. sovidtique - 
malgrd lour d^'claration publiquo ct son parti-pris - dtait on 
fait tr&s inquiet de la situation au Lloyen-Orient ct d^siroux 
de I'enpccher do s'dtondre, 

Jc leur ai fait reraarquer l*iuportancc quo nous attachons 
aux nesurcs imia^diatcs pour quo tous, dans cette region, fasaent 
preuve de moderation, ct 3, la n(Jces3it^ d'utiliser lo tomps ainsi 
obtenu pour trouver dca solutions acceptablos aux problSmcs 
ct663 - et en particuMcr cclui do la navigation dans lo Golfe 
d 'Alcr.ba. 

J*ai ausai saisi I'occaaion de faire unc conference publiquo 
5, Moscou - l*unc do si pou nombreusos occasions offertos d un 
roprdsentant d*uno puissance occivontale- pour exposer lo mCme 
point au public. Voici cc que j'ai dit:"Votre pays est unc tris 
grande puissance. Cost un fait, Cela vous impose de grandes 
roeponsabilitds, ot cn particulicr celle d'utilisor cotte 
puissance pour le inaintien dc la paix dans le monde. Cette 
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rcsponaabilitd cxi^e la fois do la uoddration ct de 
1'imagination crdatricc. Jc vou3 dcmojide do considdrer la 
situation au Hoyrjn-Oricut on ponsant h cctte rosponsabilitd" • 

IDn tojit quo mornbrc dcs Rations unios, nous, dans ce 
pays, avcc d'autros mcmbros poirmanonts du Conseil do Sdcuritd, 
y corapris coiiiijic jo I'ai dit I'Union Sovidtiquc, avons 
accucilli favnrablomont 1* adinission d* Israel. Nous dcvons 
continuer do chcrcher a trouvor un noycn p)our qu*Israel 
puissc vivre sans crainte do sos voisins ot quo ses voisins 
vivont sans crainte d'lsraol. Cost lA la. rosponsabilitd do 
la Rucsio tout autPiit quo colic dos autros pays du mondo. 

Au uomc moment, lo couvornement frangais a propose 
quo dos convursa-tions aiont lieu entro los U.C.A., I'U.R.S.S., 
la Franco ot la Grandc-Brotogne pour rochorchor unc solution 
^ Co probliine. Do notre cotd, nous avons acceptd cctte pro¬ 
position et on avons infornd los trois autros gouvomonents. 
J'ai cependant 1^ regret do dire a la Cha-nbre quo le gouv^r- 
nemont sovidtiquc a refusd do prendre part d ccs discussions. 

II y a cu des discussions sur la ddcltiration tripartite 
dc 1950. J'ad expliqud 1*attitude du gouvern mont britanniquo 
K I'dgord do cotto declaration on rdponsc i uno question 
pt-irlemcntairo lo 19 ddceiabre dernier, et la situation cst La 
memo dopuis. Cette ddclara-tion dtaJ.t cullc dc trois gouvorne- 
monts sur lours intentions ce-ncernant la feurniture d'arnos 
A cotto rdgion. Elio montrait lour opposition b. 1'usage dc 
la force da-ns cctte rdgion et lour intention dc prendre 
toutc action ddsirablo s'il dtait fait usage dela force ou 
s'il y avait nona^co d'utiliser la force. 

La situation a cnticromont chongd depuis cettc date. 

Nous no tenons pas i jouer un role- spdeial dans la qucrelle 
arabo-israolienne. En Jant que nombre permanent du Conseil 
do Sdcuritd, lo go^ivcrnemont britajiniquo a lo devoir de 
soutonir les efforts pour inaintonir la pa-ix pa,rtout: nous 
avons un interet profend ?. co que la paix ct la stabilitd 
rdgnont au Moycn-Orient, et nous avons bicn entondu dcs 
intdrots na.tionaux trea inportants dans cctte rdgion, Mais 
nous considdrans que los Rations Unics sont los principales 
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rosponaablcs du naintien do la paix. Par cos iaota, je . 
paraphrase cc QU*a.vait dit lu Pruinior I-'Iinistro d*alors, 

M. Harold Ma-cmillan, on 1963f ct qu*a rcaffirind non 
honorablo arid I'actuol Premier Mnistre. 

Voili comment sc sent d(Jroul^5s les dorniers ovonc- 
mc-nts, ot Iv'-s quolques considerations qui ont fait quo 
nous dovions decider du cours do nos -pro-proa a-ctions. Plais 
nos auctions no doivent pas souli raont s'harmoniscr avee los 
dvincments dc cette criso o-u fur et d mesure quo celle- 
ci sc dcJvcloppo, mais ils doivent entrer dans Ic contexto 
dla,rgi do notro politique au IToycn-Oricnt dans son 
ensemble. 

Nos intv'rets au Moycn-Orient, ot on particulier I'invcs- 
tissoraent comriercia.l, dependent coimao nilleurs du maintien 
des conditions permottant au dc;Vcloppement dola region do 
progrosser dans I'ordro et la paix. Nous pouvons, dans 
certainos regions du Moycn-Oriont, contribuc-r directcuient 
au maintien do ces conditions. Lo Golfo Porsiquo cst un 
oxemplc Evident do notre contribution qui y a <jt6 crucialo 
et tres satisfaisantc. L*Arabic du Sud prosento d*autre 
part un oxcmple plus conpliqud et difficile, mais Ih aussi 
nous luttons pour trouvor une base A cos conditions ot je 
nc ddsosperc pas d'arrivor h un succ5s. Mais nous discutorons 
do ce sujot s<5paremont en uno autre occasion. 

Peux traits de la situation au Moycn-Orient menacent 
CO ddveloppemcnt pacifiquo ot ordonnd. Co sent I'hostilitd 
des Arabes 1 cncontre d*Israel ct la profondo division 
du mondo Arabo. Ainsi quo je I'r.i d^jJi dit, il y a aussi 
1*intervention extericuro. Nous ddplorons cos deux 
conflits et no ddsirons acunenent prendre parti pour 
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pour l*un ou 1*autre. Hats, dtant doniuf qu*ils doninert ainsi la 
scSne moyen-oriortalc, conune Ics rcfcents ^vdnements l*ont ddmortr^, 
jo voudrais exposer clairoracrt notre attitude a leur d^ard. 

Jo ne vGux pas m'ouliscr dans los arguties concernant le pour 
Gt 1g contro do la Tin du mandat die la Palestine et la crilation de 
l*Etat d*Israel. Ce no fut certaine'uont pas unc licureuse experience 

pour CG pays. 

Mais cela out lieu il y a longtcnps. II est t, regretter qu'il 
n*ait pas 6t6 possible de guefrir Ico blessures do cette epoque ot 
d*arriver a un accord de paix dofinitif. Nous coniprenons les sentiments 
des Arabos A cc sujet, et en tant quo pays contrihuant a 1*UNR*.7A, 
nous connaissona avoc prdcision los probl^mos dcs r^fugids palesti- 
nions. Nous voudrions que ce problerae soit rdgld dans son ensemble 
avoc justice. 

9 

Mais l*Etat d^Isracl est membre dcs Nations unios depuis pres 
de vingt ans, il a dtd rcconnu par la plupart dcs gouvernements, ct 
1'Union SoviJtiquo a dtd parni los premiors d le fairc. Deux mil*'ions 
ot demi do personnos vivent on Israel. On on pout maintenant ignorer 
CO fait et le reconnaitre ne pout etre attaqud comme dtant une "prise 
de position dans la quorcllc Arabe/lsraelienne". Nous commerjons avec 
Israel tout comme nous conmerqons avec sos voisins orabes. Nous avons 
des relations omicales atrec 1g gouvernement d'Israel, tout comme 
nous avons ou ddsirons avoir dcs relations aiiicales avGC ses voisins 
arabes. 

De mcme, nous no chcrclions pas a ce que I'un d'entre eux soit 

impliqud ou oncourageat la querelle qui divise Ics pays arabes en 
deux camps hostilcs. Dans nos relations avoc los pays arabes, nous 
ddsirons ddvcloppor nos rapports avoc los Etats arabes quelle que 
soit leur coulcur politique, rappoler et continuer notre participation 
non sGulemcnt dans I'obtcntion de lour libertd mais aussi dans Icurs 
rdussites du nationalismo Arabe. 

Jc reconnais dans le nationalismo arabe I'unc dcs principales 
forces dc changoment dans le IToyon-Oricnt d'aujourd'hui. J'ai luttd 
par exemplo pour m'en faire un allid on Arabic du Sud ct malgrd 
quclqucs pas en arridre je continuera d lutter pour cela. Mais 
jo reconnais aussi qu'aucun parti, aucun pays, aucun groupe de 
pays nc peut se targuor d'avoir le monopolc du nationalismo arabe. 

Cost autant la force motrico de ceux qui rocherchont un changnient 
pacifique que do ceux qui cherchont d attendre leurs but par des 
ndthodcs violentos. 


d 


nous dcvons pas tombor dans 1g piige consistant i ccnsidcfrer 

ou ?t pormettro aux autres de considdrer notrc politique au Hoycn- 

Oriont cor-inc dtnnt une lutte ft raort cntre nous-mCmes ot lo Prdaident 

Nasser. J*ai appris ft connaitro Ic President Nasser au cours de 

longues anndos ot j*ai une haute amitid pour lui. Ilais je ne suis 

pas avcuglc que-nt ft scs orreurs. Jo suis certain qu*il a suivi 

depuis longtomps une nauvaisc route on Arabic du Sud et jo suis 

certain qu'au cours dos doiAX dcmicres semaines, il a imprudonment 

adoptd uno politique au Hoycn Orient qui pourrait mottre en danger 

non sGulc2icnt lui-memG mais aussi la paix du nondo entier. 

Nous ne poxtons pas pour '*rcnv-jr3or Nasser*', ainsi que les membros 

de I'opposition I'ont follenent‘fait iinc fois. Ilais nous ne sonunes 

pas prets ft accepter qu*il ait Ic droit do renverser uno autre 

nation moyon-orientalQ au risque de nous plonger tous dnns la guerre 

♦ 

Sur cet arridre-plan, notrc but, dans la crise actuelle, doit 
etre d'enpochor la confrontation d*delator cn conflagration et do 
rechorchcr avec d* autres un rSglciac-nt ndgocid par dcs moyens pacifi- 
ques. 

II existe do nombreuses solutions pormcttajit quo le Golfe 
d'Akaba soit tenu ouvert, stir dcster:ies pouvant dtre acccptds tant 
par Isro.el que par 1 * Egypt c. 

Toute solution doit .ussi, sans aucune doutc, aatisfaire 
notrc propre intdret et colui dcs autres nations aariticies intdres- 
sdes Pear la libertd de navigation dons le Golgc^. 

Jg n*ai aucune illusion sur Ics difficultds soit pour mainti^nir 
la paix soit pour arrivor ft un accord juste ct dquitable. Nous ne 
dcvons pas non plus nous contenter do porter nos efforts sur un seul 
forum. Nous dcvons poursuivre notre objoctif par tous les moyens 
diplomatiques possibles. 

II cst dvident que lo ncilleur moyen de mettre au point un 
riglcmont cst celui dcs Nations unies. 

LTalgrd touajlcs retours en arriftres dos Nations unios, La 
Charte dea Nations unies expose Ics principes de base qui devraient 
gou^erner Ics politiques ot los actions dcs nations, "n outre, 
le but principal de la Charte cst do garantir I'intdgritd de tous 
les nenibroa dcs Nations unies, potits et grands, et, juste en ce 
moment, un petit pays, I'Etat d'Israel, est menacd. 

Nous sor-imcs fiers d'etre un membro f^^ndateur des Nations unies 
et d'etre I'un des membrea pormanonts du Consoil de Sdcuritd. 

Nous soiTink ;3 persuadds que la force et le ddvcloppement de cette 
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grande organisationsont easentiels i la paix mondialo. 

Au Moyen-Oriont, rdgion troublde acwuollement, los horames 
do la Force d'urgencc dos nations ionics ont rdcllonent contribud 
h la preservation de la pedx pcnJcjit prds d'uno djeade. Je ne 
m*excuse paa do m'y rdfdrcr car je pense que ccla vaut la pcin^- de 
s*y arret or. Lour rotrait soudain symbolise la crisc qui viant 
de s'ouvrir dovant nous. 

II y avait Ih Line force Eiilitairc Yougoslavo, Indionne, 
Canadiennojscandinavo, dont les hommos ont oouvrd ensemble, en 
dquipc, ot furont probabloraont la moilleure force do maintien de 
la paix do 1*0I'TU qui ait jamais existd. Sa diaparition eat un coup 
dur pour Ics Nations unirs ot pour I'ordro international. 

Jo dois dc nouveau niettrc 1'accent, devant la Cliambre, sur 
Ic fait quo Ic rotrait de cotte force i cc moment, alors qu*on 
en avait le plus i;rand besoin, ost V\xn des '.spects los plus graves 
de tout lo probldmc. Lea Nations unics pouvaient joucr Ic plus grand 

role pour le maintien dc la paix. Jusqu*?. cu que les membres de 

% ^ 

l*or?U puissent so mettre d* accord sur le moyen de le fairc - et lb. 
le Conseil dc Sdcuritd a un r81e vital h jouer - la loi de I'ordrc 
dans lo nonde sera, on grave danger. 

Nous avons aocucilli avee satisfaction I'intiative dc U Thant 
d'allcr au Caire, ot son napport attire 1*attention aur tous les 
dangers que comporte la situation a.ctuclle, y compris la situation 
explosive dans Ic golfe. II fait divorscs propositions pour y 
renddier.Cc dont on a bosoin maintenant o'ost uno pdriode do calnc 
pour pouvoir considdrer scs prepositions dans Icur ensemble ot 
pormettre A L*ONU d*oxercor son role uniqtio do conciliatour. De par 
son role moddrateur, olle doit donander la ccnciliation aux deux 
parties - les egyptiens et les Israelicns. C'est pour arriver h 
cette pdriode da calme quo mon honorable ami Lord Caradon ot d'autres 
oeuvront actuellement pour obtenir I'api-ui pour une rdsolution 
du Conseil do Sdcuritd qui demonderait on fait la nioddration et 
lo conciliation. 

Lo Secrdtairc-Gdndral se rdfdrait dans son rap;ort ^ la 
ndcessitd pour tous lea intdressds do **inontrer une moddration spd- 
ciale, de s'abstonir dc toute bolligdrencc ot d'eviter tout acto 
pouvont accroitro la rension".Nous considdrons cemmo acto de 
belligdronce tout acto unilatdral formant le Golfe d'Akaba ou tout 
acto d'agression commis par l*;ano des parties sur la frontiSre 
I sr ae 1 o-arabo. 



La tflche principalo des Nations unies ost, on fait, do inettre 


tout on oeuvTG pour r^duire la tension dca deux c8t<5s et, si possible 
d'arrivor t. co que los forces cn presence soiont rdduites sur les 
frontiircs israclo-arabcs. 

Dhs quo cc processus do concilation ot do reduction des forces 
coui'.icnccra, il faudra nicossairorient une nouvelle forno do presence 
des Nations unies qui aidcrait les doux parties h se tonir loin 


des Nations unies qui aidcrait les doux parties h se tonir loin 
l*uno do 1*autre ainsi quo l*a feat la forco d^ur^once do 1*01IU 


au cours des lix derniorcs anneSos. 


Unc presence dos Nations unios pourrait prendre des formes 
varides. !i)lle pourrait provonir do 1*organisation du controls de 
la trdve dos Nations unies qui oou<a un role important sur le 
frontiiro egypto-isnaolienno avnnt son remplaccraont par la force 


d'urgencc. 211o pourrait aussi etre un orgoni 


ntiSroDont nouvoPvU, 


Quelles quo soiont los forncs que cette prJsonco pronflrait, jo 
croia que lo Sccrdtairo-G^ncJral devrait en tous cas envoyor son 
reprdsontant personnel dans cetto region poiir ap^ortor son aide 
\ la conciliation. J'espirc quo U Thant pourra treuver quolcu'un 
ayrjit une importanco politique et bcaucoup d'experience pour menor 
h bien cetto tacho si difficile. 

Jo suis certain que les rosponsabilitds do tout nouvel 


erganisne devraitnt couvrir les d 


c8t>^s de la. frontiSre a.fin 


do gardcr son inddpcndvanco des pays concornds. Les Israilions 
ont, i tort a mon avis, r^poussd cetto idde par le passd. Nous 


avons Gxpcsd claircnent notre opinion aux isracliens au cours dos 
tous domiers jours. 

Yollh los directions quo devraient suivro les Nations miics. 

La politique britannique, a-insi quo jo l*ai dit, ost d'oouvrer 
aux Nations unios pa-r I'intcrnddiairc des Nations unies. tiais 
au bout du compte, I'ONU n'ost quo la somme do scs mombres. fit elle 
est actuollonent limitJo. 

Parlant pour nous, no no pouvions otre satisfa.ita d'une 
situation dans la.quel]e vmo majoritJ nunJrique est satisfaite b. 

Now York d*un riglcracnt inJquita.blo assurant simploment qu'une 
guerre axabo-israolionnc ost inJvitablo, tot ou tard. Nous a.vons 
aussi Jtd cn contact direct ct aussi par I'intormJdiairc de nos 
ajnbassadours a,vcc d'autres geuvernoraents dans Icurs capitalea. 


■ur d*a.ssumor 
L la .'Tuorro 


/centre 



lo centre do In, crisc nctuello somblo Stro nettemont 1g Golfe 
Lc problimo iKimJdir-t, ot crucicil, cst In libortd do In navi:;cition 


dans ce ^^olfo. Fous 


laos done on contact itroit avoc d’autros 


nations aaritimos qui pardiagont avoc nous un intJrSt vital dans la 
liberto dcs mors. 


Nous avons oxpliqud notro position cos £;ouvornuiiients, Ainsi 
quo l*a ddclard le Premier T1i;iistro a Hargate lo 24 ma.i, de memo 
; qu*en 1957, lc ddtroit do Tiran dbit etre considdrd cororac une voie 
maritine intornationale ou tous Ics navircs do toutes nations ont 
droit do passage. Corjne le Premier Hinistrc l*a encoro dit, “le 
gouvernenont britannique fera reapoctor ses droits au nom dc tous 
los naviros britanniquos et est pret se joindre d*autrea pour 
assuror unu reconnaissance j^dneralc do co droit *. 

Nos derniors dchnng^s diploinatiqucs ont nentrd quo bcaucoup do 
pays, conmo on 1957, partagont nos viios sur co droit de passage. 

Nous sommos on train de discutor avoc eux co quo nous pouvons fairc 
cnsomblo pour faire rosycctcr droit et assurer sa roconnaissanco 
g^ndralo. 

Lord Cw'-radon a ddja expead publiquci..ent notre position au 
Conscil dc S^curitd dcs Nations unies. Hais nous nc pouvons pas otre 
surs que le Consoil pourra acceptor une declaration notte et claire 
de la position cemme nous raSruos ot d'autres la voyons. Nous avons 
done ddcidd do consultor d’autres nations ayant Ics menos iddes sur 
une declaration clairc par la corji.aunautc5 maritime intornationalc a 
savoir que lc Gclfc d'Alcaba cst unc voio maritine internationale par 
laquellc los naviros do toutos Ics nations ont droit do passage. Unc 
telle ddclaration sur ou en dehors du i'orun.dos Nations unics, bien 
quo colui ucs Nations unies soit pr ;fdrablo , aur^it, a mon avis, un 
role important i jeuer pour naintonir ct prolongcr la mdddration 
pormettant la pa.ix do continuer dans cette rdgion. Ainsi nous aurions 
davantage do temps pour ossaycr do trouvor dcs solutions di long tormo 
do I'utilis.ation du Golfe - y cempris pout-etre une convention 
spdeiale pour son statut, comme pour cortainos autres voies maritimes 
intrnati onales. 

Nous devons bi^n entendu affronter le fait qu*une action aux 
Nations unies, ou des declarations par dcs nations t;n dehors do 
1*0TO pourraient nc pas siiffire ?- assiirer lc passage Idgitime auquol 
nous ncmes ct toutes Ics nations marititios attachont tant d'import-.ncc. 
II va sans dire que nous I'ospdrons: il va sans dire aussi que 
ncuo forons tout co qui cst possible par voie diplomatique. Mais 


mrjiquorions nocro devoir si nous nc consultions pas los autres 
intf^rossds proyos de la situation cui dJcoulcraicnt si ces 
initiatives exposfjs plus haut dchouaiont. 

Au cours '•■’.e la scnr.ine derni&re, pendant I'intercession dc 
la ;lxaabre, lo !Toy. n-'riont s*ost trouve h doux doi^ts de la 
£cucrre. 

Seulonient coux d'entre nous qui avons v5t^ impliqu^s dans 
los dv^nenonts du derrier wcok-ond savent conbion nous avons dtd 
prSs de voir dcs actes de guerre dont Ics v.a/.;uos de destruction 
auredont pu nous faire soiubror tous. Grace aux efforts de plusieurs 
pays, y coinpris, je suis fier de Ic dire, le notre, cettc horreur 
a 6±6 dvitde. 

Mais bien qu'aucun pa^'s du Moycn-Orient n*ait encore ddpassd 
le SGuil do la guerre, lo gouffre cst toujours prdsent. Nous 
nanquons ddsespdrdnent do temps. A moins quo la conmunautd Inter¬ 
nationale ne prennont touic-s ses reaponsabilitds ct ot fasse 
respecter ses droits pour assurer rapidement un r^gleaent juste 
ct dquitablo, une criso ..ncoro plus grave ot plus danjereuse 
va nous affronter. 

Pour I'dvitcr, j*engage tous Ics efforts inlassablcs de la 
diplomatic dc notre pays. 
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Addresaod to Po3?eign Office telegram No. 113 of 31 May 
Repeated for information Saving to; U.K. Mission New York, 
Washington, Paris, Moscow, Damascus, Amman, Baghdad, Jedda, 
Cairo, Tripoli, Benghazi, Algiers, Rabat ^Khartoum, Kuwait, 
Tel Aviv, Jerusalem 




Arab-Iarael. 

In a debate In National Assembly on 29 May tbs Foreign Minister 
re-afflrmed Tunisian support for tbe Arab position vls-li-vls Israel. 
His speech Included sharp references to U.A.R. policy to date not¬ 
ably previous Egyptian Inaction In face of Israeli attacks on Jordan 
and Syria, the Yemen war. Hassouna's abortive visit to Bonn and 
Egyptian suspension of repayments to I.M.F. N. Bourglba Junior 
made It clear that Tvuilala did not feel obliged to give "her uncon¬ 
ditional support to any Arab State In the Middle East". It was 
^for this reason that her declaration of solidarity had been 
addressed to the Arab League. He confirmed however that Tunisia 
would now be ready to take part In any consultations required by 
the crisis. Minister of Defence confirmed Tunisia would stand 
with her fellow Arabs In event of a clash with Israel. 

2. Assembly passed a motion endorsing President Bourglba*s 
Arab policy and the execution of all positive decisions ensuing 
therefor. 


Foreign Offioe please pass Saving U.K. Mission New York 1, 
Washington 1, Paris 2, Moscow 1. Damascus 1, Amman 1. Baghdad 
Jedda 1, Beirut 1, Cairo 3, Tripoli 1, Bengasi 1, Algiers 1, 
Rabat 1. Khartoum 1, Kuwait 1, Tel Aviv 1 and Jerusalem 1. 


1 , 


Mr. Hooper 


Sent 1448Z 31 May 
Reed. 1621Z 31 May 


[Repeated as requested] 
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Telno. 11^ 31 May 1967 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 111. of 31 May 
Repeated for information Saving to UKMIS New York, Washington, 
Paris, Moscow, Damascus, Amman, Baghdad, Jedda, Beirut, Cairo, 
Tripoli, Benghazi, Algiers, Rabat, Khartoum, Kuwait, Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem. 

My telegram No. 105.^^^' 

In a conversation with a member of n^y staff on 30 May, the 
Assistant Political Director at the Foreign Ministry, Fezzani, 
broadly confirmed analysis of the Tunisian position in my teleyram 
under reference. 



2. Fezzani's interpretation of the crisis was that Nasser had 
swiftly seized an opportunity to play his master card of Palestine, 
obliging the other Arabs to rally round under his aegis once more. 
In a short space of time he had made up the ground he had lost in 
recent years, 

3. The Tunisians thought, however, that Nasser had not expected 
U Thant to accede so precipitately to his request for withdrawal 
of the United Nations troops. He had probably expected that it 
would give rise to discussion and bargaining in the United Nations 
and elsewhere as a result of which he would eventually have been 
able to accede to urgent pleas to allow the Force to remain. He 
had also doubtless not expected U Thant to descend on Cairo so 
rapidly. Fezzani agreed that U Thant’s rapid withdrawal of the 
United Nations Force had been a mistake. 

4. Tunisia had thus been obliged to speak out: otherwise she 
would have been exposed to serious accusations of betraying the 
Arab cause. She was also ready ro send troops if it came to a 
shooting war. But the Tunisians were optimistic that the present 
crisis would blow over eventually. They had been encouraged by 
Press despatches from Israel, to think that the Israelis were 
remaining calm. Fezzani thought that both Nasser and the Israelis 
had more to lose than to gain by provoking hostilities. It was, 
however, Jordan which was most exposed at present. 

5. The Txinisian analysis thus seems confident and optimistic 
enough. But I think they may be under-estimating Israeli sensi¬ 
tivity to guerilla operations from both Syria and Gaza, and to 
blockade of the Tiran Strait. 
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DOLE EA :T : P.:]. 'JK.’Dl.iG UP DEBATE 


4l * C4>^rv^ 


fjl! j' i.:j;:ape EvnACTT rpon speech by ppi.ue :i!;:istep harold 


'■J1L5J;.’ ''i.;di.^& up in the debate j;: the iiiddle east crisis i;.’ 

THE HOUSE OF COnnonS o:: 'fEDJESDAY 31 IIAY. 


i;: the past, 'IArs have bee:; threatehed a;jd wars have bee.i fought 
betuee;: sovereig:.’ states uho, recognising one another's existence 

AND recognising ONE A:iD ANOTHER'S RIGHT TO EXIST, N’EVERTHELESS HAD 
DEEP DIFFERENCES OF NATIONAL INTEREST OR IMAGINED ..’ATIONAL INTEREST, 
CLAIMS ON TERRITORY, OR CLAIMS OF PERSECUTION OF ETHNIC MINORITIES, 
OR ''.fHATEirER IT MIGHT BE, AND THOSE FEELIN’GS HAl^ LED TO MAR. BUT THE 
CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS SITUATION IS THE DECLARED AIM OF ONE SIDE 
;:OT TO ''MN CONCESSIONS FROM THE OTHER. THEIR DEMAND IS THAT ISRAEL 
SHOULD CEASE TO EXIST - INDEED HAS NEVER EXISTED. 








THERE IS, I thin::, the CLEAR DESIRE AND DETERMINATION ON ALL SIDES 
TO URGE RESTRAINT AND TO PREVEIT THE FIRST FATAL STEP FROM BEING 
TA'^EN BY EITHER SIDE. 










J;!E I'lLL D3H3T THE Sl.lCETlTY WITH '''HICH THE UHITED STATES, '•!£ 


jur5EL'/Es a;:d f?a:ice h.A'^e urged the :iaxihu:i restraiht duriiig this 

PAST '.'EE.:, '■'HATEVER PROVSCATIOII IllGKT HAVE BEEH THOUGHT TO EXIST. 
£;iUALLY, I FULLY ACCEPT - INDEED HY RIGHT HOH. FRIEHD THE FOREIGI! 
»RETARY WAS GIVE.'! EVIDENCE OF THIS OH HIS VISIT TO tlOSCOW LAST 'JEE:! 
^’•;E SL.'CERITY OF THE SOVIET UL’IOII Ul DESIRIMG AHD URGIHG RESTRAINT 
AT THIS CRITICAL TIME. HERE AT LEAST WE HA'/E COMMON GROUND WHICH, 
DESPITE ALL DISAPPOINTMENTS - DISAPPOINTMENTS ABOUT THE FATE OF THE 
FRENCH PRESIDENT’S PROPOSAL FOR FOUR-POWER TALKS - COULD PROVIDE A 
BASIS FOR CO-OPERATIOM AND CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE FOUR GREAT 
POWERS TO HELP ALL CONCERNED TO WORK THEIR WAY TOWARDS A NEGOTIATED 
AND HONOURABLE SETTLEMENT. WE HAVE URGED - AND I WAS GLAD THAT THE 
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION SUPPORTED THIS TODAY -THAT THE UNITED 
NATIONS PRESENTS, OR MIGHT PRESENT, THE RIGHT FORUM FOR 'iUADRUPARTITE 
CO-OPERATION OF THIS KIND TO BEGIN_ 


f f 


'.'.'HILE ifE MUST HOPE AND FEEL THAT WE NOW HAVE A SHORT BREATHING 


SPACE - THAT VIEW HAS BEEN EXPRESSED ON BOTH SIDES TODAY - AN’D WHILE 
EVERY MI.JUTE OF T.HAT SHORT BREATHING SPACE MUST BE USED TO WORK FOR 


PEACE - Wn-IILE THAT MUST BE OUR HOPE -TIME 13 CERTAINLY NOT ON THE 
SIDE OF PEACE... 


"THE POUTION OF HER MAJESTY'S GO’JERNMENT ABOUT THE FREEDOM OF 
PAS'AGE (THROUGH THE STRAITS OF TIRANI , 1 MADE CLEAR ABOUT A ’/EEK 
AGO IN A SPEECH IN THE COUNTRY, AND THIS WAS REPEATED BY MR RIGHT HON 
FRIEJD THIS AFTERNOON. IT REPEATED THE STATEMENT THAT WAS MADE ON 
BEHALF OF BRITAIN IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEBATE TEN YEARS AGO. IT 
REiHINS OUR POSITION, AND THE GOVERNMENT TODAY HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED 
BY THE VERY WIDE SUPPORT GIVEN TO IT BY RIGHT HON. AND HON. MEMBERS 

IN ALL PARTS OF THE HOUSE. 

"IT IS THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS THAT, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, '■/£ 
SHALL SEEK TO SECURE ACCEPTANCE OF TK4 PRINCIPLE THAT WAS LAID DOWN. 
IT IS THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS THAT, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, LTE 
SHALL SEEK TO GET EFFECTIVE AGREEMENT ON THE PART OF ALL CONCERNED TO 
SEE THAT THAT PRINCIPLE CONTINUES TO HOLD GOJD AND THAT THE RIGHT OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY IS MAINTAINED... 






'■'./HILE, 30 FAT A3 THE 3ECUT1TY CQUHCIL 13 CJMCETMED, OUT PQ31TI0M 
HA3 BEEJ ;]ADE CLEAT IN i'lE'J YOT’C AllD ''/HILE '/E SHALL CODTlilUE TO PTE33 
IT THE?E, ABQ\^ ALL, 1 FEEL THAT OUT DECISIOH './AS RIGHT TO COHTULT 
'ITH OTHER LI :E-niI!DED ilATIOIIS - AilD HERE 1 AH THIHKIMG OF THE 
ITiriE L'ATIOHS - ABOUT THE ISTUIMG OF A CLEAT DECLATATIOII BY THE 



. .rETHATIOL'AL HATITIME COtlHUHlTY THAT THE GULF OF A^^ABA 13 AH IMTER- 
.lATlUHAL I'MTETUAY AHD THAT THE STRAITS OF TIRAH DO PROVIDE AH IHTER- 
HATIOriAL WATERWAY IHTO WHICH AHD THROUGH WHICH THE VESSELS OF ALL 
HAT 1 OHS HAVE A RIGHT OF PASSAGE. FOT THE SAHE REA30H AS HY TIGHT HON 
FRIEHD SAID, IF OUR OTHER DIPLOHATIC EFFORTS DID HOT PRODUCE THE 
DESIRED RESULTS AHD SUCH A DECLATATIOH OF ITSELF FAILED TO SECURE THE 
TIGHT OF IHHOCEHT PASSAGE TO WHICH L'E AHD OT.HET HARITIME HAT 1 OHS 
ATTACH SUCK IMPORTAHCE, WE SHOULD BE FAILIHG IH OUT DUTY IF WE WERE 
HOT HO'7 COHSULTIHG 'MTH THOSE COMCETHED ABOUT THE 31 THAT 1 OH WHICH 
WOULD THEM ARISE AHD WHAT ACTIOH WOULD THE;! RE APPROPRIATE TO EHSUTE 
THAT THE OBJECTH/E-WHICH '''E HAl^E IH HK.’D IS FULFILLED_ 


"THE H0J(.3E WILL HOT EXPECT HE TO SAY HORE ABOUT WHAT WE WILL DO, 
OR WHAT WE FEEL IT WILL BE RIGHT TO DO, IF, FIRST, ACTIOM THROUGH THE 
SECURITY COU.'.’CIL PROVES IHEFFECTIVE, OR THE .WERE I33U1HG OF A 
DECLATATIOH FAILS TO HAIHTAIH THE FTEEDOH OF PASSAGE THROUGH THESE 
STRAITS. ALL OF US HERE TEC0GH13E THAT TIHE 13 HOT OH OUR SIDE, AHD I 
THIHX IT 13 RECQGHISED THAT O.'.’E OF THE SIGHIFICAHT FACTS WHICH HAS 30 
FAR PTEVEHTED ACTIOH OF A HIHD 'fHICH COULD HAVE ESCALATED IH A WAY 
WHICH WE ALL X.HOW IT COULD, INDEED ONE OF THE SIGHIFICAHT FACTS WHICH 
1 BELIEVE LAST irES;:E;.’D PTEVE.JTED SUCH ACTIOH 3EIHG TAHEH, WITH ALL 
THE DRE-JJ) COHSEQUEH'CES 'JHICH WOULD HAl^ FOLLOWED, HAS 3EEH THE 
A33ETT10H OF THE OBVIOUS COHCETH OF OURSELVES AHD OTHER HARITINE 
HAT 1 OHS ABOUT THE COHTIHUED RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE THROUGH THIS AS 
THROUGH OTHER IMTERHATIO.HAL WATERWAYS, AHD 1 THIHK IT RIGHT TO SAY TO 


THROUGH OTHER IMTERHATIO.HAL WATERWAYS, AHD 1 THIHK IT RIGHT TO SAY T 
THE HOUSE THAT IF THIS CONCERH HAD MOT 3EEH EXPRESSED AS STROHGLY AS 
IT HAS BEEH, IT IS VERY DOUBTFUL '.’HETHER THERE -.JOULD HAVE BEEH 
SUFFICIEHT COHFIDE.NCE LAST WEE.KEHD TO HAVE AVERTED WHAT NIGHT HAVE 
BEGONE A GENERAL COHFLAGHATIOH.... 


”'7E SHALL DO EVERYTHl.HG IH OUR PC'TER TO SECURE THE EFFECTIVE 
PRESENCE OF A.M APPROPRIATE UNITED NATIONS AGENCY OR AGENCIES TO HELP 
HAINTAIN THE PEACE IH THE AREA. AS '■.'E ALL RECOGH'ISE A.HD HAVE SAID, 
THEY DID SO SUCCESSFULLY IH THE PAST. IT WOULD BE WRONG AT THIS STAGE 
TO SPECULATE ABOUT THE PRECISE DUTIES WHICH WILL BE ASSIGNED TO SUCH 
A UNITED NATIONS PRESENCE, BUT CERTAINLY, AS HAS AGAIN BEEN SAID BY 
HON. HEHBERS ON BOTH SIDES, \-E ARE RIGHT TO PRESS THAT ISRAEL AS l-JELL 
As the ARAB COUNTRIES IIUST ACCEPT A UNITED NATIONS PRESENCE ON THEIR 








’■'•ke:o the right hj;]. &e:jtle:ia;j the leader of the oppositioci made 
H i.i con.iEMTs o:i the precipitate dec I r> 10:3 to withdraw uiiited .;atioms 
peacekeeping force A.'3D, indeed, when the right HON. NENBER FOR 

:iNR033 AND 'JEST PERTHSHIRE SAID WHAT HE DID IN PRETTY STRONG TERMS 
UT THE PRECIPITATE WITHDRAWAL AND THE ACCEPTANCE, WITHOUT 
DNSULTATION, OF THAT DEMAND, I BELIEVE THAT WHAT THEY SAID WAS 
ABSOLUTELY RIGHT, AND WE FULLY SUPPORT THEIR ACCOUNT AND THEIR 
CRITICISM OF THIS DECISION... 



"I EMPHASISE AGAIN THAT WE ARE NOT CONCERNED IN THIS DEBATE OR 
IN THE ACTIONS WHICH FOLLOW - AND 1 THINK THE HOUSE IS NOT CONCERNED 

lONARY THIS NAY 


'/EVER 


S 


IS NOT 


SEEN IN SUCH A DANGEROUS SITUATION, '/HAT V/E MUST SEEK TO DO 
ONLY TO AVOID THE DANGERS OF A TRAGIC WAR, “fHICH WOULD BE TRAGIC 
ENOUGH IN ALL CONSCIENCE EVEN IF CONFINED TO THOSE WHO NOW ONLY 
GLOWER AT ONE ANOT.HER ACROS ; MIDDLE EASTERN FRONTIERS.... 


"ONE CONDITION OF A LASTING PEACE MUST BE THE RECOGN’ITIJN THAT 
IJRAE- HAS THE RIGHT TO LU^E. A' MY HON. FRIEND REMINDED US, IT HAS 
BEEN FOR NEARLY T'.'ENTY YEAR: A MEMBER COUNTRY OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 
E.ITIFLED TO THE RESPECT AND PROTECTION' OF THE U.'JITED NATIONS. 'THAT- 
EVER the BITTERNESS THAT RULES TODAY, THERE ARE WISE MEN IN ISRAEL 
and there ARE WISE NEN 1.3 ARAB COUNTRIES, HO'.JEVER DIFFICULT IT MAY BE 
for then to BECOME ARTICULATE, '.•/HO RECOGNISE NOT ONLY THE .NEED FOR 
CO-EXISTENCE BUT ALSO TME IMMENSE 

OPERATION WHICH EXIST ONCE NAN-IIADE BARRIERS, BASED ON PRIMEVAL 
HOSTILITY, CAN BE BROKEN’ DOWN_ 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEACEFUL CO- 


"I FEEL THAT IT IS RIGHT TO INTERPRET THIS DEBATE AS A MANDATE TO 
HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT BY EVERY MEANS IN OUR POl^R TO CONTINLfE WITH 
ALL I'/HO ARE WORKING WITH US IN’ THE SEARCH FOR PEACE, AS WE ARE WORK¬ 
ING WITH THEM, BUT IN’ A WIDER SENSE, TO USE THIS OP.^ORTUNITY TODAY, 

IF OPPORTUNITY BE GI'^EN, HAVING PEERED INTO THE ABYSS AS 'rE HAVE, TO 
TURN THE THREAT OF MILITARY '-/AR INTO THE REALITY OF TOTAL WAR IN THE 
MIDDLE east against MAN’S MOST ANCIENT ENEMIES OF POVERTY, HUNGER 
AND DISEASE." 


END '/ER3ATIM SERVICE P'»0T'/0EIGHT/3IX3EVEN. L P S. 


PRODROME RABAT 
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Tel.No. 193 1 June 1967. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 193 of 1 June. 
Repeated for information to MOD as signal FCK L2 (Priority) 
Cairo, Tel AviVj Amman, Damascus, Jedda, Addis Ababa, 

U.K.Mission New York and Washington (Routine), 

And Saving to Rabat, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, Baghdad and 
Aden. 


Middle East Situation. 


The Sudan's position is that the new Prime Minister 
has expressed his Government's solidarity with the U.A.R. 
and said that in the event of war with Israel units of 
the Sudan armed forces will fight with the Arabs. He has 
declared a state of readiness. A delegation of three 
Ministers hat- been to Cairo and Damascus to discuss the 
Sudan's role, the Army Comunander has also been to Cairo. 
The Opposition Leader, Sadiq El Mahdi, has declared his 
support in reasoned terms. 


2. Actual military operations, however, have been restricted 
to the formation on paper of an ad hoc battalion consisting 
of companies from different parts of the country, these liave 
so far remained at their locations and are continuing normal 
training. In addif.on pro-Egyptian groups have called for 
volunteers to train for action with the U.A.R. forces. 

3. The indications are that, short of an all-out Arab Israel 
war, the Sudan is not anxious to get involved in the dispute 
apart from ritual declarations of support, telegrams, dele¬ 
gations etc. The Government and Press have been giving almost 
more attention to the situation on the Sudan/Ethiopian (see 
my immediately following telegram not to all), one influen¬ 
tial daily has taxen the line that it is the Sudan's primary 
duty to protect her Eastern frontier as a rearguard of the 
Arab armies against "an Ethiopian conspiracy with Zionism and 
American imperialism". In other words the Sudan Government 
may try to use the Sudan/Ethiopian situation as an excuse, 
however far fetched, for not giving direct military support 

to the U.A.R. The Egyptian influence in the new Council of 
Ministers is now strong, however, and there is growing 
pressure in the three towns in support of the Arab cause. 

The Prime Minister may therefore be forced to find ways of 
giving more positive support. 


Foreign Office please pass to MOD as signal FCK U2 

(Priority) and unnumbered to Cairo, Tel Aviv. Amman, Damascus, 

Jedda^ Addis Ababa, U.K.Mission New York and Washington 

Routine and Saving to Rabat,Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, Baghdad 
and Aden. 


Sir.R. Fowler 


owler Sent 1530Z/1 June 

Reed June 

[Repetition to Amman, Cairo, Damascus and Tel Aviv, 
referred for departmental decision, repeated__a,a»^ 
requested to other posts.] 'r_,_,,wen iM 1 


[Copies sent toM.O.D. ] 
[Sent to D.C.C.] 
FO/CO/WH DISTRIBUTION 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 

CASABLANCA 

MOROCCO 


50/0/67 


1 June 1967 


We are keeping 
colleagues about any 
with the Middle East 
by the DMT. 






in cloae touch with our American 
trouble which might develop in connexion 
crisis, especially anything touched off 


; 


2e The UMT are having troubles of their own and will probably 
take advantage of the crisis to embarass the government if 
they C6m or dare. I learn from Jim Mattson that there was 
serious trouble last week at a lead mine in Aouli, near 
Mibladen, Province of Bftni Mellal, as a result of which many 
miners were arrested and one was killed. It was as a result 
of an surticle on this subject that last week's Avant Ciarde 
was seized. It was not mentioned in any other paper. 

There are also rumours of arrests in Casablanca. There l8» 
however* a reference in a small paragraph under the heading 
"Sachez Que" in Maghrab Informations of 31 May. This reports 
on the extraordinary national council of the UMT held on 
30 May which approved the resolutions of the Centre Committee 
with regard to a boycott (it is understood of ships of 
countries supporting Israel). 

3* Our feeling and that of our American colleagues is that 
the authorities are unlikely to allow a demonstration by the 
UMT 9 still less a demonstration against our respective Consul¬ 
ates General. Armed mokhaznls are still in evidence. 

Clearly, however* much depends on how the situation develops 
in the Middle East itself. Trouble in the port* however* 
can not be ruled out* especially as the UGTM and UMT will 
probably try to steel each others' thunder. I am writing 
separately about recent developments in the rivalry between 
the two organisations. 


4. The Jewish coomunity here is becoming increasingly 
nervous* not to mention panicky. Relations in France and 
elsewhere (but not of course in Israel) are urging them to get 
out and Join them* while our American colleagues confirm that 
they have had a lot of visa applications from those who have 
families in the U.S. or who are already established there but 
have come back on a visit. One immediate result* I hear* is 
that the black market premium for French francs has risen 
from about 12jt to over 205t. 


J. Lewen* Esq. * 
British Embassy* 
RABAT. 




CONFIDENTIAL 




COIfFlDBNTIAL 



5* Hy own feeling la that from the local point of rlew 
the King's decision to send troops to Egypt has eased the 
tension as It has taken some of the wind out of the opposi¬ 
tion's sails, and removed the danger that action against 
local Jews, or against the British andlaurlcans would prove 
an Inexpensive way of demonstrating solidarity with Rassar. 



CORF I BENT DLL 



BECLJmnON BE L BNION 

mHOCAiNE Bu mvm 

L«« gravM dont la patria araba aal actuaUa- 

* la tMitra, na lauralant laUaar mdHMranta la daaaa 

4ra marocama. Laa Iravaillaura marocaina, qui tout dlracta- 

mant concamda, conai«Mrant caa dvdnamanta comma la cofiad> 

quanea da la politiqua agraaaiva piatiquda par la paawdo Etat 

dMaraM qui na conatHua, nl plua, ni moina, qu'una baaa d'apraa* 
aion erdda par laa impdrialialaa au ccaur du Moyan Oriant, dana 

la but da parpdiuar laur aiploHation, at pour antravar tout 

affort adriauK du paupla araba, an vua da aa libdrar da la 

ddpandanca at du aoua ddvaloppamant 

Laa paya arabaa qui font faca aujourd'hul au ddfi daa 

cdenialiataa aioniatas, rndnent una batailla qui aat prdciadmant 

la ndtra, calla daa maasaa populairaa marocainaa, car, toirta 

agraaaion contra laa paya arabaa, parpdtrda par laraM ou 

par laa Etata cotoniallatas qui la protdgant, n'aat, an fait, qu'una 

aqraaaion contra noua. 

SQra d'intarprdtar la aantimani la plua profond daa maaaaa 
populairaa marocainaa, I'U.M.T. aiprima aolannallamant aa to- 
tala aoKdaritd avac laa maaaaa arabaa dana la combat pour la 
daatin commun. Ella appula rdaolumant Tattituda araba dana 
la goKa d’Akaba at conalddra laa maauraa priaaa comma 
parfaitamant IdgMmaa. 

La daaaa ouvridra marocaina condamna avac forca la aeu* 
dan pardd qu'apporta laa USA 4 laradi at ddnonca dnarglqua- 
mant laur attituda agraaaiva anvara la {uata cauaa araba. 

La buraau national da I'Unlon Marocaina du Travail, an 
caa dreonatancaa, crudalaa, appaNa la daaaa ouvridra 4 ran* 
forcar aa vigAanca at 4 aa lanir prdta 4 ripoatar par daa 
actiona addqualaa qui comportaralant notammant la boycott daa 
Etata colonialiataa qui aoudannant laraM, at la rafua da aarvir 
laura navlraa dana noa porta, pour manifaatar ainai aotra 
aoudan ajiaaant 4 la cauaa du paupla p a laa dn ian at donnar 
un contanu concrAt au prindpa da la aoUdarM araba. 

L'Union Marocaina du Travail adraaaa un aalut fr a t ama l 4 
ra na a m bla daa travaMaura arabaa at rdafflrma qua laa aand- 
manta arabaa da TAtlantiqua an goHa arabiqua aont idandquaa 
at qua la daaaa ouvrlAra marocaina fall parda intdgranta da 
la daaaa ouvri4ra araba dana aa lutia pour ravanlr commun. 


CASABLANCA, la 25 Mai 1067 
La Buraau National da I'U MT. 
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R.iS'/'Tte t C 


Minutes 


Moroccan trade unions and the 


UARTISRAELI crlsl 



The position of the trade xanlon 
organisations in Morocco regarding the 
Egyptlan/Israell conflict, has heen 
revealed by statements in the press and 
from other sources. Both the U nion 

nd the 


Marocalne dee Travailleurs (UMT) i 
Union GSn^raie des Travallleurs Marocains 


UGTM 


« « 


, have declared themselves solidly 
upport of the Arab position. 


2. The UGTM, at a meeting held on 
Friday 26 May, and as reported in the 
Istlqlal paper ”A1 Alam**, urged decisive 
action to destroy Israel and expressed th 
workers* readiness to stand by the anti- 
Israel states. They stressed that 
Morocco should actively help with men and 
material. It was also said that dockers 
were prepared to boycott the ships of 
states which helped Israel, 


3* The UMT, v^ose weekly newspaper 
L*Avant Garde was suppressed by the 


Government last week-end, has circulated 
a pamphlet in which they claim that Moroccan 
workers are directly concerned with the 
consequences of the aggressive policy 
practised by ” le pseudo Etat d*Israel” , 
which is no more nor less a base for 
aggression created by the Imperialists 
in the heart of the Middle East, with the 
object of perpetuating the exploitation 
and obstructing the development of the 
Arab people. The UMT, in its pamphlet, 
expresses its solidarity with all Arabs 
and considers that the measures taken in 
the Gulf of Akaba are legitimate. An 
appeal is made to workers to boycott all 
"colonial” States which support Israel and 
to refuse to service their ships in 
Moroccan ports. 




I 


1 


4. Hacheml Bennani, the regional 
representative of the UMT in Rabat, whom 
I saw yestex*day, was quite vehement in his 
condemnation of American, British and 
Ganadlcm "support” for Israel, in particular 
stating that Britain was no friend of the 
Arabs, He said that Moroccans would fight 
for the Arab caxise in this instance, and 
said that it would be to their advantage, 
as an Involvement in a war would help to 
overcome the serious menace of unemployment 
in the country. When I cnallenged him on 
this statement as not being really serious, 
he repeated it with, I believe, some grain 
of conviction. The UMT has been in 
conflict with the authorities recently in 
Casablanca port, this time they do not hold 
the UGTM responsible, saying that they were 
the victims of police provocation, the 
police supporting "the other side”. One 
ay assume "the other side” to be the 


1 

1 


/, .Government 









Minutes 

Government• While the situation in 
Casablanca port has now become normal, 
Bennanl told me that over 200 strikers at t: 
Aoull mine had her^n arrested* A reason 
for the suppression of last week's "Avant 
Garde" could have been that it contained 
statements regarding the Egyptlan/lsraell 
affair which went beyond what the Govemmen 
was prepared to comtenance* I suspect 
that the UMT, more than the UGTM or the 
Istiqlal, is trying to make some capital 
out of this situation* There is also a 
danger that through its association with 
the International Confederation of Arab 
Trade Unions (ICATU), it may be used as an 
Instrximent to further UAR policies. I 
learn, for example, that Pechtall, a senior 
member of the UMT Executive, is at present 
in Cairo* 




(A.C. Wells) 

1.6.1967. 




my— 






I 


L 


Z<. ^ » iZi CT cCJ 



NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 



lolL 



INWARD TELEGRAM 


En 
Code 



\ 


Code R 


Cypher 

(Paraphrase Heading) 
Cypher/OTP 
En Clair by Conf. Bagj 






FROM 


[Distribution 
Heading] 



TO 


2aLt^ 




[Signature] 


[No. and prefix] | 

[Date] 


i)'3 



Repeated to 


[Priority] 


CC^FIDEHIAL 


D 

R 


™At 


Wc y 





AD:)RESSED TC AV^AN TELEGRAy NO SOO CF 2 JUNE. 


I 


REPEATED FOR INFCRMATICN TC A/AShINGTCN. U^VIS NEi'i 


I 


YORK. TEL AVIV. 


DAN'ASCl'S. CAIRO. BAGHDAD. BEIRUT. 


RABAT. ALGIERS. ADDIS ABABA. TUNIS. 


KUWAIT. 


BAHRAIN. TRIPOLI. BENGHAZI. KHARTOUNI. AND SAVINgTc 


TEHRAN. 


ANKARA. JEFUSALEV. 


DISTRIBUTION 


YCUR TELEGRAMS NC.S 5Ci AND JIC: GULF CF A3ABA 


1 CAN WELL UNDERSTAND THE DIFFICULTY CF EXPLAINING 


H.M.G.~S POINT OF 


I 


VIEW IN THE PRESENT S^ATE OF 


ARAB FEELING. 3JT I HOPE THAT NY CARE 


u 


UL lY 


'VCRDED STA*^EMENT IN PARLIAMENT ‘.V I L L HELP YOU TO 


COUNTER THE 


BELIEF TH/iT h.M.G.-S STAND IS ONE 


advance 

COPIES TO: 


CF SUPPORTING ISRAEL. 






319. WU751 a/0 U1.1000.11 /41.C S. LGp.iU. 






2. AS REGARDS THE POINTS IN YOUR PARAGRAPH 2: 


(I) THE ARAB ARGUMENT THAT ELATH WAS OCCUPIED BY 


THE I SRAE LIS AFTER 


TI.E SIGNATURE OF THE EGYPTIAN / 



ISRAEL ARMISTICE AGREEMENT IS 


IRRELAVANT SINCE IT 


WAS NEVER PART CF EGYPT CR IN THE POSSESSION CF 


I EGYPTIAN FORCES. THE ARABS HAVE A POINT IN THAT 

I 

THE ISRAELIS EXPELLED TRANSJORDANIAN FORCES AND 


t OCCUPIED ELATH IN BREACH CF THE TRUCE THEN 


existing between ISRAEL AND TRANSJORDAN IN MARCH 


1 S49. BUT UNDER THE 




1947 LNITEC NATIONS GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY PARTITION PROPOSAL ELATH 


AND THE NEGEV 


lent to the JEWISH STATE. 


THE ISRAEL/JORDAN 


A RM I ST ICE 


agreement of APRIL 


194S CONFIRMED 


ISRAEL IN POSSESSION OF IT. THE 


agre^ememt is 


CLEAR THAT THE ARMISTICE LINES SHALL 


NCT FRE JUD ICE 


A 


FINAL SETTLEMENT: PENDING A FINAL SETTLEMENT. 



HOWEVER. THE AGREEMENT 


AND THE MAPS ANNE^XED TO 


IT GIVE ISRAEL A SOUND LEGAL BASIS FOR 


POSSESS I ON 


CF THE PORT. UNLIKE E.G.JERUSALEM. ISRAELIS CLAIM 


TC 


POSSESSION OF ELATH HAS NOT BEEN DISPUTED 








GUT THE ARAB 


STATES SINCE THEN . 


ANY 



I ( I I ) AS YOU //ILL HAVE SEEN FROM OUR GUIDANCE 


[ 


TELEGRAM NO, n 5. THERE 


IS AN IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE 


/a 74 


1 


. Or INTERNATIONAL LA'A AT STAKE IN THE GUES 





MON OF 


THE FRE 






OF PASSAGE THROUGH THE STRAITS OF TIRAN 



OVER. WHATEVER THE RIGHTS AND .VRONG5 OF 



I 


^ $ 

THE SUEZ AGGRESSION 



IT WAS PART OF THE 


ARRANGEMENTS MADE UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE 


UNITED 


NATIONS FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAEL FORCES FROM 


SINAI THAT 


ISRAEL SHOULD ENJOY FREEDOM Of PASSAGE 


THRCUGH THE S'RAITS. AND MANY 


GOVERNMENTS. 


INCLUDING OUR 0;VN. CCNTRIBUTEC TOWARDS A SET'LEMENT 


B / 


AFFIRM ING -THE IR SUPPORT FOR THE RIGHT OF 


PASSAGE, the ^RESEK 


CRITICAL SITUATION RESULTS 


FROM THE UNILATERAL ACTION OF THE UAR GOVERNMENT 


IN UPSET'ING AR ANGE.'ENTS WHICH HAVE STOOD FOR 


1 C 


YEARS .AND ,»SSURED PEACE IN THE GULF AREA 



{||i) I .VAS CAREFUL TO SAY IN MY STATEMEN 


I N 


PARLIAMENT THAT H . M. . G . 


CONDEMN ATTA.'/CKS ACROSS 


THE FRONTIER IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. AND SPECIFIC- ALLY 


mentioned the at ack on SAMMU. 


3. OVER AND ABOVE ALL THIS. HOWEVER. THE ACTICNS 


OF THE U.A.R. 


government, whatever THEIR 







iO 


, 1 ^ 



MO “ VA T I CK { 


SEE GUIDANCE TELE GRAN’ NC.llS) 


HAVE 


3RO 



HT THE MIDDLE EAST TO THE 3 RINK CF A WAR 


WHICH WOULD 


CERTAINLY HAVE TERRIBLE 


C0NSE3UENCES FOR JORDAN AND THE LIMITS OF 
WHICh COULD NOT DE FORESEEN. IN SUCH A SITUATION 


T IS THE DUTY OF 


ALL GOVERNMENTS TO SEEK 




MEANS CF PREVEn'/^ING A CATASTROPHE. .V E ARE 
WELL AWARE THAT THE RUSSIANS ARE PURSUING 


A CYNICAL POLICY IN 


EXPLOITING THE SITUATION TO 


WIN ARAB SUPPORT FOR THEMSELVES AND THAT 


THEY ARE HAVING CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS IN 


identifying western EFFORTS 


TO PRESERVE THE 


PEACE WITH SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL. WITH THE THREAT OF 
vAR THAT EXISTS WE CANNOT DE SIMILARLY 


IRRESPONSIBLE. TIE U/i. GOVERNMENT 


OURSELVES 


AND 


OTHERS ARE USING OUR INFLUENCE TO RESTRAIN THE 


ISRAELIS BUT THE DANGER IS VERY SERIOUS AND THE 


MEASURES WE ARE TAKING IN THE 


UM TED NAT IONS AND 


IN CONSULTATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS TO FIND- 
SOME wIaY OF AVERTING A CATASTROPHE ARE NO MORE 


PRO-ISRAEL THAN THEY 


ARE PRC-ARAB AND 


PRO-HJMANI TY . OBVIOUSLY IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FCR ANYONE 


TO 


SAY WHETrtER THE ISRAELIS ’.VILl CONTINUE TO BE 


RESTRAINED: BUT THE 


INFLUENCE B>F THOSE W HO ARE 


TRYING TO 


RESTRAIN THEM MUST DEi|nD TO 


A CONSIDERABLE EXTENT ON THEIR WILLINGNESS TO 


•c 


,VCRK FOR AN EQUiTABLc. 


settlement of present 


piFF ICULT lES 


OVER TH-iE GULF OF AQABA. 
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■onslenr le So’:o-3ecr4talr« d'Etat, 

J*ai retrno€ dana ma Kota Ko. 96 da 26 aal ft 
Soli Ezaallenoe la Klnlstra dea Affalraa Ftraneftrea 
lae grandee llcnea da la politique de mon Ooureraeaent 
an ea qul eoncama la altuation qul 8*e8t d^Taloppfe 
au ^oran Orient. La Saer^talre d*T:tat anz Affaires 
Strangftraat F. Cporga ’^rown, riant da dtfflnlr eatta 
politique d*anc cr>niftra plus d6talllde« Las dftelara^ 
tions da K* Brtnm ont ite ap p p y€eB par la sulta par la 
Praaler Kinlstre lui-oftna* Fttlaque las ageneas da 
presae n'ont dann4 du dloeoura de F. Frown que dea 
eztralte particle j*al I'hanneor de tranamattre ft 
Votw Excellence tme traduction nen-offlelella du texte 
eoisplet. 

Ca faiaant, le me pennata d*attlrar 1'attention da 
yotre nBcallerre a eertelnoa obaartations faltea par 
V. F rown qul ont, je eroist ua lnt6r€t sp6elal pour 
le OoDTemaBent du Koxaure du varoe. Vous notaras 
tout d'abord I'endrolt eblffr# 1 an marge, oft K* 

Frown dement lea accusations de partial'ta qui ont 
6t4 dirlg#ae contra nous. Oeci est ft lira conjointa- 
nent areo la paoc^ee ohiffr6 2, oft 11 (xplique son 
attitude positlre enrars la nstlorsliaae araba at la 
President Kssoer. 

Ja roue Invite^ Vonsieur le ''ous-Secr6talra d'Etat, 
ft roue penobor Agalemaat sur las pseeages ehiffrfts 3 at 
ft, oft mon rtnlatre donna, aree une grande nattet6, laa 

/raisons 

Son 'Rmaallenoe Noneleur Abdallah Chorfi, 

SouB- O aer d tolre d'Ktataaux Affaires -tr a ngbraa, 

Kabnt. 


L 




ralMBs potcr lesqxMlles non Oonrarneoent Inalsta snr 
le droit da llbre x>as**8« par la ddtroit da Tlren. 

Vooa notaras 400 ee Be Bont paa laa ffidaas raiaona qua 
eallaa arane^ee per le OouTcmament d'laraal. 

’Traadoo of the 8au*» la droit da naviituar aane 
roatrlctioQB* a £te vn prlnoli^o fondaaantalede Botra 
polltlqua dapols l*^poqua da la praalftro Paine 
SUsabath* o'est-hadlre depuls plus de trols slfeclea. 

St finaleacnt je tous prie da notar partout dana 
06 diseours l^lrportanee qua doxma V. Frown au rdla h 
jooar pap las TTotlona Unlaa dans la situation aetuella* 
J*eaghT9 qua la Qouvameaent marocaln dtudlara awao 
•Tnpothla lea propocltlona faltas par non winletro* S 
I'androit ehlff^ 5a siu> la ndoaasltd da rdtablir one 
pr e s e nce das 5atlono Czilaa dans la rdglon an queatlon. 

Qi a*exousant de prandra alnai rotra tamps, jo 
Tous prio, Sonsiexir la Soua-6ecrdtaire d'Etat, da hian 
▼oulolr a g r ^ er l^cspraaslon da na hauta eonsidiratlon. 


(L.O. Holliday) 


!• 2 jvln 1967 


Vorslenr le 

Tout en x>eQe7clant Votre QBoelleneo da m*aTolr 
aeeord6 quelques instants da votre tampe hler It la 
recaption tunlelemve pour me pamettre d'aaqulasar 
la point da Tua do non gonvarnanent an ea qul eoneame 
la situation qul e'est dfreloiip^e au ''oyen Orient, jo 
ae panaats da touo ezrroyar, ifonaicur la vinlatra, la 
taxta integral du dlseours traitant da ee sujat qua 
riant da prononcar oon 'Exeallanea le Seer6talra d'Ktat 
aux Affalras "tronc^i^s brltannique, V. Oaorge Broan, 
dlaooura d'une grcr^a importance et dont las aganeas 
da prasse n'ont dcno^ qua das extralta partials* J*y 
al naturallenant ettir6 I'attantion du Winist^ra 

das AffaireaBStrangaraa* 


Ca falaontf aa pansata d*attlrar I'attantion da 
Votra Eaaallanea c cartalnas obeerrations faltae par 
Urn Provn qul ont« ja eroia, un Int^rdt special pour la 
OouramaiBent du Rosrauna du Knroa. Vous notaras tout 
d'abord I'androlt clvlffr6 1 en marge, oh Proan 
c^iaant las aeeusctlooa da partiality qul ont StS dirlg6ao 
contra noua* Cecl aet h lira eonjolntamant arae la 
IMsaaga ehifTr4 2. eb 11 axpllqua eon attitude poaitlra 
enra^a la natlonolisaa araba at la Pr4eldent TTaaear. 


Ja rous ijrrlta, ’'on 
paneher yfalamant sfir la 
aon Viniatra donne, arae 


siaur le ''IniatraA It roua. 
as paaaagas ehiffraa 3 at h, oh 

une grsnda nattety, lea 

raisons pour lesquallaa men go u ramenant Inslsta but 

le droit da libra possaga par le dytrolt de Tlran. 


/7ouo 


Son Kxeallanea Vanalaur Lichaaad Oherfcaoul, 

Mlnlatra da la pyfcnaa Batlonala, 

RABAT. 

And to: S.E, K. IT’Hamed Zegharl, 

ITinistre de I'AfTlculture et de la Reforme Agraire, 

Rabat. 


I 


1 


L J 




Toaa Boteres qoe oe ne aont par le; mteea raiaona qoe 
Mllaa orazietfaa par la govrernafflent d'laraal. "Traadon 
of the Saaa”. la droit da narlgoar eana ra8tPletlona» a 
dtd UB prlneipa fondaaantal da netre pnlltiqua dapnle 
l*#poqua da la px'anlbrt Paine Ellxabeth, e'eat-^-dlra 
daipnia plna da trola alhelaa. 

St finalamant, je voaa pria da notar partout dana ea 
dloaoura 1' laportance qua donna Brown an rfile & jotier 
par lee Nations uniea dana la altuatior aetuella. 

J'saphra qua Ic naroeoln Studlera awac 

anqmthie lee prppoaltlona faltaa par son viAlatra* k 
l*endroit enr la nJeaeait^ de rdtabllr une 

pr^aanea daa Natlono Uniea done la rSpton an qneetlon. 

Ba a'esaaaant da prendre alnel rotre tenpe. Je tous 
pria* vonaieur le Ulnletre* de hian Touloir agreer 
l*azpraaaion de nn haute coneiddratlon. 


(L.O. TTolllday) 



le 2 J«ln 1967 


Monsieur le winlstre« 


Sehhant oroe cuelle blenrelllanee Votre Eseellenee 
4tudie le iwlltique dtrcngire de non gouremeBent, ^ 
ee pemete de roue, enroorer* '/onaleur le Ministrey le 
texte integral da dlacotire traltent de ee sujet que 
Tlent de prononcer r.on Fxcellenee le necr^talre d*Ftat 
aux Affaires Ktinm ^ree brltannlque, Oeerge Vrtrnn, 
dlseoura d*ixne grande irportenee et dont lea ageneea 
da presse n’ont donnd que des extrsite partlela. J’y 
al naturelleacr.t attlr6 Inattention du Vlnletbre 

des Affhlres Etran<Toro8. 


Ce faleant* ie ne permete (3*attirer l*attentlon de 
Votxe vxcellenoe r certalnea obserTatlans faltea i>ar 
V* Tbraen qal ont, Je crois» on lnt£r%t apdeial pour le 
gouTsmement du royaume du Varoe. Voca noteres tout 
d*abord I'endrolt chlffrl 1 en merge, oft M. Broan 
dloent loa aeeusotiors de partlalltd qul ont dtf dlrlgdea 
eentre ncma* ?ecl eat 1 lire eonjolntenent arae le 
paeaage ehlffrd 2 . oft il explique son attitude poeltire 
enrvers le natlonailone arabe et le President Messer. 


Je roua invito, Uonsleur le Mlnlatre. ft vous 
paawher dgaleneiit sur lea passages chlffrea 3 et U, oft 
■on Mlnlstre donne, avee x^egwnde netteta, lea 
raisons poor leaq'.cUes non gouvemenent Ineiste etup le 
droit de llbre pancoge par le ddtroit de Tiran. Vans 
BOterM qua ee aa sort paa lea oftaea ralaona que oellea 
avanoeea par le gou venaaBent d'larael. ’freedom of 

/the 


Son Exeellenee Monalcur Rad] Ahmed Balefre], 
Mialatre, ReprtfaentiMt "araonsel de Sa 
Me^estd le Rol, 

RABAT. 


And to: S.E. IT. All Benjellovin, 

Mlnlstre de la Justice, 

Rabat. 


the 3eas''f le droit de naTiguer eane pestrictione* • 
dtd im prinolpe fondeoentel de notre politique depute 
l*4>OQue de la pr^ii%re Keine Elleetbeth, e’eet^^^re 
depola plua de trole elftelee. 


Et flnalenent Je tous prie de noter partoat dans ee 
diaeonro I’inpoptonce gpe dorme TTOvn au rdle ti jooer 
Ppr lea lotions U&iee dans la situation actuelle. 
#*eqpkre que le gouvemeoent nsroeoln dtudlera snreo 
efBQMthle lea propositions raltee par non Iflnietre* k 
I'ezidroit chiffrd 5» but la ndceoslti de r^tablir une 
prdaenee des TTatlono Onies dans la rdgian en question. 


En ■*exBBssnt de prendre alnal votre tempe. je tous 
prle^ Monsieur le I'lnletre^ de bien voulolr agreer 
I'expresslon de oc liaute eonold^ratlon. 


(L.O. Folllday) 


r ^ 


L J 


TljLLGRAi'iiiE ADREi:£E LE 2 JUIU I967 

au 

Dlrectt'ur General du Cabinet Royal 
au i.inlsti'e de 1 'Information 
et au wlnlstre de I’lnterleur 


Le journal AL IQFAH AL V/aTAMI est retenu 
depuis vlnct-quatre heures par la censure qul refusa 
I’examen des morasses, exlgea des exemplalres d^flnltifs, 
perturbant alnsl la diffusion du journal* 

Nous apprenons que le rutablissement de la 
censure vise exclusivement la presse progressiste. Nous 
protestons centre le rutablissement de la censure de la 
presse et centre son application discrimlnatolre aux 
journaux progressistes. 

La liberty de la presse, droit imprescriptible 
du peuple, est particull^rement Indispensable pour resister 
aux graves dangers que court la patrie arabe au Moyen Orient 
et la patrie uiarocaine au Sahara occidental* 

Nous demandons la levee de la censure et 
I’arrdt des discriminations injustes. 

Salutations respectueuses. 


All Yata 


Casablanca, le 2 juln I967, II h. 



aAIbli] DU I'I° 120 D'AL KIFAH iiL V;ATjUTI ( 2.6.67 ) 


I6l 4Gram ne adresse _a A^jl r-°A AS 

Uirc, 

Nous avons I'honneur cle vous Inforuer de I'lnterdictl 
du nuEiero 12 0 du 2 Juln I/'67 du journal iiL KIFAII AL V/aTAI'jI devan 
paraltre ce jour, sans justification ni explication, et de fagon 
ill^gale, pulsquc le decret de saisie du idnistre de I’Interieur 
prdvu par la Loi ne nous a pas ete notifie. 

Nous considerons que cette mesuxe est nulsible au 
prestige du Maroc et fort prejudiciable aux intdrets de la cause 
de la patrie arabe, le nunero d’Al ICifah aI Watani en question 
dtant essentlellcment consacrd A la defense de la lutte des pays 
arabes. 


Nous en soones d'autant plus etonnes qu’Al ICifah A1 
Watani donne son appui enthouslaste h la decision d'envoyer luie 
unitd armde marocaine en Republique Arabe Unie, approuve la propo¬ 
sition du Somnet Arabe et sounet d’autres suggestions patriotlques 
rdalistes susceptibles d’assiu:er une reelle contribution du Maroc 
au triomphe de la cause arabe. 


Nous sollicitons votre haute Intervention pour la 
publication et la diffusion du numero 120 et la levde ddfinitlve 
de la censure. 


Hommage respectueux, 


All Yata. 

Casablanca, le 2 juin 196?, 13 h. 





AU CO JUT. DA LA AATAILLA 




Lc3 irnorir.liitcs an^lo-ancricalus aoditr.ient uiio acjrccsion. 


conti’e la F.cpubliquc -iXabe cyriGiinc et la nopublique Arabe Unlc iiom’ 
;rrc-ter le flux rbvolutiopjiaire qul enbralne Ic rionde arabe. Leur 
craatura Israel etalt sur Ic point de perpotrer cette action cririi- 
nelle apres avoir tate Ic terrain ct s'btrc assurde ciue le niouent 
est propice, encoiuaL'ye par Ics divergences qui rd;jncnt dans les 
rancs arabes et per Ics n’cnccs dc la reaction orabo. 

lialc les calculs dcs inpcirialistcs etaient fan:: et Ics ten- 
tatives de leur eiofant chert ne sent venues ni en temps ni en lieu 
opportuns. Bien au contratre, elles se sent retourn^es centre eux de 
la pire maniere. Le merite en revient aux dlrl( 3 eants arabes pro^res- 
sistesaitL ont adopte des positions de fermete et de courase et qui 
Ont I'alt preuve d’une habilete que Ics ennetais n^avaient nullement 
prevue. 


Lous sommes heureux de rendre particuli&rement homnage au 
comportement du President Gaaal Abdel Nasser qui a Joue un rOle deter¬ 
minant dans le deroulemont de la situation et qui a agi sur elle par 
sa sagesse, son courage et son audace. Nous n^exag^rons nullement 
quand nous disons que les ddcisions qu'il a prises seront dcrltes en 
lettres d'or dans I'hlstolre du combat des peuples arabes. Nous cite- 
rons en particuller le retralt des troupes d'urgence de I’ONU du ter- 
ritoire de la Rdpublique Arabe Unie et le rccouvrement de son droit 
legitime de souveralneto sur le Golfe d’Alcaba, ainsi que sa fermeture 
a la navigation Isradlienne, en vertu de sa situation dans les eaux 
territoriales arabes oil aucune Ingdrence d^un Btat etranger n^est 
permise. 


Grace a cette attitude fermo contre I'impdrlalisrae, les 
peuples arabes ont commened h. remporter les premiers succds et h. 
erder les conditions du triomphe ddflnitlf qu^est la rdcupdratlon 
des terres et le recouvrement des droits arabes spollds. 


Oui. Tous les Arabes sont entrds dans le combat et 11s ont 
coramened k I'envisager comme un seul et name combat pour un seiiL et 
m6me but. Ils le mettent au premier rang de leurs prdoccupatlons et 
lui portent tout leur Intdret; 11s conmencent aussi k saislr tous les 
aspects du probleme. k voir les moyens susceptlbles de faire trlompher 
leur cause, k connaitre ceux qui la ddfendent avec sdrieux et convic¬ 
tion dans les milieux arabes, ceux qui la soutlennent dans l^arene 
Internationale, a connaitre les ennemls et leiirs liaisons organlques 
et effectives. C’est ainsi que tout le monde a constatd I’anitie de 
I’Unlon Sovidtique et des pays socialistes qui se tiennent aiijourd'hul 
^omme ils I'ont fait hler aux cOtds des peuples arabes. De leur cOtd, 
ues Etats-Unis d'Amdrlque se sont ddmasquds totalement en soutenant 
ttsraSl. 

Mais ces premiers succes ne doivent pas nous faire oubller 
que la batallle n’est qu'k son ddbut, que les dvdnements et les sltxoa- 
tions dvoluent, que les dangers s’accumulent et que les ennemls sont 
capables de ddclencher traltreusement une agression qui sera peut-&tre 
le point de ddpart d’une confrontation gdndrale dans le monde. 

d.V* , 



Gcla lu; 

4ventuallt6s. 


::.u'crolt lIc ^iroparatifs pou^ aTfrontcv 


IJous soixics satiGfaits dcs cldcisions luises par Ics xx^vc.) 
arabes, coranie 1^accord de defense conifune entre la Hdpublique *'.rabc 
Unie et Ic rcoyauiJC de Jordanie, l^intention de l^Irak de couper ie 
pc'trole a tout pays qui aideralt Israel, la volontc de l^i^lrjcrie cl> 
clu Koweit d^envoycr des forces ariuecs au front* 


Nous somes heureux, aussi, de constater le sentiaent d’v. . 
to arabe que montre notre peuple, sa foi dans la cause palestioiciUii?, 
sa solidarite avec les frores arabes et sa volontc de participer h lu 
bataille k leiixs cdtes pour rempllr son devoir envers la patrie arabe. 
Combien nous sonnies heureux de I'unaninite nationale qui s'est expri- 
nee dans notre prise de position et dans les communiques de 1^Union 
Nationale des Forces Populaires, de I'Union Harocaine du Travail et 
du Parti de l^Istiqlal- 


De rnSne, nous ne pouvons enregistrer qu^avec satisfaction 
iGs decisions prises par les autoritds, telles que 1'envoi d^unites 
de I'armde narocaine en Republique Arabe Unie pour se joindre aux 
effectifs de nos frdros, contribuer k la defense des terres arabes 
et aider k repousser toute agression d^IsraSl ou de ses maitres 
colonialistes, ainsi que la proposition d'une reunion inme^ate des 
Chefs d'Etats arabes pour coordonner les actions : c^est la une 
initiative positive susceptible de ddjouer les plans des eniaemis. 

i 

hais notre pays ne doit pas s'en tenir Ik et sc contenter 
de pronesses verbales. II doit aller jusqu'au bout dans I'accomplis- 
senent du devoir ct dans la defense de l^honneur du Haroc* 


Cela exige la mobilisation de tout le potentiel humain et 
militaire, y compris 1^organisation de volontaires, la preparation du 
boycott des allies d^Isra^l en cas d^agression, interdiction d^uti- 
liser le territoirc narocain comme base de quelqu^action que ce soit 
centre les Arabes, 1^amelioration des relations avec l*Alg6rie voi- 
sine et la reprise dc-s relations avec la Republique Arabe Syrienne 
soeur- 


En resund, le Naroc, peuple, organisations* et autorites, 
doit rdpondre k l^appel au combat, de toute sa force et de toute sa 
foi, pour mettre fin au cauchemar colonialiste que vivent les Arabes, 
pour ddbarasser la Palestine de la pogre sioniste et pour aller de 
l^avant dans la voie de la liberte et de la dignite- 


Ali Yata. 


Casablanca, le 3 Juin 1967 
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xi'oa ..-nioli othero have sprung. And no./ Ar-b Itt.tes have 
cone to Ieio7 -nio are their enemies and v/ho are thoir I'riends. 
.^.CGoern colonial jt.atcs '.iiich had dealt Arab coULiirios a 
oroKcnerous olov; ir. settinj up Isr: el ou^^ht to have naue a.:cn ■: 

^ cinn-inp their r.tjitude and su.v.*or 

, - or a.u -.east by observhip neutrality, riov/ever. 

nave auoiood a contrary attitude, but Ar-b btates no / laiov/ 

./no tnci* enemies ax'*o and c n iupose their res iect on those 

.-no are uooeri.i^ioa to loolc upau then ;;ith disd-.in a-id to 
^•orsiso in w.ioir crane. 


tiiey 


Jhe r.ttxiude adopted 'oy .Tic 
acts oJ aj^i’essloii -.nd colo.iial -Jid 

appi’eciated by every Ay b v/lio ■iX:>a 
a. id Arab aeal. 


..r.ooaty the 

Aionist t'u’ents 
nujnli*o$ t];e I'lnj' 
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tov/ardo 

will be 
s v.'"lour 
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inte;:*viev/ '.;ith the Joi'd^aaicui ;i;foa 33 rdoi' on uiie I-iddlc 


f 

Acliecl noout Iiic i.i.ii'ear.ioiia 01* ‘ i:ij :iU 3 Coin ’3 ^eauiu’o 
i.i : ?ii c^VGO‘/j.\t .;itli Jan; l Al^clul .laaa-.r -‘oi* Goa.ion 

Jexe.ico, wAc .-oaaa-'dor a^'-id t’l:.- r'P.ri.oati le’□ .1*00101.1 has 
al-./ays ooeu n ulooc concern oJ .'.'lich ac tlie lonjeat 

i.vont . it:', el. "^o\: c'lO .Oiu-iit li-z co. lO ..'or aorious 

action, it 3 not o:.' "in. ; Tua.'.ciii to dr-ali 

xor the li JCivtion of l^ar.oGti.'.o enJ the recovery of 
nuroed rhi'hts, forjettiii; .linor dio^.^.roononta Cuid tahinc tho 
initir.tivc of to Moot PreoiZOi.t hV/dul aaoor :,o zlijn 

\;lth hiu a 'Joj.uon .defence h.Teonont. it ?:ic not am'priai-ij 
of hiia to '‘ollaborrtc "itli evci’i'’ sincere A:*r.-o .* )r the counon 
erune. fhere is no 'ouot th.at hr-lD re ction to the Zionist 
rn'\ cclo.iial clu.llcnfe / .3 collective r.cT sno:* bai 3 C 0 ':cs fro;a fe 
oceaji to the ‘-nilf. All Arnos sno./ed rer linos:; to collaoornte 
u:. 5 an ..'o.ss'.r’s jrocl;..'.ia-ion of she ..r *b nntiu'o of the A'ia'oa 
nlf and sue Jii* .1 wtr: it, -.n-'i 'hen he sent i tternauional 
forces out of the /ry of Ar dj who \;orc itchiuj to repreos 
cuiy act of rjd— 3 cicn. Inch cvifei'icc of "cncral Av:'u* solidarity 
G ‘nfiilaivtli'j, and so ./ns the suiw'ort of ..vionlly and 
roFcc lovin,; states, rhich ncrrlto ^raise rnd a, ni'ecintion, 

# 

■hou ao':ed . 01’ hia i.ipi'os .iono ol’ tho Cucps ucI:oji 'oy 
"inj '\aza-xi'. adiico the out'oi'erJ: 01' the ci’iiiie aaul"his rp-oeal 
r. oi' aii ..••r-'b rrouiers ficctiiij, th.o A 'onseacloi’ aeicl 

t:i-t till3 ’/ao oypicr.l ox the V.i • ; rho is r.l .'aya ::oi*e.'U03t to 
uefeu'j Ar'i'o riphto aiicl to ;o th.'o-ajli r’ly arcr*i_“icc for tlieii’ 

recovex’y* .;aG iiot ourjrisi-c tl.nt he should air-e 1 Toi* A 

ui'Geut ncetiiiy i’or the coox’dinatiou mid uui "ic'-tion 01’ -a’ao 
exi'orts.. 


• hcii ashed ior his vlev;o of this ti’oaj evidence of 
Aaah solidai’ity mid hio country's attitude to\/ards su'v.jorters 
Ox Israel, he said that the spontoxieity of .'..••0 solidarit-'’- 
r.stoiri''ea the v.orld a->d lu’ovef t.iat hrlcotine hreo ri -ht3“ /ill 

aot ee allo-.,t'-" to ..e usurped uotv/ithst. ndiuc t..o collaboration 

of po-.’ers of evil mul of r.:;ive8sion. -’hen, rovortLn- to h yut's 

ana xordan s Goa.ion defence Ajreoncnt.he said that it \ras. a ‘ 

n.v/ victory fur Arabs and -./ill tighten the blocLauc on Israel 

^rixi a.ix fjireCi-ions, t' iZiiiy into account fordan's rroxinitv to 
tno oneay. ■ ■ ■ j ^ 

. About cneuics and friends of the Ar:b nation in this tine 

Clio. Id arhc their case Imov/n 
J-cir xriends a.nu should do their best to put -n end to 

some ci-rucs bias against -hen. fliere .:.hc>uld be " er'’'’ct unit-' 

diu-inj the conference of petrol producing states so'lfat thS 

ui^iit oe used as • •.;e-j.pon in support of tiie ralostine cause. 

c,upplics should be cut off froa :uiy state ./iiich ;;ili 
su.'poi o tne assailmits, rof.raless of this state's v;oalth or 

*^eci 3 ivc . ensures should be used to nrovo A c'os' 
vi^il,' ucc in their trcc.tiaent of onaaies and Irionds 


--innlli' the Aabasoador said that 
Kjie day of victory v/hen Palestini ns v;i 
country to x*ecuver their lost paradise. 
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Immediate u.k. mission new york to foreign office ' 

Telegram no. 1203 3 june 1967 

UNCLASSIFIED 

addressed to foreign office telegram no. 1203 OF 3 JUNE REPEATED 

for information to WASHINGTON MOSCOW PARIS TEL AVIV AND SAVING TO 

AMMAN BAGHDAD BEIRUT ADDIS ABABA NEW DELHI OTTAWA LAGOS COPENHAGEN 
RABAT AND JEDDA. 

MY TELEGRAM NO. 1164: MIDDLE EAST SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
the council continued its DEBATE THIS MORNING. ISRAEL, U.A.R., 

SYRIA, JORDAN, LEBANON, IRAQ, MOROCCO, SAUDI ARABIA AND KUWAIT 
PARTICIPATED AT THEIR REQUEST. 

2. RAFAEL (ISRAEL) SPOKE FIRST. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE COUNCIL 
had now debated for twelve DAYS DURING WHICH ARAB SPOKESMEN HAD 
fanned the flames of VIOLENCE AND HATRED. THE ARABS HAD THREE 
OBJECTIVES: TO HIDE THEIR OWN AGGRESSIVE ACTIVITIES: TO PORTRAY 
ISRAEL, THE VICTIM OF AGGRESSION, AS THE AGGRESSOR: AND TO PARALYSE 
and INTIMIDATE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SO NO ONE WOULD INTERFERE. 
THIS WAS A SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO THE UNITED NATIONS. IT HAD BEEN 
SAID THAT ISRAEL WAS BORN OF AGGRESSION, BUT THAT AGGRESSION HAD BEEN 
ARAB AGGRESSION. RAFAEL THEN WENT ON TO RECOUNT AT LENGTH THE 
HISTORY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL. HE CONCLUDED THAT THE U.A.R 

OBJECT WAS NOT TO GO BACK TO 1956 BUT TO 1948, I.E. TO ABOLISH 
ISRAEL, IN A LONG PASSAGE ON FREEDOM OF ACCESS TO AQABA, RAFAEL 
REJECTED THE ARAB ARGUMENTS IN DETAIL. HE DESCRIBED ANY ATTEMPT 
TO CLOSE THE STRAIT OF TIRAN AS THE SEVERING OF AN ARTERY AND AN 
act as grave for ISRAEL AS AN ATTEMPT TO TRUNCATE PART OF 

their territory. 

3. TARABANOV (BULGARIA) THEN MADE A STATEMENT ON ESTABLISHED 
COMMUNIST LINES SUPPORTING THE ARABS. HE THOUGHT THAT THE RESTRAINT 

SHOWN BY THE COUNCIL, DESPITE THE ATTEMPTS BY SOME MEMBERS TO RAISE 
THE TEMPERATURE ARTIFICIALLY, HAD BEEN BENEFICIAL. MODERATION WAS 

/HOWEVER 
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however needed from the parties and all states concerned, the 
Imperialists were encouraging Israel, it was the duty of the 

COUNCIL to call FOR RESTRAINT AND TO URGE ISRAEL TO OBSERVfr^THE 
general ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS AND TO COOPERATE WITH UNTSO. 

DAUDEH (SYRIA) REBUTTED CLAIMS IN THE U.S. DELEGATE'S SPEECH 
ON 30 MAY ABOUT THE IMPARTIAL ATTITUDE OF THE UNITED STATES DURING 
the SUEZ CRISIS AND THE SAMU AGGRESSION OF 1966. IN THE LATTER 
CASE, EVEN THE AMERICANS HAD TO CONDEMN THIS ACT OF MASS EXTERMIN¬ 
ATION WHEN IT CAME TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL. IN THE PRESENT CRISIS, 
the SIXTH FLEET HAD BEEN VIRTUALLY PUT AT ISRAEL'S DISPOSITION. A 
meeting of SYRIAN AND OTHER ARAB TRADES UNION LEADERS HAD PASSED 
resolutions in DAMASCUS A WEEK AGO WHICH SHOWED THE LENGTHS TO WHICH 
the organised ARAB MASSES WOULD GO TO RESIST AGGRESSION. THESE 
INCLUDED A SCORCHED EARTH POLICY ON SOURCES OF ARAB OIL, IF 
NECESSARY. 

5. COMMENTING ON A CLAIM IN THE ISRAEL DELEGATE’S SPEECH THAT THE 
CLASH ON SYRIA’S BORDER WITH ISRAEL ON 2 JUNE WAS THE RESULT OF 
SYRIAN AGGRESSIVE ACTION, DAUDEH DENIED THIS ABSOLUTELY AND 
RESERVED HIS RIGHT TO ANSWER FULLY LATER. 

6 . BEN HIMA (MOROCCO) THANKED THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR SCRUPULOUSLY 
adhering to the TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIS PREDECESSOR AND 
the U.A.R. government to establish UNEF. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S 
TOUR TO THE CRISIS AREA HAD ALSO BEEN VALUABLE. IN HIS REPORT 
S/7906 THERE WAS THE U.A.R. ASSURANCE THAT THEY WOULD NOT INITIATE 
aggression, the EGYPTIAN LEGAL CASE FOR ARAB SOVEREIGNTY OVER 

the gulf of AQABA, AS PUT .BY EL KONY AND OTHERS/ WAS UNRESERVEDLY 

SUPPORTED BY MOROCCO. SOME GREAT POWERS WERE NOW TRYING TO RIG UP 

A MARITIME CONFERENCE OF THOSE WHO USED THE GULF, WITH THE PURPOSE 

OF UNDERMINING ARAB SOVEREIGNTY. THIS WAS UNACCEPTABLE. THE LONDON’ 

CONFERENCE OF 1956 AIMED AT IMPOSING FREEDOM OF PASSAGE THROUGH THE 

SUEZ CANAL HAD BEEN A SIMILAR ASSAULT ON SOVEREIGNTY AND A 

travesty of LAW. COMMENTING ON LORD CARADON’S REFERENCE ON 29 

MAY TO THE QUOTE MODERATION AND RESTRAINT UNQUOTE OF THE U.A.R. 

DELEGATE’S SPEECH, BEN HIMA SAID THAT THIS HAD LED HIM TO BELIEVE 

THAT MR. WILSON’S GOVERNMENT WOULD HANDLE THE TRANSIT PROBLEM 

/ MORE 
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more intelligently than MR. DEN'S. BUT THE LATEST BRITISH 
appeal for a conference of MARITIME STATES(SIC) WAS VERY 
disappointing. THE COUNCIL SHOULD NOW TRY TO INSTITUTE A 
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE PROBLEMS UNDERLYING ARAB/ISRAEL 

tension, the great powers should give the lead and show that 
their moral as well as their physical strength could be used to 

SUPPORT the victims OF AGGRESSION RATHER THAN , AS HITHERTO, THE 

aggressors. 

7. AL RASHASH (SAUDI ARABIA) SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT MAINTAINED 
that THE GULF OF AQABA AND STRAITS OF TIRAN HAD BEEN UNDER ARAB 
CONTROL SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL. THEY WERE ARAB TERRITORIAL WATERS. 
the theory that the GULF WAS AN INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY WAS 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE 
detailed arguments had been well deployed by other ARAB 
DELEGATES. HE THEN GAVE A ROUTINE HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE 
PLIGHT OF THE PALESTINE REFUGEES. HE WARNED THAT ANY RESOLUTION 
IN THE COUNCIL WHICH FELL SHORT OF DEALING WITH THE PALESTINE 
QUESTION IN A SATISFACTORY WAY WOULD BE CONSIDERED EVASION OF 

the COUNCIL'S RESPONSIBILITIES. 

8 . FEDORENKO (USSR) MADE A SHORT SPEECH IN WHICH HE ACCUSED 
THE UNITED STATES OF BEING HYPOCRITICAL IN SETTING HERSELF UP 
AS THE DEFENDER OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND FREEDOM OF NAVI¬ 
GATION BECAUSE OF HER DEEDS AGAINST CUBA, WHICH OPENLY VIOLATED THE 
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. HE WENT ON TO CITE THE 
BOMBING OF A SOVIET SHIP BY AMERICAN PLANES ON 2 JUNE IN A 
HARBOUR FIFTY MILES FROM HAIPHONG AS YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF 
banditry and AMERICAN VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. HE SAID 
THAT THE UA R IN FACING A THREAT EXERCISED BY SOME STATES 

'CLAIMING TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THE MARITIME POWERS WAS IN 
effect being threatened by 19TH CENTURY GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY. 

SUCH ACTIONS WERE NOT MEANT TO SERVE THE CAUSE OF INTERNATIONAL 
trade, but simply to ASSIST ISRAELI AGGRESSION. SUCH CRIMINAL 
ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES DEPRIVED IT OF THE MORAL 
RIGHT OF COMING TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONDEMN THE ACTION OF 
OTHERS. AN END MUST BE PUT ONCE AND FOR ALL TO THIS ROLE OF 

/ QUOTE 





UKMIS NEW YORK TEIE&RAM NO.1203 TO PCREIGN OFFICE 



QUOTE SELF-STYLED WORLD POLICEMAN UNQUOTE. 

9. KEITA (MALI) FIRST PAID TRIBUTE TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S 
efforts and then in A SOMEWHAT TORTUOUS ARGUMENT TRIED TO SHOW 
that the EUROPEANS, WHO HAVE NO LOVE FOR THE JEWS, WERE TRYING TO 
TURN THE ARABS AGAINST THE JEWS TO CONTINUE THEIR EXTERMINATION WHICH 
they HAD failed TO COMPLETE TWENTY TWO YEARS AGO. ON THE OTHER HAND 
HE STATED THAT THE ARABS HAD NO FEELING OF RACISM AGAINST THE JEWS, 
WHO ARE OF THE SAME BLOOD AS THEMSELVES. ISRAEL HE SAID WAS A 
POCKETOF IMPERIALISM CREATED IN AN UNDERDEVELOPED AREA, AS HAD 
BEEN DONE BY THE IMPERIALISTIC POWERS ELSEWHERE. HE ENDED BY 
SUGGESTING THAT THE WHOLE PROBLEM OF PALESTINE MUST BE TACKLED 
OBJECTIVELY. HIS COUNTRY WOULD SUPPORT ANY EFFECTIVE MEASURE TO KEEP 
PEACE IN THAT AREA SO LONG AS IT DID NOT OFFEND AGAINST THE U.A.R.’S 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER ITS NATIONAL TERRITORY. 

1(9. SEYDOUX (FRANCE) DREW ATTENTION TO THE IMPARTIAL POSITION HIS 
COUNTRY TOOK ON THIS PROBLEM BECAUSE OF ITS AGE-OLD TIES WITH THE 
ARAB WORLD, AND ITS DETERMINATION THAT THE EXISTENCE OF THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL SHOULD BE ENSURED. HE WAS NOT GOING TO YIELD TO THE 
TEMPTATION TO DRAW ATTENTION TO CERTAIN PARAGRAPHS OF THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL’S REPORT, AS OTHERS HAD, TO SUPPORT A PARTICULAR POSITION, 

THE REPORT SHOULD BE REVIEWED AS A WHOLE. THE PROBLEM WAS WHAT 
COULD USEFULLY BE DONE TO SAFEGUARD PEACE NOW: AND WHAT COULD THE 
COUNCIL ACHIEVE SUBSEQUENTLY CONCERNING THE BASIC PROBLEMS WHICH IT 
COULD NOT EVADE. SO FAR IT HAD NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO EMBARK ON AN 
OBJECTIVE LINE OF ACTION IN THE COUNCIL BECAUSE OF THE OPPOSING 
VIEWS'WHICH HAD BEEN EXPRESSED THERE. IT WAS ALL THE MORE 
IMPORTANT THEREFORE TO OBTAIN AN IMMEDIATE RESPITE WHICH MIGHT 
LEAD TO A PSYCHOLOGICAL AND EVEN A MILITARY DETENTE. THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL SHOULD AGREE TO CALL ON ALL PARTIES TO REFRAIN 
FROM MAKING ANY EFFORTS WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO AN INCREASE OF TENSION 

DURING THE PERIOD OF THE RESPITE, IN ALL THIS HE STATED THERE WAS A 

GREAT RESPONSIBILITY INCUMBENT UPON THE GREAT POWERS, AND HE APPEALED 

TO OTHER PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO JOIN THEIR 

EFFORTS WITH THAT OF HIS OWN GOVERNMENT TO BRING ABOUT A REDUCTION OF 

TENSION AND NEGOTIATION. IT WAS FRUITLESS TO ALLOW THE COUNCIL’S 

/ DISCUSSION 
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DISCUSSION AT THE MOMENT TO LEAD TO A VOTE ON ANY DRAFT RESOLUTION 
AS IT WAS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THERE COULD BE A CONSENSUS FOR ONE. 

11. AFTER A RIGHT OF REPLY BY MAKONNEN (ETHIOPIA) AND FURTHER 
LENGTHY EXCHANGES BETWEEN GOLDBERG (U.S.) AND FEDORENKO (U.S.S.R.), 
the president announced that the next MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WOULD 
BE HELD ON MONDAY, 5 JUNE AT 3 P.M., ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WOULD HOLD THEMSELVES AVAILABLE FOR FURTHER 
CONSULTATIONS OVER THE WEEKEND, AND ON THE FURTHER UNDERSTANDING THAT 

an urgent meeting of the council might be HELD OVER THE WEEKEND IF 

« 

EVENTS SO REQUIRED. 

F.O. PASS MOSCOW 104, PARIS 109, TEL AVIV 114, AND SAVING AMMAN 25, 
BAGHDAD 11, BEIRUT 45, ADDIS ABABA 24, NEW DELHI 16, LAGOS 11, 

COPENHAGEN 36, RABAT 14 AND JEDDA 23. 

LORD CARADON ' SENT 0321302 

RECD 032130Z 

[REPETITIOI TO VOoGOW, TEL AVIV REFERRED FCF. 

DEPAR'H.TMTAL DECISION, REP ATSD AS RE-UESTED TO OTHER 

POSTS]. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No* 200 of 3 June, 
Repeated for information to: U,K, Mission New York, Washington, 
Cairo and Saving to: Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, Baghdad, 
Bahrain, Tripoli, Tunis, Rabat, 3HC Aden (Personal), Benghazi 


Middle East Situation, 

I discussed this with the new Prime Minister last night, 

2, He said that the Arabs had waited for Juctico for twenty 
years. The Western Powers had asked them to remain patient too 
long. The United Nations had been ineffective. The time had now 
come for a confrontation. His Government would send military 
forces to the Middle East next week and there would be thousands 
of volunteers to follow. He wanted a peaceful solution but he 
was not in favour of a United Nations force to maintain the status 
quo. The only acceptable settlement would be the original United 
Nations partition and the resettlement of refugees. Some Arab 
Governments might object even to this but he would be prepared to 
work for it, I quoted your speech in Parliament on 31 May and said 
that Her Majesty^s Government did not intend to take sides or pass 
judgment. We believed that war would be an utter disaster for 
all €md that a peaceful solution must be found by every means open 
to us. We should do o\xr utmost in the United Nations to achieve 
this. However, we had strong views on the freedom of innocent 
passage in the Gulf of Aqaba, denial of which would have most 
serious implications, I quoted the Black Sea and Baltic and 
s other examples where it is vital to maintain the principle and 
'■JjC* i*oferred to the G eneva Convention^ He said that there would be no 

objection to shipping carrying n^-warlike cargoes to -Silat but in 
a state of belligerency” the Arab nations had every right to inter¬ 
cept war materials, I pointed out that the United Nations position 
was tliat the Armistice Agreements were still in force and this must 
be the fotxndatlon for United Nations efforts for a peaceful settle¬ 
ment, He said this was unrealistic and that a state of belligerency 
already existed, 

3* He said he was glad to have had the talk and to know that 
Her Majesty's Government would not take sides. He was sure that 
Britain and the Sudan "working together" could do much to find a 
solution, 

4* I fear that Maligoub's position is scarcely distinguishable 
from Cairo's and that we shall not in fact find him receptive to 
our line. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 202 of 3 June 
Repeated for information to UKMIS New York, Washington, Cairo, 
and Saving to Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, Baghdad, Bahrain, 
Tripoli, Tunis, Rabat, H.C. Aden and Tel Aviv. 

% telegram No. 200, Middle East Situation. 

The Prime Minister summoned the Heads of all non-Arab and 
non-African Missions to a meeting this morning at the Foreign 
Ministry. He made a short statement to the following effect, 

2. The Sudan has enjoyed friendly relations with your countries. 
Now the Arab nation faces a crisis. Those who stand with us in 
this crisis will continue to be our friends, those who do not 
will no longer be our friends. 

3. Two points were not precise. It was not clear whether he 
wished our Governments to know that those who were not with the 
Arabs in their confrontation with Israel would be regarded as 
against them or whether he was issuing a warning against support 
for Israel, It was also not clear whether he was implying a 
break in relations or merely an end to friendly relations. 

L. In view of my private conversation with him last night when 
he reacted favourably to my assurance that Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment's policy was to avoid taking sides or pronouncing-judgements 
I think it would be reasonable to apply this interpretation to 
what he said this morning. I think it quite likely, however, 
that he would consider a declaration in which we played a leading 
role in favour of full right of innocent passage through the 
Straits of Tiran as positive support for Israel. 

5. The Prime Minister also emphasised at this morning's meeting 
his view that the Israelis had never honoured apy United Nations 
resolution and that United Nations action, to be acceptable, 
would have to go back to the 194-8 Resolution. 

6, An hour before his meeting he signed an agreement with the 
United States Ambassador for an 11 million loan for sorghum. 
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MIDDLE E/,JT CRISIS 

The enormous Increase in Nasser’s 
prestige since beglnnln^^ of Israel/UAR 
confrontation has had the effect In Libya of 
giving fresh, and for the UK, very damaging 
weight to UAR propaganda. 

3 June we received anguls 
from a numoer of prcmnent Tripolitanlans 
who have always been noteworthy for their 
friendship to the UK, to say that for the 
first time since Suez oopulcr resentment was 
focusing on the UK, and to urge with all 
their strength that we should take a less 
prominent part In such matters as the Gulf of 
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Of Tlran, leavlnt the runnliiL of the United 

States from whom seme support for Israel 

seems to he expected. They spolce with 

’ ‘.dmlratlon of the aloof policy of General 

de Gaulle, (although they are well aware of 

the Prench onrt in .rmlrv Israel, from wh ch 

the General’s equlvocil statements have 

successfully distracted attention), and 

wished the UK could play a less prominent 

rriG. They drew my attention with the 

i^reatos etirnestness tc the amcassloned 

and almo t religious ferhour felt throu hout 

Libya hy all sections and shades of ooihlon for the 

.\rah cause, led hy Nasser against the 

Israelis. Tills sentiment was so strong 

that If exacorhited, neither the Government 

nor even The Klit. could Indefinitely protect 

our interests In Libya. They mentioned 

in particular that the irirae Minister*s 

recent travels to Janada and UJA had given the 

i'.ipression to the Arabs that he was takln. 

the leadersiilr, in attempting to mount oil antl- 

.'iTab and pro-lsraell coalition.Our Libyan 

friends would like to counter 'Egyptian 
propyganda {igalnst us hut can f.nd nothing 
in BBC nev/s to help them. Your speech of 
May 31 was useful hut has been overtaken. 

2 , Libya and no doubt other Arabs do not 
know or care about :Tif.irltlrae questions and ITAG’s 
assumption of her historic role of leadership 
of the maMtlme nations in defence of freedom 
of the seas Is seeb. In Libya at least. In 

the present circumstances, as nothin*., more than 
Wi.olGhearted su port of Israel ag .Inst the 
Arabs, It is the more deeply resented as 
comlnp from the UK which In Libya, is so 
resiected and trusted, 

3. Our commercial and oil interests in Ll.va 
are now as great as anywhere In the Arab world 

/and. 
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/ 

tond are rapidly ^.rowliv.. Defence sales alone 

iynount to £100 million. All ttils will 
be at risk unless we can give the Libyans 
some GTfciuments with which to Justify their 
continued oro-Brltlsh ^30llcy. I fear our 
recent activity h^js only served In Libya 
to enable rgyntlan iTopa^anda to erode our 
position and Interests. 

4, AS seen from here there Isan urgent need 
If we are to avoid damage to our Interests 

In Libya, for HMO tc make some conciliatory 
gesture to the /\rabs which, suitably 
ubllclsed by the BBC, could help our Arab 
friends. In recent days they have looked 
In vain ano with dismay at ;MO's apparent 
and Increasing support, as they see It, for 
y Israel. 

5, A statement of our support for the 
Integrity of all countries In the area and 
our unqualified opposition to any eventual 
aggression, as much Israeli as Arab, would 
be helpful; also emphasis of our su:port for 
UN procedures which has alreeidy evoked the 

^ official welcome of the Libyan Ooveri ment 

f regarding Lord Oaradon's statement. 

f 

ro pass wHon 27, 0 Iro 19, Ktiartoum 3, 

Beirut 10, Damascus 10, imnaxL 9, Jedda 4, 
Bahrain 1, Kuwait 2, B^hdad 7 and U/TT MOD 
for JIO Cyprus. 
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With the compliments 


of the 

British Embassy in Ubya^ 


Tripoli^ Libya. 

4 June, 1967. 
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the idole east situation 


E HEADS OF ARAB MISSIONS IN' LCNCCN CA''E TOGETHlfR 


TO SEE f-'E TODAY AT THEIR 0 .V N REQUEST. THEY HAD 


ASCED FOR This MEETING BEFORE THE NE'.VS OF THE 


OUTBREAK OF FIGHTING TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS ON 


h:.M.G.~S POSITION AS SET CUT IN MINISTERIAL 


SPEECHES DURING THE HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATE 


LAST AEEK. THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM AN AIDE 


MEM0 I RE 


WHICH SET OUT ARGUMENTS WHY H.M.r.~S PCSITICN. 


PARTICU4LARLY OVER THE STRAITS OF TIRAN. WAS NOT 


COMPATIBLE WITH THEIR DECLARED 


INTENTION OF NOT 


ADVANCE 
COPIES TO: 


TAKING SIDES BETWEEN THE ARAB£H«D ISRAEL. 


J»».WU75li/OI«l,IOO«.ll/»l.CM_C».M«. 
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2. THE LEBANESE AND SUDANESE AMBASSADORS. AS SPOKESMEN 


FOR THEIR 


COLLEAGUES, ADDED TO THIS AM APPEAL THAT 


H.M.G. SiHCL'LO MAINTAIN NEUTRALITY IN THE LIGHT OF 




ISRAEL-S OUCTE AGGRESSION UNQJCTE AGAINST THEM IN 


THE FIG i-l TING .■iHICH HAD STARTED '^ODAY. THEY SAID 


THEY HAD NOTICED FROM MY STATEMENT IN THE HOUSE THIS 
AFTERNCOr THAT H.M.G. HAD ADOPTED A NEUTRAt«?OSITION. 


3L'T 'AISHED ME TO BE A'.V A R E OF THE REASONS WHY THE/ 


FOUND CUR PCSITICN BEFORE THE FIGHTING BROKE CUT 


UL, SAT ISFACTORY. 


’5.1 REAFFIRMED H.M.G.~S NEUTRALITY AS BETWEEN THE 


ARABS AND ISRAEL. 



I h)D BEEN AT PAINS THAT 


AFTER N O'.'N TO MAKE A BALANCED STATE M; 







AXIMUM INFLUENCE TO 


BEAR IN the cause CF 


PEACE AND OF NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 


OF THE 


ALTHOUGHj^l HAD NOT 


P 


CRITICISE 


I' 


R AEL 


IN the past (E.g. over the SAMU INCIDENT) I 


*CULD DO NC GOCD IF I SET MYSELF UP AS AN 

adj^udicator cm the responsibility for the 


/ 


AIM MUST BE FIRST TO BRING 


ABOUT A CEASEFIRE AND THEN MAKE 


CUR 




/oxyouSJSlt^ 





3 


^AVAILABLE 


T C .V A 


RDS TPE NEGOTI AT ION 



OF 


SETTLE WENT. 


4. AS REGARDS THE STRAITS OF TIRAN. THERE WAS 


SPECIFIC BRITISH 


INTEREST HERE VH I CH IT ,VAS KY 


DUTY TC UPHCLD. WHILE 


COULD SEE THE ARAB 


ARGUyENTS, THE FREEDOM OF THE SEAS WAS AN ISSUE OF 


VITAL 


IMPORTANCE TO B^RITAIN SINCE THERE WERE 


OTHER 


NAVI GAEL f /y^AITS IN 


THE WORLD WHICH WERE 


ALSC OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE 


5. LAST WEEK THE FLASHPOINT APPEARED TO 


BE THE 


GULF OF AQABA AND 


C 


IF WE HAD SEEMED TC CCN/ENTRATE 


ON THAT PROBLEM ^T WAS BECAUSE W E ' R DOING OUR 


BEST TO HEAD OFF 


ONE S/DE FROM 


PRE-F.MFTIVE MOVE 


EVEN IF THE ARAB COUNTRIES WANTED TO FIGHT TO THE 


END, IN THE 


CONFIDENT BELIEF THAT THEY WOULD WIN. 


' FOR US 


WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST ,VAS VERY DANGEROUS 


AND 


BROUGHT ENORMOTUS RISKS BECAUSE OF THE 


I NTERE STS 




NVOLVED OUTSIDE THE REGION. 




6 • 


THEN WENT ON TC MAKE 


TWO POINTS VERY STRONGLY 


K STL Y 


I SAID 


,„«T AND the BRITISH GOVERKHENT. 




** 








reacted badly to being threatened, and I WAS 
^disturbed by the tone of messages AHICflC HE HAD I 

BEEN RECEIVING ABOUT WHAT THE ARAB STATES WOULD DO I 
TO CUR INTERESTS IF WE DID NOT FOLLOW THE COURSES I 
THE/ WANTED. WE AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES HAD MANY I 
INTERESTS IN COMMON AND .V E HAD GONE OUT OF CUR WAY I 

■'O HELP SOME OF THEM (E.3. OVER EXPENSIVE DEFENCE I 
COMN I TMENTS ) . THE OIL INDUSTRY AND THEIR STERLING I 
INVESTMENTS WERE BENEFICIAL TO THEM AS WELL AS TO I 
the UNITED KINGDOM. I 

7. SECONDLY. I WAS MUCH PUT CUT BYTHE NEWS OF ATTACKS 

I 

ON BRITISH DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR PREMISES WHICH WAS 
COMING IN. I WAS CONCERNED TO UPHOLD GOOD RELATIONS 

WITH ALL THE ARAB COUNTRIES AND I CALLED UPON ALL 1 

4 

4 

THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS! TO TAKE PROPER CARE OF BRITISH 


embassies and consulates 


TO PRE VEN T THEM FROM BEI NG 


the SUBJECTS OF ATTACK. JUST 


AS WE WOULD DO IN 


TH I S COUNTR Y . WE WOULD 


I N THE FUTURE STILL HAVE 


MANY JOINT INTERESTS WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE LOOKED 


AF TE R 



WAS V I TA L THAT THE 



FU TUR E SHOUL D 




NOT aE PREJUDICED BY ATTACKS 0N//;(R5 MISSIONS.! 

I HAD TO HOLD THE SITUATION HERE AND PREVENT I 

EMOTIONS FROM SP I LLING OVER HERE TOO. THE I 

TUNISIAN AND LIBYAN AMBASSADORS EXPRESSED DEEP I 

REGRET FOR ANY SUCH INCIDENTS IN THEIR COUNTRIES 

I 

AND THE HEADS OF MISSIONS PROMISED TO REPORT TO 
THEIR GCVERNMENTTS #HAT I HAD S A I Dy/ C A l 
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Msrsccmn Reaction to Middle Bast Crisis 


Situation here on eTe of outbreak of hostilities 
vas far from clear cut* 

2. Opposition parties were exploiting the situation 
for their own purposes. They had becoae Increasingly 
▼ooai» aeaandlng acre forthright support of Nasser and 
Tlgorously attacking Britain and Aaerlea* Though 
offer to send troops somewhat relieved pressure on King 
Hassan from Iati(ilal, CoBBunists and U.N.F.P* were 
unoooQ)romlslng* Latter was calllxig on the aaases to take 
things Into their own hands* Embassy of U.A.R. was 
actively stlaulatlng anti-Anglo Saxon attitude of 
opposition and both ay U.8. colleague and I had to 
protest to Moroccan Ocvemaent against particularly 
veneaous Babasay bulletins* Attitude of U.S.S.R* 
and Franco was, however, evoking friendly ocaaent In 
press. U.M.T* and U.O.T.M. were thsreatonlng boycott 
of shipping xinder "pro-Israel** flags* Such evidence 
as Is available suggests that grass roots opinion was 
unreasonlngly oomaltted to the Arab cause* 

3* The "establlahaent" on the contrary reaalned 
notably cala* Qovemors of Casablanca, Fez, and Agadir 
all assured ae that they had the situation coapletely 
In hand* Qovernaont had suppressed Issues of two 
newspapers which took the extrealst line of the U.N.F.P* 

/and. 

(«M> Wt.»f7t/Dt3« 50 m f/63 O.W.BXa4. OpMi 



TELEGRAM 


Cypher code en dair 


FromTo 


Despatched Received 

No. of 


- 2 - 

and the CeiuninlatB. Ministers remained accessible and 
friendly thau^ Minister of Defence warned me that the 
emotional reaction might be uncontrollable If we 
attempted to force the straits of Tlran: this, he said, 

was what Nasser was hoping for. Suspicion of latter 
remained strong In gowemment circles and King Hassan's 
proposal for an Arab summit was Interpreted as an attempt 
to wrest control of the crisis from Nasser's hands. 
Despatch of Foreign Minister to Cairo on receipt of 
Masser's lukewarm reply to summit proposal provldeded 
ewldence of King Hassan's determination to prevent the 
moderates being taken over by the wild men, both In the 
Arab world and In Morocco Itself. 

4* The Moroccan Oovernnent are only reluctantly swimming 
with the Nasserlst tide. They have no Illusions about 
the dangers of Nasserlsm, but they were already 
uncomfortably Isolated and would have been exposed to 
Intolerable pressures both Internally and from the other 
Arab countries (including Algeria) If they had laid 
themsolwes open to a charge of treachery by falling to 
support the Arab cause. They have dene and sale the 
minimum necessary to maintain their Influence In the 
Arab world and the support of public opinion at heme. 

X fear that the outbreak of hostilities may unleash 
passions which will sake It more difficult for then to 
persevere with moderate policies. 

5. Foreign Office please repeat as necessary. 
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mid OL e east ; foreign secretary's commons statement 
cextracts). 


foLLowing are verbatim extracts of statement by the foreign 
secretary in the house of commons today monday 5th June 1967 . 

the house wiLL have Learned with deep concern that early this 
morning hostilities broke out in the middle east, the situation 
is still unclear, there has been heavy ground fighting on the 
borders of Israel and the united arab republic, there has been 
substantial air activity, including attacks on airfields in 
the united arab republic and elsewhere, there has also been air 
activity over israel. there are reports of fighting on other 
frontiers of israel. 

i cannot emphasise too strongly how much her majesty's govt 
regret this tragic development, it was precisely in an attempt 
to avert the risk of such a development that the govt took the 
step i put before the house on 31 st may. as the house knows, 
we have repeatedly urged by all means open to us on both israel 
and the arab states the need to exercise restraint and seek a 
solution to their problems through peaceful negotiations. 

our immediate aim must clearly be to bring about an early and 
general cease fire, the security council has been convened and is 
about to begin its emergency meeting, i hope that it will proceed 
immediately to the adoption of a resolution calling for this 
cease fire. 

the government's attitude - and the house will i know support 
me in saying this - is that the british concern is not to take 
sides but to ensure a peaceful solution to the problems of that 
area and that in this situation we have the same interest as that 
of others in the area as well as the rest of the world, the house 
will wish to know that instructions are being given to all our 
forces in the area to avoid any involvement in the conflict. 

all merchant shipping due to pass through the suez canal is being 
advised to delay transit for 24 hours, our advice will be kept under 
constant review. 

i have received reports of mob attacks on our embassl,es in 
benyhazi, tripoLi and tunis and on the consulate in basra. i 
am maintaining the closest touch with all our posts and will be 
raising this subject with the arab ambassadors when i see them 
Later this afternoon, we shall make further report to the house 
as the situation develops. 

ends verbatim service 235/67.Ips.. 



